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. The Maldives Prr:su:lent Mr. Mau-

moor Abdul Gavoom and Prime’

‘Minister Begum Khaleda Zia Satur-
day discussed the ways for making
SAARC mecetings moré business-like
and functional. reports BSS.

Foreipn Ministers had given the man-
date to the current SAARC Chair-
man. Mr. Gayoom for seeking sug-
gestions of member states on how 1o
make the meetings business-like and
_functional by reducing formalities.

A foreign office spokesman told
newsmen the two teaders during
their 90-minute talks held at State

‘Guest House Meghna also discussed

various matters of bilateral interests.

He - said - the Maldives President
briefed BEEUIT! Khaleda Zia about
the SAARC activities. Mr. Gavoom
also pointed out various previous
decisions ~ needed  attention  for
speedv implementation.

The observance of SAARC vear of
. environment m 1992 :-.eltma up of a_

the Male meeting of SAARC

SAARC reg:anal fund study on the
causes and consequeénces of natusal
disaster and protection and preserva-

tion of the environment. study on the

Green House cffect and its impact on
the region and setting up of nori-

Emernmenlai and professional asso- -

c1ations are the subjects which came
up for discussion. he said.
The s

;pokesman said the Maldives

had prepared a list of activitiés in.

observance of the environmerit Veir
and those were
among the member states.

Regurding the SAARC fund it was
observed that the fund could he
constituted by voluntary contribu-
tions of member states and also by
donor dgencics  and inh.manundl
linancial tnstitutions.

The two leaders, among othiers
dl!sﬂ discussed abfout the status of
children in SAARC countrics arid

- called for following up of the expoft .

meeting held on the auh]ect in Fn. bru-
ary thu. vear. -

being circulated -

. and stability.
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. the idea of SAARC as an instrument l

Gayoom Khaleda talk bllateral ssues’ *

'AARC Imeetings to be
made more business-like :

Dunng the formal talks Prcatdmt
Gavoom referred 10 the vision and
wisdom of Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman who had first formulated

of peace. progress and coopcration

In this region and added- ‘that

aithough the¢ transhation of this vision

into rcal:lv took place subsequently

all of us owe this ideato him (Presi- -

gdent Zia). - ‘f
.Begum Khaleda Zia said Ihat

SAARC as a concept centred to be

very close to us and all of s topether

should do everything 1o addn.as the

problem of poverty in this” regiofin

an cnvironment of peace. security..

Bcgum Khaleda Zia described the
cxisting refations between the two
countrics as “excellent™ and said the
volume of cooperation was very -
mmfacmrv .

The Bangladcsh* Prime Minister
offered _seats -in the medical. cn-
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gineering ‘and other institutions fur o

Maldives stidénts. She sad |
%t:ngladtsh could scnd both skilled
and unskilled labours to Maldives. y

She ~welcomed more  €conomic
cuﬂperatmn between the two cm;n-
tries in the form of joint ventures for
the miitual benefit nf the two peo-
pleﬂsegum Khaleda Zm extended ull
support 1o the SAARC current
Chairman President Gayoom in ILadd
ing the organisation to its’ cherishe

goal of improving the lot of the :
penplc of this region. She hoped that l
SAARC would . become  more
meamngful and purposvr:ful in {uture.
During the talks. Prime Minister

Btgum Zia was assisted by Foreign J

Minister A S.M. Mostafizur Rah- i'
..man. State Minister for Food Barris-

ter Nazmu! Huda. Foreign Secretary

Abul Ahsan. Member of the Plan- .

ning Commission. Dr. Sheikh Ma-
-qsund Ali. Additional Foreign

Secretary Reaz Rahman and Adds-

tional  Secretary ‘In-charge Prime:

Minister's Secretariat Dr Kdﬂ]ﬂllld

din Slddlqm

Pn:sndent Gavoom  wus mded
among others by Mr. Abdul Rasheed }
"‘Hussain. Minister of State for Pres- .
idential ‘Affairs. Mr. Ibralhim™Hos-
sain Zaki. Deputy Minister for Fore-
ign Affairs and Mr. Ahmed Abdul-
lah. High Commissioner of the Mal- j

dives to- Bdnﬁladuh !
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