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The necessity to turning the
_mass-htc,rac-,r ive into a na-
tional mnvemeut bv mobilisin eg

{ the services 1 educat

people of the muntrv was em-

phasised at the workshop on

“removal of illiteracy {rom

gaangladesh by 1935" on Mon-
h i

The participants at the semi-
nar dwelt on the .shortcomings
of the drive experienced dsring
past two years. - There was a
CONSENsus of opinion that .des.
pite two vears .of efforts the
drive was vet to .evoke desired
level of response from either

“the illiterates or the literates.

They called for further ra
tionalisation and strengthening
of the oreanisational support

‘to the programme, Suggestions

in this regard varied from for-
mation of a national advisory
council for massiliteracy, to all
literacy mmrmtteas at

Some part.lc:lpants called fos
integrating the drive with <ome
other activities like. formation
of cooperatives by new literates,
so that those who acquaire li-
teracy also get some economic
bénifits through. such coopera:
tives.

‘Some uther 5uggested 1hat
im the nro
eramme bv educated psople be
made compulsory, after stream
111'111|:n'.r ‘the channels througi

which thev are to proceed.

During the course of discus
sion, the question of strengths
ening the effort .for achi 2ving
compulsory universat free ﬁn-
also

a mmalor portion of the
fllitecates

that plan.

that

became a reality.

. Two papers, were nreﬁ&nted
fﬁfar-.-: was the chief gueat . at -

at Mondav's two sessions of
the workshop by Mr Fegslous
Khan, former Additional Secre

Ministrv of Education, and
Osman Ghani, Secretaryy
General, Bang]adesh Literacy

Society. |
In hkis parer Mr Ferdous
Khan the number of people who
have read at lcast unto class-
VI was 335 lakh, including ab-
out 11 lakh iwho read upto
class IX or alove. There were
thme lakh teachers in the coun-
If the cobperation of even.

13 1lakh of the educated pco
ple was available achievement

‘of mass-literacy in the shortest

tirne ‘was possible.

EDUCATED MUST

-Mr Fe.rdnus

ted people participated in the
programme for six consecutive

weeks a vear in their respoective
areas. 1Ihere should be some
sort of compulsion,” alpngside
the effort to| imbue them with

. kers at the union level, Who

Khan 'said it -
! ‘would be enough if the. educa-

y drlve must
‘beturnedi into movement

the enthumasm for- freem%
country from the curse o 1111-
teracy, he said. :

He called for making the illis

&
\a
]
i
terates aware of the bad effects 5
of illiteracy on their own lives
so that they were eager toi
"acquire literacy; and. emphasm-
ed the need for strong publi-
city through the mass mede
{

for the purpose. .

Meanwhile; Mr Xhan cautluﬂ-
ed "against employing the edu-]
cated people to the task of re-
mm'mg illiteracy without givs,
ing them - necessary guidances
and training. Untrained litera-
cv workers may fail to
the required method of teach-
ing and diminish the mterestsi
of the of illiterates for acqulr-
ing literacy.

" He called for. cuntinunus |
research and ebaluation works
to bring cut improved literacy
books, and for supplying new I
terates reading materials so that
they could retain their nmlu'l}'
'acquired knowledge. -
Dr. Khan called for emPIUF-
ing two full-iime literacy wor-

would not only train other lite-
racy workers; but also hold
literacy clas:es throughout thﬂ .
year,

The mummg session, premd- ]
ed over bv Mr Abdur Razzak;

e e

Drrecmr Genera.l Primary andh .

;i Mass-Education ~ Directorate,

was addressed by Dr. Obaidul- .
lsh and Messrs Abul Kahem
Mr Abdul Quddus,

s Kazi . Siraj;  Kabir ~Majumder;

Sandwip,

;_ Dr Delwar Hossain and .Abdul
y Kader Mia among others.
i

former Director of Social Wel~

the afternoon session'- which

was presided over Mr Ab-
“dur Rashid Chw::ﬂs.!.vclhlu:fr Secre-

tary; Bangladesh Natmnal Ct}m |

mission for UNESCO.
| PROPER CODRDINATION

" In his peper Mr Md Gsm:an |

Ghant: Secretary Gemera]

ey

cailed for pmper coordination
of the non-government efforis
at achicving miass literacy by
forming an independent

pnwer[-.ﬂ coordinating body..

.'_Fr.-"']:_ L _

—p— Wk, - ey H—

and agenciés - operating . in

Bangladesh to:participate 'in

the mass-literacy programme,
Df. Mizanur Rahman Shelley

called for identifying the caus-

es ¢f the "past . m stakes He
\ also called for giving due ate
tion to the fact that Enthusi-

b" -l..,:ﬂ"ﬁ"--—:h_r.-
h ]
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follow i

| asm -for: lltEI'ﬂCY-leld not be

The drive should
Dr Mizanur Rahman Shelley,' =

‘session- were :
sain and Messrs Asoke Chow-

Bangladesh L1teraw Sm:letv,,, :

and |

"Mr Ghani .also called for as-'
kmg atl vnluntary nrgamsauons |

«
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created and sustained if. the
number: of educated vanfm=
ptoye:l continued to increase.

‘Dr Shelley stressed the need

for creating pational awar&-' '
. ness about the bad effect of
illiteracy belore gr::.:nT ' zﬂl out

mass-literacy drive.
ailso  not
suffer from -red-tapisni, he ad-
ded. .

Those who partlclpated in
the discussion cf ithe afternoon
Dr Delwar Hos~

for the .

dhurv. Jashimuddin Ahmed,
and Matiur Rahman among -
" others. 4
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