|"text books before March

Board about a month ago. ‘

}
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~ School siudents will not be
able to get text books for the
new cducational ycar before
ncxt March because of the acute
Enpcr- crisis. Printing of text

coks. arc complcted by
November cvery’ year and

.delivery to dilferent schools
generally start  before 15

December. This is pol being
done - this ycar. As a resull
students wﬁl [ace-diflicully in
the next educational year. '
According lo- concerned:
sourccs, the cost of newiy
E;nlcd text books will increase

¥

30 per.cent next year because

iﬂVA,' |

Of the 3 thousand 5 hundred
metric tonnces needed thgy had -
only rcceived 3 hundred. 20.

' tonnes of paper so far Book

-'I'Ii""q._'“_- -

" Tk. 4 croré with the Text Book :

i Mﬁm

while paper is nced to lprint
. books on z;.g,rit:ultum for cla
IX and

Publishers and Scllers
Associdation 1old Media
Syndicatc Monday Only. 10 per
cent of text books have beenr
printed with this papcer.
Printing of thc remaining 90
per cenl books s uncertain. The
paper is generally supplicd

every year from ‘June to

Scplember. -
Intcrministerial meetings

_h'ave been held on the matter a

umber  of limes. Dates for
upply of paper were decided at

.cevery meceling. But none of

them was implemented. In the

last meeting il was decided that

700 meiric lonncs will be
supplicd on 30 November and
700 melric torines on I
January. But Book Publisher
and [3ook Scllers Associalion
doubl whether this deceision

will be implemented. Even. if it

is implcmented, only 50 per
cent will have been supplicdp by
January. -

Twelve thousand rcams of

S5CS
. So far only 3
thousand -6 hundred reams. ol
Eapcr have been supplied. The

ook publishers had deposited

won'ts get new|

- and two and hall per cent

. six months ago the BCIC was

“Though imporl of newsprint
has been  allowed, no”
Businessman in this scetor had
shown any cagerness to <o se.
None has, as yct, opened any

- LCs for importing ncwsprini

according lo Sources close to -~

- this scclor. Massive imposilion -

of duties is the reason. With 15
per; cent dutics, 15 per cent VAT

lHeense fees the cost of ]
importing a tonnc of newspapcer
comes Lo Tk. 40 thousand.

‘Newsprint cdn be had ondy at |

Nayabazr wilh this kin ~of ,
money. Under the new Imporl

Policy paper importers witl,

have to pay Tk 20 thousand

‘more than the price fixed by

BCIC. |
. Though the -businessmen arc:

reluctant to import newsprint,

while paper- from India is

flooding the local market. They
are fetching high prices  Loo.
Four balés of while paper is

~sellinig at Tk 10 to 12 thousand

morc then normal price. The. |
rofit carlier usced to range
rom.Tk 5 hundred to Tk 1. ¢
thousand. Now the profits it Tk ,
8 to 10 thousand. T
. “The paper merchants have
alleged that though they had
deposiled Tk 14 crore for paper -

,_—-—-___h

not supplying paper {rom ils
mills. ’TPhis Emd led to the
present crisis and risc in prices,

" - Though Lherc is paper crisis

~all over the country, Ra_p::r is

available if you are ready to pay
a high price. Il you pay Tk 40 to .
45 thousand: for a tonne instcad
of Tk 19 thousand mil] rate,
newsprint will be available Lo
you. Some BCIC officials have
accusaed the pnﬂcr merchants
iof causing the —erisis by
hoarding paper in lheir
odowns. But obscrvers. feel
IC is yct to take c[l'cctjw_:-stt:g |
to resolve the crisis and -

deerease the price of paper.
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