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' . The two-day sevcnth SAARC
summit begins in Dhaka this
morning wilh a renewed zeal
for reviving the confidence on R
the regional forum of one bil-
lion people and bringing out
some concrete results through

South Asian counirics.

.. The summit, which was
postponed twice—first in De-
cember and again in January

.last—because of some internal -

compulsions of India, . marks
the second eycle of thE SAARC
summits.- SAARC whose {dea
was {irst mooted by Shahced
President Ziaur Raﬁﬁlm, was
launched at first

summit held in Dhaka I)e{,cm—

Despite the existence of con-
tentious bilateral issucs and
occasional strains in relation-
lcaders of seven South:
‘Asian nations kept the forum

- going with the objective of im-

proving the cconomic wellbeing
- of more than one billion people
of the 'region through mutual
cooperation. They also took
advantage of the summit for -
holding off-the summit discus-'
sions on bilateral issucs. The
SAARC chartér does not allow
discussion "on any bilaleral
contentious  issues within
SAARC framcwork. The capi-
tal city has been spurced up for
the summit with grandeur and
face-lift. The city has becn
dressed up with colourful
buntings, portraits ol SAARKC
blinking [lairy talc
lights adnrning all lmpi}rlclnl
! bulldingh and impnrlant road
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and Pakihtan ug.,ht seeu ruy
MeCasures haw: been enforeed in

~and around the capital in con-

nection with the halding of the
summit. About 3000 af.{:'urtly
personnel. comprising police,
armed police, para military
BDR, intclligence agencics have

been deployed and all preces-

sions, rallies and demonstira-
tions banned since Thursday

- night. The ban on rallics and.

m Monday.

rime Mlmstcr of Pakistan
Mian Nawaz Sharil, King of
Bhutan Jigme - Singhec
Wangchuk,; Prime¢ Minisicr of”
Ncpa] Girija Prasad Koirala,
President of the Maldives

EI‘GCESSIDH:‘; wuu]d conlinuce till '

" Mamoon Abdul Gaycom and

currént Chairman ol SAARC
and  President of Sri Lanka
Ranasinghe - Premadasa have

. already arrived here to atlend

the? summit. Indian Prime
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao is
scheduled to arrive at 8-30 am
{:ap'itzﬂ
Bangkok.

Before the start of the inau-
gural scession of the summit,
guard of honour will be pre--
scnied- to heads' of stale and
government at” Lhe ICC
premises. The inaugural scs-
sfon is scheduled to last {rom
10 am to 12-30 pm after the in-
auguration cercmony, leaders
will plant saplings al the ICC
premises and at |
would be flown to Meghna ghat |

- by helicopler for a eruise on the

lradilmnﬂl sicamer “Osirich”
for more than three
hours Durmg, the cruise lhf:

- 130 pm -

LT

leaders would be free 'to discuss

bilateral issues. They will have
Contd. on p_ag_E‘B col. 3
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thE‘.II' lunrh on baard
' The South Asfan leaders
"will aticnd a banduet hosted by

 Zia, who would take over the
sthardShi of the SAARC from
- the - nut%‘mng Chairman Sri
" Lankan President Ranasinghe
- Premadasa at the inaugural
session’ of the summit in the
evening.
On the second day ol the
summit tomorrow ( unday]

bilaieral discussions in the
morning. - They would make a
joint call -on resident Abdur
Rahman Biswas at Bangabha-
ban and atiend a lunch hosted
by him there, After the lunch
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' Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

the leaders will be free to hold:

a cultural show at Bangabha-
ban.

The mncluding session of
the summit, scheduled (6 be

held {for 75 minules begins at 5
m tomorrow at the conference

venue at (CC. The summitteers

-are expecied {o adopt a declara-

tion at the concluding scssion,
BSS adds:
SAARC made a modest begin-
ning with cooperation in se—
leeted arcas but gradually cam
to cover a lot of areas o dircct
benefits to the common people
in the region,

Arca analysts say-that the-

SAARC over the last few years
his blossomed into a meaning-
ful economic forum and it is

time thal the group addresses,

50 far b

The nasecnt.

" ber siales

Ilstif to - more - hardcore cco-

" nomic issucs mecling the  aspi--

ratios of the people of the Soulh
Asia.

The bLULnlh bummil {s cx: .

peeled to lake uf such hardeore
cconomic matters. in addition
lo consolidating lh{.ﬁgains made
the SAARC.

While. the bilateral issucs
arce nol covered by the SAARC
arcna, the SMI{C galh:.rmgs

- ¢ightler at the heads of govern-

menl  or Foreign Ministers or
L?LI]hﬂl‘L]hﬂ errlencs level- »
have always provided a desir-
able opportunity for the mem-
“lo discuss rather

. vexed bilateral matters. -
-~ Such discussions might not
have produced resolutions of
the vexed -issucs but’cast a

‘- Ldrly
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SAARC summlt begins today

. the SM{C leadcrs will witness "sobering eifects on the overall i

environment in the region, the
arca analysts said, '
fFor .insltance they pointed §
cul, Prime¢ Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's talks with Indian:
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao I

would locus on such cracial is-

" suces like the sharing of the wa-

ters of the Ganges and with the
Pakistan Prime Minister on |
repatriation  of the
"strandced Pakistanis™ {fom .
1Bangladcesh.

The Seventh SAARC sum-.
mit is ¢xpected Lo provide a
collective stimulation to the
cliorts for common goods by
the stales, whose tics are oltenr

bedevilied by occasional
strains at bilateral plan.




