to eradicate illiteracy by the year
2000, China has special problems,
etemmmg from the .fact that its

-evenly distributed " over the coun-
try’s 9,550,000 sq.km. territory. In
spite of this and other difficulties, a
massive cffort undertaken since
1949 has brought the illiteracy rate
down from 80 1o 23.5%. By 1982 in -
-addition to the. massive enrelment

?1 over 143 million young people and
j adults between 12 and 40 years eh:[
|i had been taught to read and: write.
Another 39 million elread}r in work:

| - tion, and over 10 million had com-

- or institutions of higher leaming.
_ How. did the country with the
it world’s largest pﬁpulatten (one bil-
Horn in 1982) and enormous develop-
. ment problems eehleve these - re-
‘sults ? . _
o Perheps the arswer ]1es in three
major concepts: the' first is the
linking of education:and learning
with- production at all levels: the
-secomd, .a great flexibility of
.appmaeh to-suit local needs and .
. conditions; -and the third, teaching
edapted as far as pesmble to the-
student’s epemf‘ ic aptitudes.
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-applies the “walking-on-two Tepgs”
: 1pohey whereby the state and the
" people cooperate to run a wide
ivanety of schools in order to de-

tmumg edueatlen In addmen te

N%sie where e.geal has been'set

| ldrgely rural population is so “un=

of children in pnmary seheehng, |

force had. reeen'ed a pnmary educa-

pleted technical secondary schools -

~A wide variety of schools ; China

- velop literacy, post-literacy-and con=

.h

thnse set up at the prm'me]el pre-.—
fecturel and county levels, schools .

are also run by industrial end cotn-
mercial enterprises, communica-
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Iﬂlt&l'a{:}' rate from 80% in 1949 to the present 23, 5%

trons- and transport services, trade-

‘" unions,  and agricultural; ferestr}'
«_and fishing institutes. Still others are
eperated by women’s organizations,

~ people’s militia, “etc.

. To cope ‘with the huge 5taff re- ..

qulremente for literacy education,
tens of millions of literate citizens
~have been co-opted as part-tlmue
teachers o

~ ‘the Communist. Young League the

* China has edepted a system under | : |

which people aré given tiine “off .

from regular work to attend classes
on fixed days. In schools where the:
goal is to provide primary or.sécon-
~dary education the form adopted is

usually ‘that. of spare-time’ study,

while more.advanced students may

- 'be dispenseéd from work to -attend

‘secondary and hlgher edueanunal' ..

establishments. - PR

Education is scen as a eentmumg
process in which young peasants and.

workers who have eehleved Iiteracy

are encouraged to move .up ithe
ladder through primary school, mid- ¢

dle and technical school.*For these L

who attain the highest leévels there

- are over 600 spare-time- universities

- and colleges run by factories, enter-,

prises, prefees:enai associations and
regional bodies—Radio, _television
" and eerrespendenee euursee are also

""1.\'-‘ . e —— sk

[ — ._....u.,.i.-.-_.l.'.:- .‘hr

1v.».m'n;lelj.r ueed at this level.’ -
~_*Atchieving universal - Hteracy,.”
hewever, Temains a major problem

In rémote, sparsely- populated areas.

of this huge country. Wu Lien coun- .

ty in Shandong province, which was’
‘awarded  Unesco's presttg:euse
Nadezhda K. Krupskaya therany

. Prize for 1986, is an example of how -
~ these preblems can be overcome. Its
22 te“mshlps and 629 villages, many . ..

them- located in mountainoys
» erees suffer from a severe lack of
utrans;mrteuﬂn and rudimentary eco- -
nomic conditions. -
The 1982 census showed- that
" nearly 79,000 people in the 12 to 40~
/1 age group— representing about a
third of Wu Lien's population—
were still illiterate. The county gov-
ernment ‘took action in three well-
“defined areas. First, teacher " training
was emphasized end upgraded The
county Normal School was given the
task of training key personnel. Once
they had been trained these Ieeehers
_feturmed fo . their villages and,
“turn, conducted courses for htEI‘HC}' -
instructors at local centrés set up by
the county authorities. ‘Nearly 4 Uﬂﬂ t
'Tteeehers were traifed in this ‘way.

‘Next_a massive fund-ralsmg dnve -

‘was Jaunched, In three.years the
county ‘was able to raise 1 ,200,000

~yuan (some 325,000 US dollars) 1o

pay for schoo) facilities, including.
the building ‘of 132 classrooms.

- -

o
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- Lien-county,

' /

200 and 300 eharaeters

five, ‘evaluations of Wu Lien. COUNty's
: llteree}r campaign were. conducted. -

learned to read andx sg;['lte To pre-

. larizing

~authorities and the massive- parti: ,,f'

i o

“ates.as possible in courses especially
gearkd to the needs of peeple of Wo

gmg dgwnTF ca]sqpexgn to enroll as many tﬂltef ! |
. g i
é

These courses complied with iﬁf ~
criteria laid down by the -centra; .
government. In China new literates
must have a reading vocabulary of
1,560 Chmese characters, be able to
read - elemenlceq,r pubheanene and’
write simple articles usmg betwee\ﬁi.l

- e -

‘Between late 1983 and early 1935 =|

The final evaluation indicated that -
over g three—year period, 67,534 -
young people “and adults. had

vent a relapse into illiteracy the
county government set about popu- -
elementary  education,
offering higher pay to teachers and -
providing better facilites . “and

m:'-"-'.':lﬂ."'ipﬂ.-;--hrl_

teaching aids. Technical schools for - |

peasants were st up in the county’s 1
22 townships.and in 560 villages. Wu ,
Lien county’s succéss is ah'eacly :
semng as an example- in' other ;
regions where, despn:e certain prog- |
ress, much remains to be done,

" especially to combat_the 1lllterecy i

rate among young girls and women
which is over twice that.for men. It

: ;15 now possible, thanks 10 an empjga

ical 4pproach on the part Of -thy

cipation -of the population, to fors/
see thmugheut Chme results eut:mﬂ--‘ii

bamhie to those of Wu_Laen (UN ]
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