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Thnusands uf bnght yﬂung 7
“meén and women from Common-
weallh ‘ countries- who received
higher cducation as Commoh-’
wealth scholars have achieved
‘high_positions’ in their chosen
ﬁa];:ls. a study has found.. S
Among them are a Governor-
General, - numerous “ministers,
many permanent -secretaries of
government ministries and a large
‘number of professionals.

~ More than 500 went on to be-
come university professors, thus
helping. with the education of
.cumn]css olher young people.
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- and most successful schemes of.
- its kind in the world., g
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These facts and figures are re- :
_vealed in a répo
-monwealth Scholarship

1t of the Cem-

and Fel-
lowship Plan, one of lhc largest

.

Nearly 13,600 awards have

“now been madu since the Plan -

wias established in 1960 to. Enable.
“students of high intellectual:

= promise to study in Common- -

‘'wealth countrics other than lhcir
‘OWn.,

The report publlshcd hy the
Comrmonwealth Secretariat, re- -

sults from a study. by. the. Plan to
trace former schﬂlars "The idca

was to sce how many gained
qualifications and how the awards

hclpcd them in their carcers and

. contributed to their _countries! de-

velopment. Another aim was {0

mmprove the Plan's operations,

based on the study's ﬁndmgs
The Plan, which ‘normally

makes awards for post-graduate
study, expects scholars to return -

home after complcting studies so

a-'lhcy can "makc a distinclive con-
“tribution. o Ill'e. in. their uwn _
- countries.” -

The Plan is a series of hllalcr&l'

-iirrangcmcnls under which award- -
-ing countrics ofTer SChﬂ]ﬂTShlpS lo

. TN and wnmcn frnm ulhcr

-

Cnmmnnwcallh counirics 10 en-
“vable them to study in the award-
ing country. .°

.
._,..__.

Commonwealth Universities

" (ACU) and the Cnmmanwcallh .

S:..crelanat

‘,This was the first tracer stud}r.

undcnaken by the Plan, sct up on'
a rccummcndatmnh by Sydney
- Smith," a- former. Canadian Minis-
1er of External Affaifs and previ-
ously president of the University
‘of Toronto. He beliéved lorging

. edudational links bclwccn Com-’
: munwea]l.h countries was of 'lflld] :

irporiance. .

The study was conducted by
Dr. Alastair Niven of Britain, a
: _fnrmer dircctor of the Asia Centre
-in London, who .was himsell a

Commonwealth scholar in Ghana

from 1966-68. He was assisted by
~ Margarct Albrechtsen and Pclcr
° Mayer of the ACU, whmh is
_based in London.” .

- The study was cnnﬁncd to
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It 1s' admimsticred b}f n1lmnal~
#" Plan agcnclcs with,lhe joint par-
~ -ncipation of the Association of

scholars in the first 25 years of’
--the Plan:- About one third of the!.
9,800 st‘ude_nls_ who held the
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~awards durmg l‘.hls pcrmd were ,f}
h Jraced, . ; . ;
| Thmr rcsponse to a qucslmn—
naire showed that most of them
regarded the scheme worthwhile.
"The scholarship benefited them as
well as their countries, they said.
" .A respondent was Dr. Dame’
- Minita Gordon, Governor-General -
of Belizewho studied at the Uni-
versity,of anhngham in Britan.
- Many.of the former scholars -
are now_ wnrkmg as doclors,
engineers, 'scientists, lawyers,
managers,’ financial” experts and
civil scrvants. -
The " largest . respunsc came
- fmm those -engaged in education.
.- as pm fessors, lecturers, tcachers
and administrators. Out of these,
528 were professors.
.The report regrets that only 58
of the-professors -ar¢ women,.
cunflrmmg the difficulty that -;
", women expericnce throughout the *;
Commonwealth in being ap-
painted tn the hlghest educatmn i
positions.” . LE
On the other hand women ac-
“counted’ for nearly athird of. all
“school Lcachcrs whn responded. -
“This, says. the report, reflects lhl: |
stercotype of women bcmg SU1i- i
able for these jobs.
Only one 'sixth: of ‘the rf.:- |
sponses ‘from- people in science -
and ° engmeermg came - fmm
women’-
Evldcnce that the Plan ehoour- '_ ,'
ageclffgnnd citizenship dmong :
former scholars'came through ‘the
number 42 per cent_of lesc en-
‘paged 1 in vulunla:y of cunnnumty
- work::] |
. "Thrs effﬂrt is 5pn:ad across. -
“the Commonwealth arid rclutes a ,,
stercotype sometimes suggested in” &
i westem countries that developing |

» Commonwealth nations_are not- i

i prepared (o hclp themsclves.” = . .
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The . repott notes that some
scholars’ complete their period of:
award -without gaining qualifica’
tions ‘while others do not return .
hnme after obtaining degrees.'

However, this brain drain does E
not . exist; only among scholars
" from* dcvelnpmg countries. For E
example,- some scholars from
Australia and New Zealand chose
to remain in Britain or Canada
~and vice versa. b

'The report makes 4 series of
remmmendaunns including the-
formatioin of a live register of
furmer scholars and a-Common-

wealth- w:de association 1o whlch
lhE_‘,f cﬂuld belong.
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Thc report will be placed be-
fﬂn: the Ministers when they next °

galhe.r for their three-yearly meéat-

| m_g m Barbadns m{}ctnbcr 1990
COMMONWEALTH FEATURE




