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. Following is the . charter of
'F -thﬂ Sﬂlﬂh .ﬂ.ﬁlﬂl’l Aimlanﬂn 1(;[
- - BSS.
' 1 We, the heads

‘ fm*ernment of Bangladesh, Bl;u-
a-

] tan. India -Maldives N:epal,
| - ' 'kistan and Sri Lanka, are :
1. Dusirous of promoting peace
- stahility, amity and progress in
. <the region: through stri¢ct adhe-
‘ . rence to the principles ¢of the
"United Nations Charter and
Non-Alienment, particularly  re-
soect for the principles - of: so--
vereien equality, .. territorial in-
tegrity, national independence,
nonatse of force and non-in-
terference in the internal affairs
of other staies and  peaceful
settlement of all' disputes.
.- 2, Conscious
crea-amglv interdependent world.
the obijectives of peace, fre:ednm
social iustice'and economic pro-

%

mutual  understanding; good
- nemhhuurlv relations and meéa-
ningful cooperation among  the
metnber states which are bound
bv ties of history and culture.
3. Aware of the common pro-,
blems, interests and aspiraiion
of the peoples of South Asid and
the need for joint - action and
ﬂnhanced cooperation within bv
irespective political and economic
systems -and cultural traditions,
4. Convinced that regional
fmuneratim among the countries
-of South "Asia is- mutually be-
\neficial, desnrable and necessaty -
for vpromoting - the welfare and
improving the guality nuf life ‘of -
ithe peoples of the region. »-
1 5. Convinced further that
economic. . social and - technical”
cooperation among the, ccuritries
of Scuth Asia would contribite
significantly to-national and col-
‘ - - lective. self-reliance,
I ' 6. Recognising that increased
| ‘cogperation, contacts. and  ex-
. changes among the'-countries of
the region ‘will cdntribute” to
the promotion of friendshiu and
unzec;erstand‘ng among their peo-
D

7.. Recalling the declaratsun
sizned by their Foreign Ministers
in- New Delhi on August 2, 1583
and noting the Proeress achieved
in regional cooveration
- 8. Reaffirming their determi-
nation to promote such coopera.
tion within an institutional fra-
mework. . do  herebv  agree 1o
establish an nrgamsatiun to be.
known as South Asian” "Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation
- hereiin-after reférred- to as the
association, with the following
. obiectives principles, mstltutmnal
and financial arrangeméonts.
) . ARTICLE I
o I - OBJECTIVES
: ‘17 Thé nbiectives of thE RSSO-
ciatiun shall be; A) to promote -
the welfare of the peoples of
South Asia and to improve their
’ ~ auality of life, B) to- accelerate
' economic growth, social Progress

- regich’” ~ and to " provide

to live in dignitv and to reallise

relignee amons the Xonfitries icfx
of- South Asia, D)..to, dontribute~
‘fo-mutual " trust, undcrstandmu
.and appreciation -.of one anothet’s
prvoblems, EV 10 promote active

tance in the economic, social:

Betdc P to strenethen coopera:

'"tries. ) to. strengthen .coonera-
, -tion among themselves in- inter.
, national - forums on matters of
-common interests, and H). to
cooperate with mternatmnal and
- regional organisations . with simi.
~lar aims and purposes..

- ARTICLE 1I

| ‘.. PRINCIPLES :
‘1. Cooperation within the
framework of the association

territorial integrity, political in-
dependence., non-intereference in
the inteirmnal affmrs of athar states
and mutual benefit. . .-

2. Such cooperation shall not

mult‘latera! ccoperation but shall
complement . them. -
' 3. Such cooperation shall not

multllateral ohligations. 7
ARTICLE IIT

government
1. The heads of state or go-
ment shall. meét o6nce a vear
~r mmore often as and when con-
idered necessarv by the .memhcr

itates.
_— ARTICLE w -
Caunecil  of Mmhtm L.
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Text of SAARC Chdrter

-Regional ., Cooperation, reports '

‘of state or .~tions:

that in an in- .

sperity are best achieved. in the " ¢ i“ng I
. South Asmn region hv fostering -

~determination of

'programiges, d

-and Cultural development in the’
. tact- amongst recogm

of ﬂxcellenﬁ it vn_algm

all mdividuals ‘the opportinity.

their -full” potentials. €).to_pro- -
mote : & strengthen éollec’tnv@q:lf '

collaboratmn and - mutueal assis- >~ - gR

cultural. - technical and qcientiﬁc
Ition iwith- other developing coun- -

shall be based on respect for the-
principles of sovereign equality

"a substitute for bilateral and.

+- be taken -on the
be inconsistent with bilateral and’
Méetmes of the heads of state

< owr. hands and
It!%is the eighth dav o

. President of the People's Repub

]

Maumoon Abdul Ga oom,
gident of the Republlc of Mﬂl-: .

dives. :
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, King
of Bhutan. :
Birendra Bir Bikram  Shah
Det, King of Nepal.
Rajiv -Gangdhi, Prime Ministen -
of the Republic of India,
Mubhammad Ziaul Haq, Presi.
dent of the Islamic Repubhc of
Pakistan. .
Junius Richard Javewardene,

A Couml of Ministers mnsist-
tng of! the Foreign M.inisters of
the member htates shall be esta-
blished with the following func-

AY Furmulatmn of thé pnl:mes
of the association,

By Review of the nroyzrcss of
cooperation under the associa-

tion.
C) Decision. on new areas nf

cooperation, .
D) Estabhahment of addltmnal

mechanism under the association President of Democratic Secia-
as deemed necessary, list Republic of Sni Lﬂnkﬂt

) The Council of Ministery ———er—m
“shall meet twice a yeéar extraor-
dinarv session of the council may
be held bv agreement -among the .

'E-tmeq
" ARTICLE V
Ktandineg Cnmmltlec
,The standing’ commitiee cone

nrising the Foreign Secretaries
shall ‘have. the fullowihﬂ

14
——

-ll-lll-l—h-'.-;‘_. - -

- e =

fun-:

| A)Y overall mumtunnp and
cmrdmatmn of programme of co-
operation, By approval of pro-.
iects and programmes, and the
modalities of their financing. )
intﬂr-sectnml
vriorities, . D} mobilisation of. re-.
gional and- external resources,
E) identification of neyw areas ‘of*
cooperation based on, ° appro-
triate studies.
2. The Standing Committee
shall: meet as often as deemed
‘necessary. . '
3. The Standine Comm:ttee : '
shall submit periodic reports ' : S
to the Council of Ministers zndi , -
make reference to it as and when
necessary for decisions on pohcv -

matters
“ARTICLE VI '

'IECHNICAL COMMITEES . ~

Technical Committees com ri
sing representatives of member’
states shall be responsible f-:n:'!l
the lmplem.entatmn. coordina- {
tion anid monitoring: of the pro-;
grammes in thpir respective aregs.
of ‘cooperation.

2. They shall have the fullnwinil'
terms - nf reference: ay determi.”
nation of the potential and ﬂw
scope of regional cooperation in'
agreed areas, b) formulation of
programmes and preparation of
projects, ¢) determination of fin-.
ancial implications of sectoral
furmu.lntwn of S
recommendations . regard mg alp ' S
portlunmt of costs, e) i e- .
-mentation and . mnrdinatmn of
sectoral programmes, f) moni tor. \

::n:n of progress in - \lmplemntlr -
: .

3. The Techmcai Committees h
shall submit periodic reports to -
‘the :Standing  Committeg,

4. The ' chairmanship of the:
Technical ' Committees shall note
- gally rotate among member sta-
" tes in alphabetical urdcr every
two vears. :

5~ The. Techmcal Committnss
. may, inter.alig, use the following
mechanisms and modalities, if |
and when considered necessary:
a) meetings of heads of natwnal
technical .agencies b) meetings of
experts in spegific ﬁelds c) con-
centres

Actmn Committes - . | ’
yThe Standing *.; Commitiee |
ma!.I set up Action Committm~
cumpnsmg member states <on-
cerned with implementgtion - of
projects intolving more
two but not all member states..
LE VIII . :

A 1

There  shall he a gmManat
of the .Association.

ARTICLE IX
F‘I NANCI ARRANGENI‘S
The cnntributinn of each
membﬂr state towWwards ﬂnancing
of  the activities of the lsma-
tion shall be voluntary.

2. Each technical committes
shall maké recommendations furg
:‘II:;:-D Iappmgjanmehgt of costs ofp

ementing t rogramimes
Proposed hyg it. . P

3. In case sufficient finaneldl
resourees cannot be -mobilised
within the region for ~ funding
acCtivities of t association, ex.-
fernal fnancing from g pro-
prjatet I?aurces malyol%e mobilised

& Aapprovae ar
Standmg Cgmnuttee be the
2 ARTICLE X

General Provisions

1. Decisions at ail Ietels shati

basis of unani-

;‘l.h

mity.

m;uesﬂillalteilralﬁ:nd ﬁc%ngnggus
sha exclu
the dehberatinns © -

In faith where of we have set

souls hereunto.
Dane -in Dhaka, desllll On

. L I"-..wd

the year one thousapd
hundred €ighty five. o e

Hussain Muhammad Ershad
lic of Bangladesh,




