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JHE -SAARC feter has subsi-
A ded.” But -t has set off
unending ripples of’ benign grow
th which mhay give the regional
entity enough strength to stand
up on its pwn feet or, i hot
nursed -with care, turn malig-
nant into a skeleton of unful.
filled aspirations.

In the a#termath of the frst
ever gathering. in Dhaka of the
heads of State and Government
of -the seven countries, ther=s
1S no sign pr reason for onc {0
be passimistic. © The  Thistoric
meeting has gencrated so, much
of expectatjon that future coursz
etents mav find it difficult
isappointments and
pitfalls cannot be raled qui, bt
the leadefs, determining the
course of daction, will have ade

to meet.

- quate justification to go slow,

!'.
* a slow, . gradual sud verv pav-
tious movement,

- which app
+ tion of .imperialism,

. uneven lével

- the regidn.
‘bloody wars in the

lains wh
: EATION

for the ship has only sighted
the iceberg.

It will have to
steer cleariof, the barrier through

leaders demonstrated their aware
ness of -the danger, which ex-
the DHAKA DECLAS
15 detoid of the rhe-
torics, nhances and cliches
that usuaily A1l the literdtuic.
of such tﬂnferences:_

Cun_tdnt,knus bilateral issucs
eared at the tgrmina.-
ethnic, cul-
tural and: religious - djversities,
"of deve.oepment
and uncommon politicat nercep.-
tions had not only ‘intensifiza
mutual suspicion’ but alsg madi-
fested in  tiolent outbursts tn

sub.contl.

~nent, There have been bloody
riots. Terrorism and palitical
turmoill marred peace and sta-:

’bﬂi_tv In jmmany” countries of the
region.

here have been patur.

_ 8] calamities and man-made tra.

gedles

\ - mhoalonl .
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The summit ;
process and

. Nas evolved and

There have been
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region but also the entire world,
There have been violations of
human rights against whish po
protests were aliowed to be
voiced, All these coripounded
by economic aeprivation .caused
by extra-regional fiuctuatdons
had left deep scars on the dody
politic and pushed the . people
of South Asia int0 a state of vir-
tual despair.

The Dhaka | Declaration. has
Kindled a light, fecble may be

~ar nrst sight, of hope with the
message . that united we stand -

divided we fall. We have to
survive together, face the char
fenge together and move ahead
together.
small, have . joined hands as
c€quals to make a solemp pledge

for collective
ltself a great achievement; an

Incredible Feat of sueccess ihat
pulled up from slumber the one
‘billion people of the repion of
South Asia, No matter how far
it goes,” how much or how little
of the expectations materialise,
Dhaka, the capital of one hun-
dred million people have reasen
10 take pride for initiating the
showing the way
how acrimony can be sunk, bit-

terness forgotten and ¢onflicts -
"tuarned Into friendship ..

A new
spirit is born a fresh awareness
a4 new era hav
dawned. - -

When it was first - conceived
In 1980, the climate in the sud

continent looked conducive teo
Hoating the idea .of regional co-

“operation for collective benefit.

The late Bangladest: President

Ziaur  Rahman’s letter tp the
other- leaders of the  region
sought (o initiate consultattons
on matters of mutual interest
and' cooperation under somc
sor{ of institutional. - arrange-
ment. It did not intend to rush

things through the wall' of Sus-

Jj?t shook not only tae
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Post-Sum

....Syg& Mah'iu';ddin Ahmed

‘operation must,

The fact that big and’

self-reliance 1§

-would definitely

GATT _ North-South

Hu‘ o
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piclons -and apprehensions but
to begin cooperation in the hmg-
ted fields of economic, iechni-
cat, social and cultural spheres.
‘The countries are at different
levels of economic developmen..
Anv proposal for economic co-
therefore,
Tormulated with the = greatest
cart In order 10 ensure that tne
weak are not exploited and that
the strong do nor dominate.
The areas selecied are onl
thase In which cooperation will
rdutually benefit all the coun.
tries irrespectite of
disparities. That would make
regional cooperation meaning-
full strength the. spirit of
mutual trust and understanding
and bridge the gaps in develop-

ment. Uneven level of develop-

.ment would not matter;: rather

it would inspire the less dete-
loped to catch up with the rela-
tively fortunate neighbour and
encourage the more developed
to narrow the pap. The pakis-
tan President must have refer-
red to this 'perception when he

told a group of journalists in

Dhaka .that the countries would
draw’ strength from one another

instead of going into compett-

tion. .

The pgains of periodic consul-
tation and collective approach
spill over the
regional boundaries to influence
decisions in the international
sphere,. Who  would disagree

that it is through regional cohe- .

sto, that -Sotith Asia can hope
to have an effective- voice in
the interpational forums. Al
the countries have similar sta-
kes in the international econo-
mic- transactions and need to
take identitical paositions in the
multi-national forums like the
dialogue,
World Bank, IMF UNCTAD and

other agencies in the U.N. 5ve be

tem. It Is onlv groups of coun-
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trics—be thevy big or small—that
can aspire to¢ make decisive im-
pact on the decision.making pro:
cess in these forms. The jnsti-
tutional  artangemdn$-—-SAAR(J
would help take a coordinated

stand on behzlf of the one-fifth!”
of the world population. to playi }
a role commensurate with their

intrinsic globa! importance.
Cne important element that

cannot be " missed is the faet

that SAARC as a2 regional

grouping has been the latest in - |

the series: of rdgiconal associa-
tions formed in other parts of
the world. Economic and tech.

nical cooperation ogn a regional.

basis has long been accepted by
the developing couniries as &
desirable and necessary gtra‘egy
for collectite self.reliance. With
global interdependence assum.
ing greater importance regional

cooperation is considered to be
a strong springboard for global
SAARC can draw®

caobperation,
from the experience of other
associations to lead its way to
the realisation of its objectives.

The experiences elsewhere indi-
cate the possibility, of such co-
operation 1in spite of bilateral
problems., Even where bilater-
al problems crop up, this should
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not stand in the way of regionall|

- €conomic

cooperation in  the
cultural

technical, social and

spheres. This is etvident from
the fact that the countries
whose bilateral relations mavi.

be strained are still prepared

to cooperate with, one another|:

within a regional ~ framework.
As regional, cooperation grows,
it also ten
mate of mutual ‘vnderstandi
reducing the - scope of such dj
putes. SAARC hj
monsirated  this possibility id
the appreciable developments. in
the bilateral relations shortly’
fore and after the historic
Dhaks summit.

s already ded

to generate a clif'|




