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B p:‘ﬂﬁramme that
~ high gear in the 1960s has cre-
. ated a . burgeoning

. mmain unfulfilled.

—
[

&sms etpandcd educatmnal
went ‘into

pool of
“educated unemploved”, de-
flating old projections about

‘education as the key to giving -
the poor-a bigger share of so-

ciety's wealih. | .
Thus, the Third World go-

vernments” hoper that educas

tion offers the promise of equ-
al apportunity for everyone
and the chance of social mo-
bility even for the

-For many countries’ through
out Asia during the 1960s,
education  constitutuied the
largest single and  most ex-
pensive Programmes,

These governmental thrusts
seemed - urgently
Their populations were young
and education offered the pro

- mmise of g fairer distribution of .

- income in.an area of vastly

. maldisiributed wealth,

. published recently by the In-

But something scems
have gone wrong. As a study

ternational Labour  Office

(ILO) pointed our, “the best

paid jobs still go miosily: fto
the zalready well-off, and much

of Asia has now a pool of edu

cated unemiployed.-
What went wrong with Asm S

Lambifious cducaunn progra- .
.minies?

The study said that the edu-
cational ¢Xpansion in Asia has
¥hread resmirces 50 thinky that
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b'a Heground advantages cunti
nue o carry o¥erwhelming
deciding who ob-
toins the - best and  biggest
slice of the national czke,

It -said this was the resuit
of "the interplay of low levels
of physical resources and  of
knowledge, information, com-
munications and influcnce,”

As a result, the study - said,
the rapid eXpansion of educa-
tion in countries with limited
job markets avas educatmnai
inflation”, :

“Educated  unempioyment

. leads not to spurning education
" but to thirst. for higher levels

of education. The demand also
leads to gdreater tompetition

within the school Fystem”, the -

study said.
Asia’s problem concerning
its educated unemployed is

that the public sector provides
much of the job supply and

- governments fre Wobt io usc

educational achievement as a

yardstick in determining who

ootams a job.
"However, where

rement of ever higher - levels

" of formal education for an un-
.. changed job,"” the study said.

Asian countries had looked

pp to veocational
to the education

training appcars to  have fal-
tered as the hopefer solulien

education

i3 the main criterion used for
job selection, the result is edu-.
cation inflation, and the requi-.

iraining .as
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to I'*:-E d.r.squletmg dzscqullhbn-
um jn the distribution oppor.
tunities for Asia’s youth, .
Quntmg an i1 mission to
"‘the ‘Philippincs in - 1974, the

Study noted that it “is geae
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raly conceded that vocational -

educstion is vnbopular  with
students gnd that most of
them regard it as a - scoond-
best chance {0 go to college.”

. The study said that as’ =&
rasult, 82 per cent of those
who completed- vocational
courses in general high schools

in the Philippines went on to

mllege and up to 30. per cent
in Thasland.

- Said the stud} 'Wncatiunal

secondary cducation does not .

guarantee employment,” On
the basis of these findings, lt

. satd vocational secondary edu’

. courses’ usuzlly have
“placement bureaus, and some

. faerence to
highly developed cogmitive abi- ‘i ’
.-lities in jobs that require men-

tion has failed in one of its
major aims, despite

rally higher costs and longer

_course time,

Schools offering vocational

employ highly experienced ins-
tructors, But even with these
assets “they may be fighting a
losing battle if the Dbest jobs
are reserved for college
duates”, the study said.
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-even by schooling.
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quiring largsly manual
psychomotor skﬂ.ls, the stuh

stated, ,
It noted that in the case nf

the children of the poor, it is \~

not. experience with a  parti-
cular set of manipulative skills

which is mos{ useful to them,

“bhut the ability to absorh new
- gkills and to. adjust to the old

ones.

“This ability is in itself
more cognitive than manipuia-
tive,” the study said. .

But tests conducted in Iran
India and Thailand indicated
that “on average, children ot
labourers and -similar, unskill-
ed workers have a less . deve-

loped thinking faculty than
children of members of the

. profession or of management.”

This seemingly inherent class

deficiency cannot be. redrcsscd |

The study said: ."Eﬁgjence
from the Philippines certainly

. supgests thut altough  the

8ra-

Invariably, societies give pre-

emplovees with

tal skills. It is an established
fact that these kinds of jobs
Yare untversally rewarded, in

pay. and status, that jobs re-
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- ability and access to

early display of talent and eass
iduity may partly compensate
for low household
the limiting effects uf low in-
comes on children’s educa

" tional achievemecnt are - for-
“tnidab

The study noted that there
are strong links between aca-
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“demic success and bigh levels

of education and achievement.

the development .of mental
better-
paid jobs. .

“Dovcloping other typés of

ability, especially for the poor )

leaves the feld of competition
in mental abilities free for the
non-poor. Given the
pattern of reward
.n the labour market

given the need for educa-
tional systems to respond to
this pattern, educational ex-
liansmn cannot be expected

present
. Struciures

to improve income o distribu-

r

- for the poor are closely inter.

fion in any significant fas.
hion,” the study stated.
The study warned that  the

vanuus aspects of what they
called “multiple deprivation

linked” through inadequate

“t employment opportunities. in-

adequate

rity..
bmks,

nutrition, insecu-

absence of

- eroployment prospects.”

It suggested that changeg in

the school system be “accom. -

. panied, hy changes in  other
respects”,

It added: "So long as the

. hierarchicat ranking of iobs

-.¢hild labour, expense of

readin
materials at home and: mf k
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and earnings rerpains there -

will be cumpetztmn for. them
in which“school variables and
tested abilities wﬂl play a
major part. -

-“Stress on adopting . diffe.

Jrent attitudes will be almost

inly self-defeating and is
3 likr:ly to be acnepted by

“\dren whose homi
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