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V Musl Glrls Favour Secular Educatlon \

ESHMA Khatunu 13, has a-

new sense of purpose. When -

5he grows up, she wants to be a
{doctor.
1 She knows it is not going to be easy
1to rcalize her dream, Hers is a typical

'? lower middle ‘class Muslim family
j fand in their social setup, girls are’

laught the Quran some household
chﬂres and a few skills, then married
ﬂ ' 1

‘ Reshma had been attendiny junior

‘ where she was taught only the holy- -
sc:npturesﬁ .
' ternment. School in Calcutta,

| Says Reshma, “I would never have

jknown what I was mtsslng if my.

jzrandmother, critically 11, was pot’
lrushed to the hospital.”

: i It was admiration for the attending
doctor-at Central Calcutta’s Islaniia +
~ JHospital that made Reshma think'

about getting a secular -education.
“My grandmnther got a new lease on

liife and 1 the inspiration for a hfe-
' ~ t.IIﬂE,
=

she says. -
The transfer was a difficult dem |
sion for Reshma's-father, since it’
Jant antagonizing _the religtous

d of the area whu was also the
al.

But more Muslim gmrls have been

Now she goes to th: general Gmr-."

" Saira Khatoon’s desire to su

the madrasa midway. The
{age limit for admission to most main-_

——may I oo

in. Urdu,, hu_t _can they demand it ?

Tradjtlonal mores that ‘i(eep women in the shackles of Urdu seems a dying language, with

religion’ “are hemg challenged
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stream schools is five, and the mad-
rasa which takes five years is not
completed until they turn 10.

. Even the more orthodox Muslim:
parents are bowing to their daugh-

madrasa the schooi run by mosques, ; ters’ demand to join d general

school. Though known as a hafeez,

or onie who knows the holy book
Quran by heart, Mohammed. Ahmad
Qureishi had given in to daught

lo sudy in an
English medium school. Saira; now
in the ninth grade, wants to become
an English'teacher - -

“Muslim glﬂs are «trymg to catch
up fast because they realize that they .
are at least 5{ years bchmd their" .
sisters in other communities,” says
professor Naser Ali Mirza who uséd

to head the English department.- of

" " Maulana Azad College in Calcutta.

Asif Ali Mirza, principal of an_
English medium school, says this is
not an anti-Islamic sentiment be-

the ethlcs. uf a mety that kecps
women in the shackles of religion,

" says S.A. Khan of Bowbazar’s Shiva

Day Schml - .
Muslun women have alsu bcen
respandmg to literacy campaigns in
the districts and have done well in-
the evaluation, tests. In-.many dis-»

.. tricts, 80 per cent of neo-literdtes are

Mushms and over half of them arm
women. Those who becomé literate
are given primary education -at the
adult educaucn centres. -

If West Bengal in northeast Infha
has seen a drastic change n: the
attitude of Mustim families, Haryana -
state in the north is pot far behind. -’

There is a keenness to educate the *,
gitl child even among poor-Mushm 1
families. In one village, the girls’:
school founded: by the village headl
two years ago has become the means'
by which the 2,000-0dd Muslim fami-
lies are being mtrﬂduced into main-

_the gnvernmaant showing - scant 1n-

terest 'in reviving it use.

In government-run schools, there.
are no teachers to teach Urdu to.
Muslim .  “children. As  parent
Mohamed-Javed says, “Why should
we send our children to government
schools wmch _do not teach Urdu 7"

In the w}lagf: schnol fﬂl‘ girls men- |
tioned, one .of the first things that !
had to be done was to hire a teachcr'
in Urdu: Thisiremoved any reluct-
ance by Muslim parents abmnt send-’
ing their -daughters to the school,-:
which now has -about 150 papils. |

Muslim families are still keen that :
theie children learn the Quran, but |
they also realize that the madrasas
are ﬂl—eqmpped for mudem—da)',
learning. ;
. This is deplured by Maﬁlanﬂ
. Assayed Abu.- Ali Sahib, head §
teachf:r of the Madrasa Maktab-¢- |
Imamia which is one of the oldebt
primary madrasas in Calcutta, |

Madrasa education, he admits, is
basmally a rehglﬂus education. “But
.what, in essence; is religion ? Isn’t it

cause. Islam does not dlscuuragﬂ stream education, so dlfferent from. the cmbodzmeut of values ?

* ‘'women from getting an education.
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. “The new generation i§ challeng-
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the cocoored environs nf the tradi--

tional madrasa.
However, anmher problem is lan-
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. “In the

Says Sayed Zahir Hossain Jafree, |
past the Madrasa system |
produced alut of porféssionals. Why |

"ing tradlttunhl mores and questmnmg guage Mushms want to EE educated- can’tit do it now 7" Depthnews 4 Asin
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