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The Bangladesh Obseruer

ouncil meet Dec'4

T 3.0 Nov 1993

Poverty allevnatlon

1o be hlghhghted

Puverty allewatmn the key prob--

lem in the South Asm Inhabned by
more than one billion people, will
remain  the major, issueé when the
SAARC Council of Ministers begins
a two-day meeting in Dhaka - on
December 4, reports BSS.

" Poverty aﬂewatmn is central to
SAARC programme for cooperative

efforts towards economic uplift while

the council will deliberate on the
Integrated  Programme. of Actions
(IPA) and other reledant. matters,

Fareign Secretary Reaz Rahman told |

newsmen in' Dhaka on Monday.

- The Council, made up by the-

Foreign Ministers of the member
nations, is meeting during the inter-

- regnum of the¢ last summit in Dhaka

. and the next one which will be held
| in India.

This conference of the Foreign
Ministers halfway through the sum-
mits is aimed at making an OVerview

- of the SAARC activities in the light

of the demsmns of the preceedmgr

.sun:umt
! 1Fﬂrexgn Secretary Sﬂld

C’ activities were moving i

 full swing to the satisfaction of the
- members and the process of IPA to

the benefits of thc people of the

regton Is receiving impetus with the -

passing of every summit.

Senior officials of the SMRC
" members begin their meeting in Dha- .
ka from today (Tuasday} as a preludes:
to the -discussions by the .foreign’
secretaries under . the aegis of the:'

Standing Committee. -

The Standing Committee prepares .

the ground for the Foreign hﬁmste-
fial. meeting.

All the Fareign Ministers of the -
SAARC states will attend the confer-
ence which will be the 13th session of -

SAARC Council of Muustars, Mr

*’Rahman said. -

“The main vehicle of SAARC Hl'.‘tl-
wities is the IPA, which will -come
under review of the meeting along.

- with the calender activities of the 13

Technical Committees.

The Foreign Secretar}r, whoisalso -
. the Chairman of the Standing Com-
- mittee said other issues outside the
IPA like the “Peaple to people con- -

tact”, two conventions, SAARC

foad reserve wnulcl come for chscu&
qmm

- The report of the independent .
‘South Asia Commission on poverty,
- whose report was endorsed. by the
last summit, will also come fur re- .
-~ view, he sald '

- Besides, he addcd the details of -

the South Asian Prefcrenual Trade
.. See Page 18 Col. 2 .
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. Agreement (SAPTA) and the South

Asian Development Fund (SADE) -
will be deliberated upon in the {

meeting.

«  Answering quesnnns the Foreign
Secretary said confentious bilateral -
. issue like “Farakka”"is not covered .3
for discussions by SAARC charter !
since objective of the collective effort
is to concentrate on the issues relat-
ing to common good.

However, he

said, : bilateral mat--

- ters are often dlscussed when Fore-
ign Ministers meet at bilateral piane

and this casts a sober effect .on the
overall climate in the region,

Responding to questions about the
progress of the SAARC, he said the
process continues and the achieve-.
ment is laudable given the condition .

i and resource constraints in the’ re-

gion.

Replying to.other ‘questions, he |

said Bangladesh made every effortto -
facilitate the return of the “Chakma .
refngees from India and it is await-
ing for early outcome of its cfforts.
¢ told ancther questioner that”
the Government is pursuing with all - .
* vigour the repatriation of “stranded -
Paklstams" from Bangladtsh RS
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