f ; anc thstor Begum Khalcda th S ofﬁmal visit 10
'Sh Lanka in the wake of the postpono*nont of the filth”

. annual summit of the’ SAARC states in Colombo is a
'- . - reflection of Bangladoshs commitment to the principles
S - © of regtonal cooperation. Dhaka initiated the concept of
. - t rogtonahsm for the one billion South Asian people from

| .~ the firm cgnviction ‘that collaboratwe efforts and the -
~_pooling of resources on gut dovolopmont issues will
“accelerate _progress for all ‘the seven, countries.
Bangladesh Bhutan, . India, the Maldwcs Nepal
" Pakistan, and Sri Lanka comprisc onc- fifih of the present”
- ‘global porpulaoon .and also some:of-the poorestpeople of
| ~ the world. Their development nceds are urgent and yet
: - - progress was not being aceved at a raptd onough pace. .

- o Although man} skopttcw dubbed the SAARC the
| .. ""Club-of the Poor“ the organisation in‘the last six ycars
-had made unbellcvablc progress in binding tﬁdmdual
*endcavours in human and natural resources dcvelopmt,nt
togother in the mainstream- of . rogtonal Progress. The
. achievements in.the case of agricultural research,
- weather forecasting and rural devolopmcnt projccts like -
non—formal education, vocational training and tmprovcd
hoalth services, . point to *the- fact that regional -
y | cooperation as a concept-has’ caught the imagination of -
 the vast majomy of dovolopmcnt plarincrs and workors o

E Bogum Zia in response (o a wclcommg address by
. Sri Lankan Pro51dont Premadasa underscored the need .
, for Wtdomng the scope of SAARC instead of squcozmg
—*x}» it in the context of the ‘changed global political -
cnwronmcnt The' end of supcrpowor rivalry make§'it
, easicr for rcgtonal coopcration Lo grow. Also regionalism .
‘nolds the prospects of using (o the best advantage the *
. new opportumuos unlocked by the rolamuon of globol

tcnsion. Lo o . ;

Tt is nnportant thorcforo, to ensure the- growth of

SAARC and protoct it from all kinds of heinous motiyes. .

The regtonal forum faced several challenges in the initial

_ " period and most of these crises had their.roots in mutual ’ ‘

_ v disyrust and suspicion which were the outcome in tum of
- lingering bilateral issues.  Incrcased coopgralion undtr
SAARC should create a climate of confidehce which is

’% “nccessary if the countrics in this impoverishdd part of thew |,

- -world arc keen on bmldmg peace and st 1hty n: lho

region..

. Trishoped that SAARC will be able to pe w:th thc :

“new challenge posed by the postponement okthe sulmmit

. and-emierge stronger from the crisis. The peog c
region are committed- to the SAARC principles and this

| .has .becn demonstrated. in ithe: past. Jt.is now for. the,

|. . t;leadcrs to respond- posnwoly to ‘thie- domands:of the ~

times. - |

Bangladesh has mado tts pomt strongly onough that
- the progress in regional cooporatlon achieved so far
~cannot be allowed to go to waste. In- the unofﬁcm] mini
: . summit of the four South Asian leaders in Colombo, it i:fs -
! , had been clear that the vast’ mgjonty of South Asians are - ’
in favour of carrying. forward the momentum of regtona]
¢ooperatior. ‘Whatever may be the compulsions whlch
.- forced the postponement of the ‘Colombo- summit on

t Thut:sday, the annual m
} possible and 1 ceting should be held a5 early as

- c
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