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7 Museum At Lalan Academy 1\

The opening of a n_iuseuni at
the Lalan Academy ot Kushtia is

by itself an opportunity for the °

~ lovers of poetry and literature *o
-study the works, minds and ac-

‘tivities of the Bauls, including -

‘Lalan Shah, in an a’mosphsre
congerial for the purpose. The
works of the-Bauls, like folklore.

folk tales and songs, are an im-

'portant component of the tasis of

our cultural heritage, Roodted in -
the soil, these relate the minis-

trels’ inner yearnin g hop es and
aspirations, their ' thinking and
- &ction, their mystic struggle

against their base ‘ desires and -
ultimate victory -and spirituai -
‘achievement in a language com-

‘mon to all. It is the langua;e
'that flows from their simple
hearts. These precious jewels of
our culture and tradition must

.national  and - - ‘internaiional
- scholars to understand them.
- A good many words wera
spoken about tie importance nf.

. preservation in the .past. That

— T — e e —— e

T?be preserved. studied—and. pub- .
lished both in.the .original and

translation so as tfo'enatle the -
' - national life, are quite distingt.

these Baul works.and about their _

was all. And thereby a great.* ¢ identity.

many of these works aré feared
- to .ha?e been on the verge »f ex
-tinction. This, indeed, would be a
great nationa] loss, The museum
at the Lalan Academy is a prag
matic step to save these valuatia
jewels of arts and culture. ‘Whas
Is, however, urzently needed is to
ensure its smooth fuinctioning
which depends on many things, .
including adequate funds. The
government, as Mr. Abdul Hug,
Minister for Land Beveaue and

'Land Administration, has said

the other day, will do its best for
preservation of works of Lalan
Shah and others. We would also
- expect the governmien* to san:-
tion necessary funds for the .
' -meseum sgrving the prirpose.

-, While developing, culture of
‘a nation gets influenceq by th>
- cultures of other nations, But the
- Baul works, having grown ang
- developed on the firm field of our

_ They deserve special attention fot

. Preservation and study to help
ourselves now and for ever know -

our own land and eompatriots to

- enrich. our national entily and




