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per cefit of women in mOst -
Asia and Africa can.read and

¢ write. Since
Hetweéen

1970, the
and

gap

male female

- literacy has actually widened

~in Afghanistan,
' Pakistan. In 1985, (the.
' wide illiteracy rate for men.
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*per cent and
+ per cent. Even

Nepal. and
" wofld

was 21 per cent, compared 1o
35 per cent for women.

Fartly because they do not
~ learning
beyond  their
domestic duties, rural women
Have high rates. of illiteracy—
in Nepal up to 92 per cent;
Egypt £1 per cent, China
South Yemen 97

- in goimg to school for a year

“.of two, lack’ of practice makes

F

y.
learning needs (that have gon®
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- husbandry, marEKeting,
“laws and other forms of train-

e

reterition of what they have
learned unlikely:

Women have many basic

unmet. They neced  skills ‘not
only in their role in the fami-

- ly, but also those related to

work'and ‘community , life.
They - -need to learn not only
chilq care, nutrition and fami-
ly planning, but alsc
local

animal

. tainly deserve

if they succeed.

- ag in the “mohalla’ project

ewer than 40 pg ~ %=~ 0%
recéive little. the
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‘generation. Nevertheless,
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training. Becaus¢ pt'qgramn_les
in the past have: his-identified.

the actual agricultural produc- -
" ers, women have

been taught
less technologies than men.

No literate mother has ever :
allowed her ™ children to be
~illiterate. ‘S0, increasing

literacy of women helps to en-
sure the education of the next

proporticnately. . fewer ‘gl
than boys .start and . finish
primary schooling. Girls ~cer
high priority In
educational policy. . |
What can ‘be done:to encour

.age girls to attend school and

cnce there, to finish? In some

cultures,; women teachers fare
important to atiract. and 10

retain girls. In Nepal, for &x-
ample, the presence of a wWo
man instructor makes' the

parents feel that school is 2

safe place for their daughters.
Providing same-sex schools

Pakistan that holds classes.in
homes, usually increases girl
enrolment. On the other hand,
girls in Yemen tend to be re

moved from schcol by the age:

25

the -
" male and

dis- .
.ﬂgii:—ls .

- and higher drop-out rates.
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"labour, such " as . providing day

siblings,
will' act as a positive incentive.
Eliminating ~school” fees, offer-
ing .free textbooks and trais.
‘port and - reserving scholar:
ships for ‘girls all help . and
encourage girls t0 complete
school. |
Besides disparities between
female -education, |
other systemic differences re !
quire attention. There exists
_a -proncunced urban-rurat 1m-

L

care for her young

I

‘balance. Rural aréas generally
- have fewér schools, teachers
and textbooks. The languageé

of instruction mnay differ from .
the one that is used at hom¢.
Becausé most countries allo- -
cate more resources to urban
schcols, there are .Jower rates

of enrolment and cnmplﬁiq:;
i

_

_the 'countryside-.

The distance 10 _
very important. In Egypt, i a N
school -is one Kilometre & 10§ _—
tead of two Eilometres away,

school 1S

~ enrolment goes up 4 per cent . )

for boys and 118 per cent for _
girls. In Thailand, the govern~ ,
‘ment provides ~bicycles: for

children im rural areas, thus °

increasing attendance.
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‘ - "_; ally do not like their education e
, — - —~ -nterrypted. ‘After other basic =~
T . | vﬁ'? ki ;Ilfﬂds arc IE'IEt, education is | :
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harvest séason a'nd 's'tizdl" e b ' T e ee e FTAT '
! id. y dur- pilg to earn a living - through
' ing the scheol year, this low---animal husbandry and grow-

se¢ their-future as tied to edu.
cation, not in terms of getting
a better job but in acquiring <

ering -the indirect.or opportu. :iNg vegetables on small plots. -
- nity® costs to pafénts. Dividing « The curriculm - is

{ the school day inte multiple

. Sh'fts helpg alleviata the teach-
girls-
reduces

1 er shortage, allows for
only sessions and

' ecsts, in Zambia by 46 per

cent and Jamaica by 32 per

cent. -
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Rapiq urbanization has led -

~ tural inspector “was

e CUHT aimed abt
traming for adjustment . so
~ that students cap’ function

tully as members of their com-

munity. Land for the school

was donateq - and the -agricul
_ traimed
tocally. The harvest ig used for

the necessary language
S0 that wherever ‘they go they

- wiil be prepared. The refugees
know they might end up in a

place very different from ihe
one they left. '

- The year 2000 will be veTy
differerit from the world ot

today. For the rural girl in .

skills’ *

Yo increasing numbers of child:

r‘n  who now
Strects. . The Brazil

most

live in -l.Zity' ‘a

_ ect  places “the
primary emphasis on the child®
‘a5 decision-maker " angd
found. that programmes are ;-
successful when
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-th‘e lunch prograrmme. EXxpen
.ditures are low. The school is
i community-based
pProgramme in using existing
§pecial -

India, the woman in gypt;
| the street chilg in Brazgrgntﬂ:e, -
- mentally disabled boy *in
Kﬁnya the refugee in  FEthic
Pla,” reducation can make the

has
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respong to what the children

want to

learn, in this-

they! :

caseg

¢ money-making skills, In Edst

. Africa, an alternative
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