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Merger of 2 shifts

ew crisis in city

Govt schools

Staff Correspondent

With the merging of double shifis
into single shift the city's‘government
secondary schools have reportedly
been facing acute accommodation
and management problems resulting
in hamperning the smooth teaching
process. >

The city’s all the twenty-four gov-
ernment secondary schools merged
into single shift from double shifts
from February 24 last at the direc-
tives of the Directorate of Education
due to problems, which the author-
ities claimed to be “beyond their
control”,
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The Directorate of Education

R

served notice 10 the authonties of the
schools concerned in the middle of
February asking them to take neces-

sary measures for introduction of |

single shift. ]t also instructed the
school authorities to enhance dura-

tion of class from 35 minutes to 40

minutes. :

- The Director General (DG) of
Education . Directorate convened a
meeting of heads of all the city
government secondary schools on
January 29 and in this meeting the
DG sought proposals from them

regarding introduction of single shift™ -
in schools. Accordingly the heads of

all the schools submitted their prop-
osals to the DG on February 8 last
mentioning a number of problems to
be created out of merging double
stufts into single shift. But it was
alleged that the DG, without taking
Into account the inevitable problems,

* directed heads of the schools to

- government secondary schools, the.
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introduce single shift.
According to heads of all city

introduction of single shift has cre-
ated a number of problems-including
accommodation of students in the
Flassrnums, libraries and laborator-
les. It has also created a serious
management problem that would
severely affect the smooth teaching
process rtesulting in deteriorating
both the standard and quality of
education at government schools.

Talking to the Bangladesh Obser-
ver the headmaster of a reputed city
government school complained that

they were in a awkward situation due -

See Page 12 Col. 2
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Merger

From Page 1 Col. 7

to the sudden directive for merging

into a single shift without taking the

- consequendes 'into consideration.

Two shifts mean two different
schools at the same premises. We

had two sets of teachers and other

staff to run the shifts smoothly but
merging of two shifts into single shift

; has just created serious pressure on
{ t:cachers“, he said. In this connec-
.~ tion, he said with the introduction of

single shift a class consisting 40 stu-

. dents has simply been doubled and
turned into a class of 80 students. It

has become impossible to manage
such overcrowded class by teachers
with the same room space and facili-
ties”, he observed.

Besides; there had been three,
four or even five different sections of
a particular class in a government
secondary school. The authorities
have also become puzzied with the
section problems following merging
of the single shift.

Shifting of double shifts into one
shift has also created another social
problem. Some of the city schools
had two different shifts—morning
shift for girls and day shift for boys.
Many guardians, specially parents of
the girls students, have sharply

. reacted to this sudden change and
they are in apprehension that girl
.students will have 1o face some odd

situations because they will have to
attend class with boys.

The government introduced dou-
ble shifts in all twenty-four secondary
government schools in carly 1986
with a view to coping with an increas-
Ing pressure from a growing number
of students every vear.

51F7 2 PEB~1087 " -
‘b m .t\.y.......

Sl L rw— 1 -,

)




