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o I‘he tmns:ltion ‘from- dark ﬁcivﬂizatinn to-
| 'tlus modern;, dynamic and scientific state was
-made possible by means of education or by

the advancement of the

society made by the

Ltérate people. Thus, through literacy a co-
u.rhr) , & nation ga.ms paramound nnportance

| m the eyes of others.

3 IT us the ut:hzatmn uf human
skill, by pivoting his intel.
ligehce towards the 1mprnve-
ment of human life made pos:
sible the eradication of various
‘socjal, political economical pro-
: hlemq which - centres around

, -the society.

- t is the utmost desire and
roal of everv less developed
countries to impart vocational

}techn ical.-in other words pro-
de - the oppurtunities for its

_ p_llhterate inhabitants to reteive

?educatmn and raise its status.

W By virtue-it is one of the most
desrable obiects of Bangladesh
~is “to impart education and

"y eradicate illeteracy from_every
.corner of the country. It has
“chalked out varioue plans and
polic'es to designate the pro-
per 1rnw1ementatmn of
nblectwe

If we look at the country,
. we see that inspite of covering
an area of 55.598 square miles
. it:is one-of the most densely.
' populated country of the world
with 89.7 million - people living
“~in such.a small area. Inspite
“40of the large. numher of popu. -
‘lation if we look at ‘the figure
; belnw shumnz**.the percentage

uf the . cducated people, one
wauld show a sign of worder
: -esue:cmllv at the number of

. male and i “femnale ‘-'! educated

g o ol
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Pnnulatlun Census Report, Na- .
tianal Volume.

ﬂq Th gahle -Eléa.l'hf shows that
inspit .

8927, milli
ple the 1974%cefist
onlv 20.2%%& peo
literate. Obwuuslv the 1931

census enifiywould show g
higher ner cent increase. Qnly

; 12.2% of the. female pnﬂulatmn
~ s literate, -

i

i; smnll percentage is nel-
e (t:st ca nf *f:uﬁcimmll.ft she- E?m
ot n eracy
. " the other developed muntne:sn i
- Also if we compare with the
following South Asian , coun.

trice we get the fuunwmn re.
. nuhs

1

}.. Fercentaﬂe Dl$tnbutian .ﬂ!
BRI o of
ian Countries
.cluding Bangladesh by Sex'an
“Urban.Rural Break -down. d

:‘;I Countr?

| . Census
N o Date
- Bangladesh 1~3—1974
Indonesia 2431571
Malavysia 242581970
Philippines - 6-==5.1970
~ Thailand I—-t—-‘l?i'ﬂ.
Sources: U.N. phie
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Amnnz these Asian | cullntres. |
it shows that femaln education

‘is lese widespread in Bangla-
' desh. '

A question {s bound to ari.'_-e
‘'what is the reason for this
‘less participation of women
folk 1n Bangladesh than other
As.an and developed countries

of the wurld?

. 'mtl arrier
muf female
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~ son the number of .
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It we -~ analyse the gocial
background of our country, we
can 'say that because of our
society's structure and the nat.
row - outlook. of the peovle it
-;vasmnat possible for the wo-

k to hrea:: thc tradi.

other countries of the world. .

It is therefore ona of the rea.
sons for the delaved

tion of our women.folk to'l ¥4

ioin ths literacy campaign

Rarrow nutluo'k
because of the “vellsystem”,
especiallvy in
wap virtually impossble for -
them to ioin the call of read.
ing' and writing. For this rea.
edutated
fural, women-folk is low in
comparis'on’ to the urban egc
tar. Thic was aven low in. the
1961 census where rural literate -
ulation was onlu % . and
urban sector was 2 8%

It wae also becausa of the

women.folk depénded wupon
their husbands which jalso
hampered them to receive any
education. As a Tesult in the
974 census we see- percentage
of female population receivin
cnmqplete ec}g.::tmn The 19'35

us i with interna.
tiunal usuage defines

s the ability to rea;l and write

d in the latest
census taken wuuld increass,

. In the table we’see that wo.
men

age. roup

have completed “13 or more"
vears of schooling mmpartd“to
onlv 0.4% of the age group "35

in the a

. years and owver”,

From this ‘table one wnuld
the discrepancy between-
the urban and rural
educated nercentage. It .is seen
that female population in the
rural. areas, the participation

. rate is less, . s
»- ‘The “Womhen-folk 7 mainhr s“ir'.t = ~In th

the rural areas works mnst
their spare time doing .
.jobs. During the hamst sea.,
son they are busy and gimilarly
thev alo work in the
industries. It is done out
ner:cssitv for existence. In re-
thev are paid
d this helps ta
éxtent to keep. the f-arnﬂv from
the mp of starvation, Henoe.

‘Male \ Fefame

§7.2 70.3

Total

5.8 37.1 13.% 4.1
- 59.6 0.8 4.0 7.1
58.0 69.1 4.8 68.0
83.4 84.4 82.2 ;3
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desire to read and write, e
- inspiration. to gain knowiedne

lackens d

In

of a muntw where the reign

poverty is predominant jt is
ven priority to the fact that
$ are tlt_aef.;re productive than

ore it is necessary
impart_education. to boys

In many cases co.education
is ooposed by the parents and
also because of the n:mw

outiook of ‘oyr soctety,

These-are some of the causes

.I‘"
e
¥
can th: %
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ition which penetrated mtﬂ :"E.i;

the rural side it

gaining -knowled
' But as we know that women
constitute about half the coum
try's total, population. If thia

. tance to impart
-80 that in. gradual

s th

_clude that primary

female

.ttonal
tain its peak of success.

cottage -
of

in cash or
some

Maﬂnl an eﬂart to understand
the mistry of light nnll dark. .
I'Itll ;‘j’

‘povertv binde !
to the join the campairn of
.

vast rnamnty of the women

e section remain ignorant then it

S difficult ta train this portion
of the population into slul{ed
labourers, when the country
tryving 1o develop it's mdustnal
and agricultural sectors.
In turn retards the #6Ci0.L00
nontic development ac the fact
that has been accepted by
manv now-a-davs. The reason
that trajning of them is difficult
i that they are
many ‘I8cts.
Hence it 1s of utmost impaor.
education to
this s¢ction of the populativa

women folk can become mro-
ductive agents in various fields
of  actwities. ae the women s
he. developed countries are.
The obstacles which has been
stated earlier, cannat over.
come in a snnle nht but Ii?

rradual persuasion of

cies and plans adop

government. These policies in.
education

be made compulsory and um

“versal during the Second Five

Year Plan,

If the aocin.ecnnnmm chmﬁ* '

tmstic nature of society ®ris
sence of poverty, lack of ins.
piration disapproval towards

coeducation .and- Other causes

Drevmlmg especially in- the
ral areas then cumplusurr

and universal pnmanr .
programme will

factore have 10 b=, geen rsL .

e urban area the

ﬂmnatmn f 1 '
cationa) ma ;ain the edu

mmnansmu to the rural sec. .
tor. More are toining the htﬁ-
Yacv programme and are hel

Ine others ta overcome a
gbstacles prevelant. Thev are
helvine in making the literng
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should t!:'ach the :gnurant ones,

if the rural and-urban -
| wumen.fulk narncmate towards
the cradmatmn of
then the literate

illetepsn

women-folk will sguu:flm

& Ev w:li soon be h:lmng in ]
e var Ous séctors of economic

development as the women of

them from the

ignorant of

vearg our

B

riseny in -

other developed countries have:

done and still doing. As a e
sult if the programme is fruit-
ful, in eradual cuurse of tirnc

the pation will
up and also. the stentars o
_improve, -

ving condmon
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