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8 1985 will go down
n the s of South Asia a

s momentdus day as the meu
:headi_ nfhcstgte -and %mcrnmen:
mne the SAARC Charter a

pam. {10'am, GMT, ushering
in a mew|era of relations for
.one. billion people of the region.

| When the first SAARC_ Chair.
.man. Presi.dent H.M. Ershad of
Bangladesh declared with a
bang of the .gawvel that the Char.
terr of the * Forum bas been
adopted the delegates aad the
'guests” attending the conel
session of .the two-day symmit
- Treeted announcement with
?u nne.mlnhte nanding ovatlon.

|

:"131[ Cﬂﬂperatmn (SMRC)

4
: .
ssummiiwrs termed © the
;declaratisn’ ef ? : demonstra.

tion|. mhr gi:eir  resolve and
-~ tn <eliniinate suspi-
cion| ans  fear in the region

ensur®* meaningful regiongl
tion, Thev passed the
- declaratmn setting aside their
différences, fullv respecting each
o nther's sovereignty and freedom
of jndepentdent - iudgement, to
wmjt tozether and promote the
:'wei are of their peobples.
; Then President J. R. Jayewar-
- dene, the eldest among his

SAARC vpartners. proposed the
- of thanks for the success-

isuminit in the soil of Bang-
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istate or

1 Minister of India the President

Joperation smong

ples and
~ lity of life.

Her:nce in in*ernal affairs
I non-use  of threat or use of forca:

-i,and political - indepe dence
| other states.
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called themseltes  as equal
brothers” .warmly shook ™ hands

with one ancother for their ae-

complishment. They a]l affixed
their signatures on seven o
na! copies of the Charter to

kept in each gmtﬂl of the
seven-natiop S
The leaders who made the

" history termed the 10.page cha.ﬂ
ter as the expression of ‘our

common will and desire to work
together”.  They all believed

that the Charter would be an
instrument for meaningful regio-
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-na}G cnnlgratignc
ng Birend:
Shah “Dov of Nepal mads the
prnpusal for adoption of the

four Presidents the
and m J[_pnm Minister_who Chﬁggﬂﬂﬂﬂ it was passed un
o The SAARC CHarter. has eight

ubjecuves three principles an
two provision t.'i:at said

at all levels

.~ the “signing ccremony that last--
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Headg uf State and Gﬂvern ment of the seven Sauth Asm'l Natmns signed the c.harle:- of the South Asmn Assncmtmn fur Rem*

SAARC Charter adopted
Pl dge to promote frie

By A Stafl Corresmndent

shall be taken nn the bnsls of
unanimity - and  hilateral and
contentious issues shall be ex.
cluded from the deliberations.
It .has 1en articles that say
the heads of state- and govern.
ment ‘shall meet oncée @&  year
or more often as and . when
considered necessary by . the
member states, Counci} of Minis
ters shall' meet twice a year
the Standing Commmttee of For

eign Secretaries shall meet  as
often . as deemed necessary
there. shall be @ secretarnat

-techmcal cumnuttees and action
commitiees comprising member
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dramatic develapment thmugh
which they can influence the
future direction of the global
community.

T%e concluding session wit-
nessed another historic moment °
at 4.50 p.m when the heads
of state end government pass.
sd unaniinously the declaratior
of the summit which they nam
ed “Dhaka Declaration’. - The
house hailed the . passage r.tf
the Declaration hy applause.

President Ziaul Hug prnpﬁsed
to adopt the Dhaka Declaration
and with full consent of all
partners SAARC. Chairman. Presi
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dent Ershad announced that the %
Hituefme,mmber states 'com. declaration” has beenﬂpassed [;
F....H.-_n—..---lrw—“—‘--— T

mitted fully to the Charter
that symbolised - meaningful re.
pionit cohperation in spite = of .
differerichs ~ in, foreign policy |
-and "secunty pempunns After

i
§

ed six- minutes the seven part. !
ners \in° their “concluding state:
ments “pledged to make’ the
SAARC a lmnp reality.” They
considercd -their accomplish.
.ment npot as a mere locall
event affecting only South Asia
the region of one fifth popul
atmn of thf.' wm:ld but a new

fFrumPuu-lCO! 6]

; iﬂdﬂﬁ'l from where the concept

SAARC mooted five wvears

k.
Eafn his concluding statement,

AARC Chairman  President H.
. Ershad said “what we have
t out to do. we have done”
He hoped the summit would
& Ycement institutional -and per-
¥ sonal ties between our mun-
§: tries”. Recitine from  his self-
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ation” - which he dedicated to
e summit, President Ershad
everberated the sentiment of”
me billion people of the region
-2 new era of peace, stabilitv
d rrogress. -
The Dhaka summit: that gave’
irth to. SAARY, came to its suc-
ssful end at 506 p.m. when

the Chairman banged the gavel -
a8 and declared it concluded. He

ot along with his six vartners for

| beace then left the hall leaving

behind them a historv. a me
maory and a promising future.

ext of Declaration

Following is the text of Dhaka
Declaration of the heads .- of
government of © the
member states of South Asian
Association for Regional Cooper
\ation:

The President of Bangladesh.T
the King of Bhutan, the Prime

PR K

of Maldives the King of Nepal
the President of Paklstan and
the President of Sri Lanka met
lr&ﬂ?lmka on 7 and 8 December
2. 'The heads of state or govern
ment underscored thé  historic
isignificance of their first ever
South Asian - summit meeum;‘
They considered it to be
angible menifestation . of thei:.
'determmatiun to ‘codperate re-
gionally, to work together tow
ahrds ‘finding solutions towards
their common problems in © a
spirt of friendship, trust - and
uwtual understanding and to-
he creation of en order based
n muiual respect, cquity andi
harcd henefits.

IC mectings at their level welz
tral to the promotion o
uwtual trust confidence and co-
thefr countrics

4. The heads of state or gov
- ermment reaffirmed thdt their
fundamertal goal was to accel-
¢rate the process of - economic
and social development in thcir
respective countries through the
optimum . utilization of-  thep
human and materfal resources
so 8as.to promote the welfare
andl prosperity of their peo.
to improve their qua.-
'I!'leyr were Cconsci-

ous that peace and secunty
+was an ' essential pre.requisite
for the realisation -of this ub
jective,

3. The leaders cf the Sautl-
Asian co intries reaffirmed ith:oe
commitmeént to the UN charter

'Ihey recognised that perio }

f

.-

-'?. The heads of statz ar go-
verimient acknowiedged that the
countnes of South Asia, who?
constituted ore-fifth of hum'mitv
were faced with the formisable

‘challenpes posed by poverty, un

derdevelopment, low levels .of
production, unerdployment aad
pressure of  population  com-
‘dounded by exploitation of Lht
‘past and otherr adverse legucies. |.
They felt that, bound as  tluir
rountries were by many <oin-)
mon values rooted in . their
gocial, ethnic cultural and hiswo-
rical traditions regional voopera
tion provided a logical response
to these problems. They were
conscious of their individual and
vegional strength their potential
¢s a8 huge market their substan-
tial human and naturai resources -
and the complementarities of
their econoraies. They were con

nal conperation they could m
optimum use of these capaci
for the benelit of their peoplt*sl
esccelerate the pace of their i:nu
nomic development and e i
their national - and collective sr.-!f
relianceé. They were convinced
that their countries which hed .
made important contributions to ,!
the enrichment, of human civiliza |
tion .could together play their
- due role in international rela-
tions and infuence decis:nns
which affected them.
‘ Incomplete}-

fident that with effective regak;J

n -

- and the piinciples governing sove

. reign equelity of states. peaceful’

settlement of dispuets nun-ml!:;'
and .

infegrity .

gl oF
They reiterated
that the United Nat'ons constl
tufed ihe most impottant Enrum ;
* for the resolution of all  “<sues.
nﬂectmg mtcrnatmnal peace 'md
smmt',?

é. "l"hev also reaﬁrmed the*r

' deep conviction in the continuiog
- yalidity and relevance of  the
obijectives of the Non-Aligned
" Movement as an jmportant ferce

against the terrtiorial

|_ia inteml_tiaml_ relagions.
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