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B- , ING through 1the

gotdpledygook  of English
critical{jargon here is a beaugi-
fully pfoduced paperback pub.
lication{|that is of unquestion-
‘ed usafulness 1o students of
English: literature at under-
graduatyf, graduate and post-
graduatlf levels. The main con.

#tributich made by the work
I lies in the fact that it makes

L

extremeyy rcadable and easily
comprelitnsible what has long
. been diffcult to read and com-

prehend]! particularly for Eng.
- lish litefpture students of the
, ndn-Ensh speaking part of
'.the world, Without being -ex.
" ftravagarftly ambitious geogra-
" prically, {| we can Say at least

students}iin our part of the

world (Bangladesh and neigh-

bouring Bountrizsy will be be--

- nefitted ]|by such a work on
- the samellscale as the Arab
students for whom it is expli-
citly intefided by the authors.
Problemd faced By non-Eng.
. Bish 5pea,nz students of Fng.
lish (lanjuage and literature)
are mainly two :
One takipg up honours in Eng-
lish literalre at the graduate

level or ghing in for post gra
duate couldes in the Same, tﬁey

" i i

are precipjlated into an immen-

! se grea o literary studies and
assessmengl with little or no
prior mentpl or intellectual pre
paration. ¥hat -they should he
literally at{tea -in such circums
fances isll not only un-
t derstandabl . but is  also

corroborated by  years

of experienge of any good tea
cher -of English at higher aca
demic levell. Two thus hurled
into anuichartered world of
literature 4nd literary criticism
| they are ldit with the only

{ dhdice of ijpicking up what
their predqgessors had done,
chiefly to bass an examina.

tion,

Needless § sav the teachers
- concerned hve also a share in
the same, irecting as ‘they

vsually do {he students slong

;

} the traditiofal line of dealing
with their l|literary problems
¥hroug gpestionsor at the
university level for ins-
tance - I;y . giving them
an imposing]| st of standard
eritics and Reir works. This

i expiaiient

I aver only com

- Understan
- Literature

pgau;;ds- a.ndw complicates the
-DASIC prodiem proving parti
cularly for mlddr; calibre stu
dents, a last straw. The result
generally is a wild goose chase -
for the majority of students.

d among the negative after
efficcts of the same is g staté
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of chronic confusion which be
comes endurable only because
of its' chronicity there being
ng serious efforts made by any
one to help solve local problems
with a local initiative and en.
terprise based on g firsthand
experience of the problems and
di ties' of the students. |
i This being _the position gg
was have said so far as non
English speaking sturdents are
concerned the present work has
been avowedly designed to help
sclve these problems by making
hterar-.v_ criticism an attractive
cccupation for its young sty
dents It ig only whep. you khow
cand tindgrstand op YyOur own
what you sre at that it becomey
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work lfes exactly In this that
it- s a concerted and serious
attempt at helping  students
with

problems with more understan
ding and confindence

Divided into four parts the

. ook c¢overs practicaily those

essential aspects of literaty cori
ticism about' which the young
sters knowledge Is at best hazy
Tho chapter o definition, for

e P e . e o,

ths
8 whole
" the

- student

a soRition of their literary .

-+ - ._FH-:
minate as it were by & new’-

Jamp the whole of an otherwise
murky shxdowy horizon.

In part 1] under Historical
Development of Westtern cri
ticisin the resume of critical
evolution from Aristotle to Ma
thew Amolg put amssd £0 rea-
would provide the now
rather, confused student with
& kev to much very useful-in;- :
formation and | critical sequen
ces t one often takes |

life to put together on ;
on the

of separmte
};ﬂﬂkﬂ respective
Tay nor Tt A 1y
an fn a}V: m Chaptf._'m 11t
v ysing poetry and appen

‘Analysing Poetry a $t/s page
discussion on poetry followed
by typical illustrations is itself
an imaginative work of merit
in that one of the mosy difft
cult of evaluation jobs in litera
fure has been put in perspecti
ve, -which will cnable even a
of moderate

understanding to asscss

8 piece of {ry on his
own. The quotedp;euems follow
¢d up with critical discussions
constitute a practical demons
ffiration on critical fines that
will be of special help to a
iﬂlggn trying to separate
t Oof poetry and
understanding the function ofq
critics and criticism in relation
to. them,
As helpful as if no more help .
than are the
Chapters: IV

-—

8 positkve contributions ty_the |
- . r - a g
‘:-:- :-:';‘.TI -.' 'i;:-‘l' L RN tats l‘. *:-::l";i i't';':-- - t*T*:!;‘t oL R * ] '.p'i- -l" o b undm.StaHdin af Engilsh }and .il
e Cdmo R o W ;}m literature. The ta..
PR S PoRs R R O ¢ i  entire .
£ e g PO ) “ T Ee 2 pean literacy scence at* Emi
oty ) :':',,.*‘,., ot e ‘: LA AN Nl "ol ce %—e t a a gla.rl I[
R Ao o I 3 R RO * cannot  appredia
o0 DR ORI e Wby, it o it too highly. PP te |
N A e R ' : ok
2 o RIS i R In conclusign, all things con 1 T
S s e A 00N wi sidered here a critical primer:
A . 25 RN . s, .ie or handbook : which ‘h‘mghl ilt,f
"..l'* AR ! “‘. .'-'f;i'-l' LA ifl'_* "’:"’: P M ] l"'i'- "-‘ dm nut p n .tu m Ejt .F.'
&  literacy history or |
| | | o ot!ltlerwiée ie:aboratg and
interesting. Knowledge making example compresses within 166 ¢Xhaustive nonetheless
for love. is ©  true | worth all the labour that went!-
not only in  our life
but also in all pursuits includ
mg study literature . or
true =~ appreciation . of its
beauties.

The 4ppeal of the present

o el

pages a whole story of literature
that is as concise and to the
point as it is easy and pleasant
reading: '

The precision and verbal ease

with which the definitions have.

been given is

e - K e o

cxpected to- fllu

who are now teach .
ing it or will do so in future.

—-.-K. M.A. MUNIM




