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Contd, from page 1

said that the tensinn_ and the
contiouing nuclear arms race

Ershad

Contd. from page 1

Inauvgurating the plenary ces.
Lion, PrESideqt Ershad said the
SARC strategy is based on clear
understanding that ouy coopera
tivn and joint enterprise would
in g¢ way limit freedom of
judgement ang freedomi 3
chuice.

BSS adds : Underlining the
significance of the SARC suni-
-t he said the leadcrs of sevep
Scuth Asian  countyi:-s -were
- Mmeeting for a ““fruitful and op.
going dialogue that responds o
the basic needs and urges of
our peoples™.

He hoped that the dialoguc
would serve as a framework
for dispelling ‘misunderstand.
Ing. suspicion, fear and anxi-
ety”’. The framework gf the

- SARC summit 2s the key 1o
the regional cooperation of the
interactions of the national lead.
erships is bound to broaden ints
the interactiong of our peaple’s’,
he added.

Speaking about the areas of
cocperation and structures idea
tified by the Foreign Ministers
and Foreign Secretaries of th»
feven  countries  President
Ershad told his sudience that
‘the work wag dune painstakingiy
“In a spirit of *“pragwatism based
on hard.-headed calculations of
the realm of actuality and the
“realm of promise”

Yet the tangibie cooperation
achieved thus far by no means
'~ ¢compietes our agenda or ex
hausts the scope of our enter.
prise, the President said adding
“Indeed wo ale on (e thesh
icid”’, -

Speaking  about the reasons
for capturing the imaginations
und allegiances of the pecple by
the SARC, the President said

had offered an historic opportu™

rity to ‘‘reshape the postinde.
Pendence political cultures o
CUr respective societies within:
the framewemrk of sovereigr.
equality and independence”,

He %aid SARC promiised n
new resonAnce to the political
- discourse of the peoples of the
region and of the present time."
It promises a dimension of crea.
tive hope and expectationg awav
Irom the desperationg of sub-
~ nationalisms and parchialisms, ,
- of limited horizong and of limil. -
Y ed vision"’, he hoped. 1
= ' 5
: (See page 5) ]

-

posed 8 serious threat to. thz |

1 ini i ' ity andi
Prime Minister Gandhi near. PTogress and . prosper _

ly echuinhgi the King's concern Called for a conscious effort tof

remain outside the vortex of
these tensions and conflicts, |

President Gayocem noting the
steady progress of the SAARC
said that it was duty of every
nation to see that the princi
ples and ideals were fully res
pected and adhered to,
 King Birendra of Nepal noi
ing the differences among the
nations of the region said tha
this weakness must be turnec
into the strength by resolving
to reach into a principle of
agreeable harmony, an ordel
that says not for one but i:.‘:ngF
all to the betterment of all the
peoples of the region.

President Zijaul Haq sair.;i
more coniacts through region-
al co-operation mistrust will
be dissipitated and goodwill
crcated. He called for political
action to create the goodwill
that could reduce waste and
diversion of resources to un-
productive uses. ‘

President Haq also called for
4 collective pledge renouncing
the threat or use of force ag-
airst one another, banish nu-
clear weapons and develop a
system of consultations on mat-

ters of colmmon concern to |

SAARC.,

President Jayewardene ex-
pressed concern that terrorist
movements have raised hesuds
in several countries of the re-
gion and referred to. Tamil
problem in his country. He
called for non-violence. ‘

Jayewardene said India, lar-
ger than all the rest of us come-
bined can by deeds and words
create the confidence among
us g0 necessary t{o make a be-

. ginning '

“Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is its cho-
gen leader. On him we rest
our hopes, He must not fail us,
He cannot.” he said.

Earlier the seven leaders laid
wreaths at the Jativa Shaheed
Smriti Shoudha at Savar in
memory of the Liberation figh-
ters, o

- " — i m

4

- ¢ceptlion

8ri Lankan leader

S —

Conid, from page 1

doms.”

' The Sri Lankan President in
his" address at the inaugural
session of the SARC Summit
meeting on Saturday morning
stressud the need for {rusting
each other and said "India the

largest in every way, larger .
than all the rest of us cumf

bined, can by deeds and word

c¢reate the confidence among us
$0 necessary to make a begin-
ning, Mr, Rajiv Gandhi is jts
chosen leader; on him we rest
our hopes. He must not {faij
us, He canpot. Qur duty is to
help him to the uytmost. He
should tell us what each of ua
should do and we must res-
pord as best as we can.”

= -— gl

President Jayewardene gaid
that regional stability and hu-
man development should get
priority in regional cO-Opera-

- tion,

He said the idea of regional
Co-operation was net ap intele
lectual fancy divorced from
mundane needs, rather it was
4 constructive step in the de-

-~ velopment process,

The Sri Lankan President
said that the presence of the
leaders of the seven South
Asian nations- in Dhaka for
making *“our collective as well
as individuzl future* Wwas g
historic occasion, The respon.
sibility these leaders faced was.
heavy while the stakes were
high and their expectations
great, he said,

Therefore, he said, we should |

approach the task with hope
d with optimism, for we all

~believed. that as the fu) po-

tential of the venture came tg
be realised,

of “our several . peaples
countries,”

“ He also pointed out that due
to certain clearly identifiable!
historical as wel] as geo-poli-
tical factors *which militated
against regional cioseness thes

process in Organising regional
Co-operation was slow,

Historical legacies of con.
fict_ vast prevailing disparities
of size ang Tesources different
levels of development both $0-
cio-economic and technological
and differences of strategic per-,
Stemming . from these:
factors were g stumbiing hlack,"t
he said. |

But this did net mean. that

. the need for iz desirability of

the countrieg of this
get-together jn their

Tegion t
collective

interests had not been recog-

earlier, the
said,

hised or articulated

S

-—

| _ AN
- Jayewardene

?d, its benefits would !
be incalculable to the welfars |

and |
' and human development should

| finance  SARC's

oX( suimmit

Contd. from page 1

mme of Action’s calendar of
activities for 1985,

- They slightly amended the
draft charter providing for the
annual summit meetings anc
twice a yvear meetings of Coun.
cil of Ministers. The summit-
eers themselves did the draft.
ing,

Mr. Abul Ahsan said that the
Heads of State and Govern.
Mment exchanged their view:
within the SARC framework
on the fundamental elements
of co-operation and gave &
number of new ideas and d!-
rections. '

Nepal's King' Birendra sug-
Eested regional co-operation on
the common river water re-
Sources for the maximum yti-
lisation of its waters for the
benefit of the South Asfan;
countries,’ iy

President Zian} Haqg of Pak-™
Istan Buggested renunciation of
use of forces or threat by the
SARC countries against one an-
othep ’ ‘

King Wangehuk of Rhutan
said that regional co-operation
hag a political dimension, In-
dian  Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi .stressed the need for

peaceful co-existence and so.
vereign  equality, President
Jayewardene of’ Sri Lanka said
that regional political stability

have priority in regional co-
operation, The spokesman <aid
that SARC Heads of State and
government also decided that
an expert committee would de-.

termine its co-operation with
different multilaterai organisa-
tions in which developing coun
tries of the region specially
the LDCs have a special inter-
est. AT |

The summit spokesman that
President of Pakistan offered’
to host the SARC expert group
meeting to determine co-cpes
ration with other multilateral
forums. The President of Pak-
istan also suggested formation
of a regional organisation for
women. Asked whethar non-

aggression pact came up for
discussion at the working ses-
sion, the spokesman said no.
In reply to another question

he said ITU, FAO and EEC
had 1made specific proposals to
co-operation
programies,

He told another questioner
that the airlines of the region
were working on a proposal
to package fare for promotion
of tourism and connect capitals

~~¢. SARC countries by air. ./
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The Indian Prime .Minister

Ziaul Haq
. Contd. from page 1
nwn benefit

Addre*-'s:ng the inaugural SFS
sion of the summit, ke fel; 1hat
the regional coopepation would
mov:tahly lead'to greatey Under-
thmﬂmg, which, he said in turn
weuld also .dissipate mistru**
Tromote - goodwill tand” help-
duce waste and diversion Of Ie
suurr:es to unproductive uses.

- | This process, the -Pakistans
‘_ L - p’remient felt, shuuld be backed
| | _lnnd accelerated by concurrent

RCticns in the pohtical field,

President Zia maintained that

. Qrmth Asian nationg .could taka

szps to banish nuclear Wweapans.
He glso ruggested for creation of
a system of consultationg: on
matters of mmmon concern- v
SARC members.

\ : i President Haq urged. tha
. jiEr.u_Ih Asian countrieg to resolve
net to waver from the path of
ctuperative endeavoup for the
‘fcmmnngood of the people af
thc region. He said the searci
fv:,r peace stability and progres:
it South Asia could make a vital
¢ontribution to  internationgl
lpeace, and Seeutrity, and asm.:t
|

in lthe world.

President Zia referred 0 th»
common eommilment 10 the Uni-
ited Nations Charter and the Non-
aligned Movement which provid.
"ed sound basis for the consoli-
dation of geod neighbourly rela.
ticns emong the SARC mEmbet
ceuntries,

Recorded deep mtiehmess ts
President H M Ershad for the
cordig] invitation to the - summit

;meeting and for thg warm wel-
come by his government and

; the generoug people of Bangla

i desh.

| TRIBUTES TO LATE ZIA-
l The Pakistani President TeCoI-
ded the far sight and
:manship of late President Ziaur
.Rahman in 'recognising (he im-
peratives of regional cooperatiot
land suid our meeting in th?
;cﬂpital of Bangiladesh represents

a tribute to him (Presidént Zia-

u;- Kahman) - for his dedicated
ellerts to pioneer the comity of
Sjuth Asian nntmnﬂ

The seed 3%vn by Prea:dent
Ziaur Rahman has grown -into
a riurdy plant thanks 10 th»
. painstaking cara
hae been nurtured by the Gov.
'-t:rnme:nt cf Bangladesh

Departmg from -the writteh
ﬂ-:t President Zig said the re-

; merks by Sri Lankan President

. J R Jayewardene that the estab-
lishment of peace and stability

) -~ 7 lin each of our equntry dnd in
. each of our region werg of fun-
damentzl importance 10 streng-

then the; SARC spirit,

Re"femng o the infarmaj dm.
cussion® and consultations . a°
the experts level. he said the
mms erchanged by the .SARC
| leaders apd the remarks by the
41 Lankan President were ex.
tremely usefu! foy Mmaking  the
st‘LRC more eﬂemw *

------

. rathér to fit’ South Asian co-

_~,_torexgﬁ"‘ DIIBI.EE as an iuit'.h,'u.ul:r::a,--Iil
re-.

" al' rejeiionships amgng mem

states--

cara with which i+

| sw% h-

felt that the model of co-ope-
ration evolved by SARC na-. .
tions was in accord with req-;
lities compulsions ~and genius’
~of South Aslan countries. “We

have not sought to melt our
bilateral relationships into 4
common regional identity, but

uperatmn into our respective

difﬁensmn.

. He said that his countr;
welcomed the diversity of thr
‘region and aﬂirmed sovereigs
equality of seven statﬁs_ uh
South Asia, “We have pro
found faith in. peaceful co-ex
istence ” Mr. Gandhi said.

fndian Prime Minister Mg
Rajiv Gandhi hoped. that th¢ i
pnctlr.-e of regional cn-nperaﬁ.
tion under SARC would havi
a beneficial im;:act on bilater;

ber-nations. \

He said that a spirit of soxt
'darity, “sharing. and unity of
purpose havé brought the
Sﬂuth Asian nation together.

"Mr. Gandhi said that Snuﬂ' -
Asian nationg had been able tca
evolve modalities ‘which dic
not allow bilateral stresses anc
strains to impinge on region
co-operation. “Qur W-Opera
tion tempers enthusiasm wztl'
pragmatxsm and mm.atwe with .

consensus,” he amd The I::n:h-.L -
an Prime Minister sgaid that ”
the summit had given risé- to
great- expectations among peo-
ples of South Asia .and nutslde

* world, Its success would des
"pend on .the inveolvement of

our peoples in their. l:undreda
of millions, he said.

; ECONOMIC SITUATIDN

Referrmg to the global ecos
nomic situation, Mr, Gandhi
said that the world economy
remzained immersed in deep
crisis with - international eco-
nomic institutions in dzsarray.
“The consensus on develop:

- ment has broken. down,'™ ‘Mul-

tilateralism have come under
severe strain., ' :

He said though the South] .
Asian countries had weathered : -
the economic crisis well they
were still being contrunted by
formidahle problems like po-
verly, illiteracy, malnutrition
and djsease. He said that SARC
nations would have {o overs
come those problems in a high- v/
ly adverse extemal environ-
ment, -

er. Gandhi nhserved that
the endeavours of South Asian
nations would strengthen the
forces of . multilateralism’ and
world-wide e¢o-operation,

The -Non-aligned 1\.{1:::'%.*»3:1::1u|.=:1:|1t1,j
the Indian Prime Minister said, ;
to whom -all “South” Asian na-
tions - belonged had made the

b+
|

- pursuit of ‘peace, progress, pros- -

perity and the estahlmhment of .
a8 new world order, the cen-}
terpiece of its efforts. “SARC
glves practical form in our re-
gion to the declaration on col-

. lective self-reliance adopted at
-the New _I)elhl Hun-a.!igned




