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" desh in -.l
" for mutdal gains on the socCio-
gconomi¢ Jront _for -the - pecol
es of the region irrespective of
existing |divergences in pclitical
social- and economic performan-
ces of the individual countries,
-Since ‘thén the idea has germt.
nated and has  taken instita.
‘tiopal shiipe ' through the! Decla--
raucn o \
of the member ¢ouniries ' on
August 2 1983, An Integrated
Programme’ of 'Action has. been
. evolved | arid certain  specihed
areas of| co.operation identified.

Despite -the initiai hesitation oa
the parL of ;some countries
SARC h made slow but stea-

'Of late. it has
momentuni
u:.

y priogiess,’
gained arrefytable
. and thc:I,- first. ever summ:t
SARC léaders,
provide jit a new SLuri.

Itis use
has dawned that collective ao-
roach. ahd concertel endeavour
are the hﬁ}ne quanon for peace
friends and prosperity  of
the counhtries in the groupng
buth---.ini.viduallv and collective.
Iv. Structured regional co.opera
tion commonality. of views and
shared lapproach  hold encviu.
ous' -potentials  for improving
the Ilifeistandard” of ¢lose 1o
a billion people who comprise al.
most half of the world Close inter

actions fat people  to pedple and
leader,to.léader level - are  ex
pected -to  gradually g¢lear the

atmosphere of discord, mistru-
-8t and |suspicion which so loni
. ¢haracterised the scenario
' the regbn paving the way for
. lasting |peace and  :stability con.
ducive {o economic growth angd
development* SARC is in line

with South-South Co.operation

~and will enable ths countries
in jts fold to have a better
" bargaining power in tbe interna
tional- $pectrum, ~ Souinr Aslan
" Regional Co.operation is. there

fore anf imperative - for peace
athbility, friendship and deve.
topmient in. the region. -1t has

heen aptlv described as a dia-
tectical {response to the exsting
geo.politico-economic  compul.
sions ih the resicn, . °

' SARC stemmed from the con.
viction | that! increaseq co.opera
. tion contacts and exchanges am
ong the countrics af the regou
 will contribute to -the promo.
' tion of| friendshin. amity and

- ynderstanding among their peo.

. ples’? (vide: Declaration on Sou.
. th. Asian  Regional Co cper:.
_tion) They share .common his.
tory and heritage. Excent Bhu
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1 QOUTH ;. Asia
= region without  region-
alism -juntil the - idea - ol
'SARC whas' mooted by Bangla.
early . 1980 ostensibly,

the Foreign Ministers:

—flourished - here,-

. iz expected to-

-the realisation.

innerated by the

_—-“-r&ﬁ-iﬂ"-.h-—— ,.:_“.-_.i,'.

Friendship

| | region can

{ . _ expertise, ‘In
can be mdltidimen

i ing all the facets of. life of the

i - . peoples of the region. -

- . The rationale of this. regional

co.onperation - js ' '

[ . ., Spire on _the one hand the iess
o developed to catch up with'their
. ‘more fortunate neighbours while

o on the other hand, -
jthe more developed to help har-.
gmw_ the pap existing
thern.” It will undoubtedly help
achicve collective
for which SARC has been . desi- "

and can’ play a role- commen-

region
elso be fostered through . such
regionalism, ~ . -«

-SARC is a product of co.opera
tive .agréements with bright -pros |
pects and
widening its horizon of co.ope.
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was the -'ﬂnl}; tan ;an{:l- -Nepel, wll the five

countries  have a colenial - lea.
cy: All -tne countries of SARC

are members of the Non-align, -

cd Movement , A maijority  of
them are members of ‘the Com
monwecalth ana somme are again
membeis of the  Orgamisat.on
of the: fslamic Conference. (OIuy
The SARC  countries .are, alsn
bound by -their membership of
the world body. Ethnologically
and  culturally, there 18 2also
identity - inhérent in ithem, Be.
sides, ihey have” 'tha.  regional
Ydentivy 'which separates thens
from those of their like else.
where - Three great  rel.gions—
Islam. Hinduism and Buddhism
The region
was also a cradle of. a

“Subjective condit.ons for : re.
gional co-operation were alwavs,
there. But ‘the advent ©f COQlQ-

nialism and its4aftermiath caus °

ed xepovhobic condition unleash
ing - in its wake uiuval mistru
st and mispercepton, endemuc
suspicion and  tension and o..
casional enmities and hostilities,

Peace and stability remained' a; future

far ¢ry in- the -reg.on to the
chagrin .of the people and saner

elements in .the countries uonder.

SARC who .thought the.r hard.
won freecdom from the thuggery
of the do ‘
will heraid a new dawn of pcace
srosperity and harmony. .
Indecd, - SARC. holds a great

promise of fostering a climate of

{riendship in the region hitherio

cterised by ruvalrv, competi-
tion hatred and tension Vicwed
dispassionately: the nxira-econo-
mic benefits expected to be ge-
" inferaciion and
exchanges will be enormous and
compounded in course of time

Cohesion and solidarity. ar¢_at.

the core of SARC which explici.
tly oreciudes  diclate and do-
minance by any single coulttry
Mutuality and ‘commonality ,arc
stipulated. fo be"its- guiding’ prin.
ciples. The weéak -are nnt be do-
minated aad exploited but should
be supported through a gradual
process of' evolution 1o overcome
their existing problems. Decisions
at all levels shall be taken on
the basis of unanimity and not

consensus which means that all

the countries  will -stand on an

equa] footing To make
the atmosphere .'of _ . region.
al issue congemal - and  cor.

-diad, ‘it ‘has further been deciaed
that bilaferal and  cobtentious
issues shall be excladed from dc
librations ~ But there wil b
ways  remain the s0tpe of bha
teral approach 3o disputes and
diffcrences ' .
Friendship encompasses .coli-
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industry agriculture .and -
foraaustry griculture . .and §

tion, sports, and media aré other |

and veterinary. - Educa.

S,

where the countries of the -
profitably share their -~
fact co-operation -
sionil touch.

that - ‘aineven.
of development should in. .

T encourage

betweern 'f

self.reliance |

ed. | . }

Besides, through SARC the
tountries of - the - region ;
can hope  to have an effective
Voice in

international fﬂﬂms*i
with  their = intrinsic
umportance.. Region
- co-operation  can

LTINS

vast potentials of

It has the - promise of -

developing ' into the first traly
| regional :
. . -emerged iy South -AsiasIn the

words of Bangladesh President |
! . . . Hussain .
- : “South Asian Regional Co.opera.
tion -is-a unique programme for ;
development.’ 1

arrangement that has
Muhammad Ershad—

It js not in any

- way prejudicial to the interest of +
any- nation ©r arouping.
prospects of such co.operation )
are wide and bright”. '

et e

“The

A

.not . been

_ a great ci
‘vilisatior sieeped in history. *:

a
. n

domain of colcnial voke:
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ip, Cooperation
I Prosp

erity

in Shamsher - -

plimentarity and - compatibility
which SARC hopts t0  nuriure
among its components, It has
_ . designed to intrude
upon multilateral and. bilateral
cooperation rather SARC  shall
compiement them, i s
There are examples that when
regionalisim wunfolds, ¢reative in-
teraction and exchanges replace
hostility with friendship. Counu,

tries initially hostile. to each oth.:

er have subsequently  become
partners in progress ' burving
schism -and  ‘sguabbles, . SARC
hoids such: a promise: the pro.

miise ‘'of endyring friendship am
-ong the ocuniries of -the 1™
gion - It is ‘believed that the

spirit of equality and pariner-
+ship will accrus” mutual beneus
and promote and stimulate soli
darity ‘through .mutual coQpeia,
“tton. It. has succeeded in- other
regional corporate efforts, 30
with’ SARC. there 1s no reason
whv—it will not work and In
the process: be sustained There
$s the shared aspirations. the
.shared cravings for uplift,- and
the shared.- vision of a betier
-for the region as a
whole 'This cross-polination of

“minds is perception of one ano

ther’s aspirations and viewpoints
" SARC is a positive , develop-
ment  designed to set a new
trend. of inter.siate relations ‘{0
help stabilise the situation = by
contributing ' towards confidence
building, tensiop-reduction and
collective self-reliance. -SARC 1S
not a new power bloc or military
alliance. -It. is essentially a polar!
sation for mutual: gains in =a
peaceful environment, peace and
-stability are its cardinal princip-
les without which no tangible
.development. is  possible. o

- V'SARC visualises that common.
ality, of interests will Dbridge
communicalion -gap among {he
couniries ,of the rezion fostering
mautual and bétter appreciation
of one another’s problems.
There is the increasing realza-
tion that intrastaie tensions or
tension _within. an individual
“country may have ther spill
-gver: in the entire region with
cumulative . ~ debilitating iunpact

on all fronts. ‘This realization,is,

“a wélcome sign and is-expected
io apen -a new chapter of lasting

peace and stability in the region.

In essence, SARC seeks: unily
in diversity... The widening of
psychological horizon from the
_nation -tg. the reg.onal level will
generate” South Asian solidarity
turpning in its wake the. region
into a zone .of peace which is

‘the. cherished goal of all in the.
. fold of SARC. Sovuth Asian Re.

w#ional Cooperation has, therc.
. fare, rightly been dehped as a so
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- of complimentarity in the econol

mic linkage or leveller

. tion is significant. Nine Jdiffe
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cio.economic approach to peace
and stability. L - .

Ali the seven countries of thc
region belong to the acrony
the Third World and also th
Group,of 77. They are suil i
der.developed and together for
one of the poorest belts in th
world’ with over 50 .per cent o
the population below poverts
line and & per ' cent uliie
rate. In respect of resource em:
dowment exccpt manpower  and:
population °~ growth the region
can be termed as poor. It -had
only 3.31 per cent of the land
area of the world. They are at
varving levels of development] -
with India better off. economu:
cally than the rest. The degret‘:;;

mies of the region is not veni*';-
much significant, the present,
level of inter.regional trade nob|
exceeding 6|7 per cent. Econéh!
betweén
the South Asian countries i yet
to have stroag mocrings. Glob
cconomic  coustraints, adverse,
international trade - situat.on.
tilting towards developed coun-|
trics and uncertain -climate uf}
aid have -happily convinced !
SARC member.states that- “regl.
cnal co.operation 1n South Asid
15 beneficial, desirable and neces.
sary and that it -will relp pide;
mote the welfare and improve
the quality of life of the peoplds
of the region.’' Promotion an
sirengthening  of collective sell-:
reliance in the region is, thelg. -
fore the oblective of SARC. The!
progress achieved so far in thde’ |
reaim of non.political ¢o.0pe

}
b
areas of- economies and cuitur
activity hdve been identified ami’
an Integrated Programme of A¢-
tion taken for their impleméef-J -
tation. Working groups set up
in this regard arc monitorng
their progress. -Never before -1
the history of .Scuth Asian coun..
t1ics such a wide specirum. ¢
arcas has been explored. for mu-
fually beneficial - and desirable |
cooperaton, | o
There are many more - ficlds
in which this co.operation .<an
be stretched . o the collective
benefit of. the region. They can
go for complimentarity in'urndilﬁc
tion planning, in trade and com.
merce hamesiing of their vast
water resources, generating and
sharing , encrgy and power | and
market taechanism. In the infip-
structural field, - yegional - co.ope.
ration can encompass transpntjt,_
shipping touriem insurance banx.
ing and market mechamsm, -
Scientific and technical rescar-
ch can be directed towards explo
ration of sca.bed, Gshervy meai.
(See vace . 8 '
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