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. du,.ﬁlg 1) Endt';‘f m%gﬁﬁg .. 'The MEtric System of . measurements will famlltate g andard.ls.atmn of pro-. j-

v ;‘Eﬁi’l phile heir- princi. . ducts,. More importantly it eliminates cumbersome calculationg and the need |

| Sonatse | éonth e:me;fstf:‘; - for. I‘EmE'.rnbel'lng complicated conversion - factors A.H. KHANw t&s on the{

. Meétric: System. planned to"“be introduced in the cauntxy by 1982

i!" Indn we shOuld at once.. 1953 ultlmately acmpted s

“to the -'.ﬂﬂﬂnt the French unj{ aad - metrie system for India. It "

nch - Academ? s

- Sejences .
bhshing measuring B1-S-

4. bemn.whick 3 could ‘be .accept-

™

< £d by thé , whole
*Thus two hyﬁiual protoiype
s‘landards, o
were cons

1 the matrediand. one ‘or the
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AJ the miiltiples and. sub-
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integral rowers

“In. 1875 B convention  du

tes, Thus i > fignatory statss

" bound: thed selves fo set-un
in -at ' comrnon -

“and majnty;

l e task of esta-.

- phnmun :
cted — one for

world,

- take kilogram zs the basis

-of the new system — a° pro=
- posal already pirt forward bjr

the Bengal Committes,* =~
The ecentral commitlee re-.

. jected the proposal of Col.

»
“,

the archives . of .
. the French Rerublic in 1793,

"Irﬂre wed|Bigned by 13 sta- -

expense afpermanent scien-

‘tific body | f Weights - and
Meafures‘ Faris wheeh wis
‘knovn as| Bu:reau Interns-

. ecentral HI '[ttEE t0 dE‘Clde
Hthod of dLalmg o

" Tegilative |Assembly, - was
.appointed .fkesident of this:

“wcentral cnnlmijttee.. Col. R.

Strachey; ‘and feit tnai the

first point it has to d“ﬂlﬁﬂ

- Was: ““whether fhe new

E stand*rds of a uniform

“tem for British India. mnatirlsd

‘be Fnglish or French”. The
- Committee considered ° the

. possibilily of England adupt- -
irg tha retric system and
ceme. to the  conclusion — -
*The abandonmenti by Eng-

Iand of her own system in "

.. Tavour of metrie is muost re-

mote, if it : can be . allowed °

" 1o be at all a poss;ble mn----

hgen ey,

tral cemmittee  considered.

.- was, the propusal to adopt -
- the new system on jls own
- - -metfrits,. Thougl

the [ coms
mittee ¢learly admitted the .

- Saperiority of ‘the new &ys-
- tem, yet:it
;purely political -

-Tejected it on.-

- port.. 'The Committee are

" $jonal des foids a4t Measures
(BIPM). - B s
1In.. Indjal during the Bri- ...
hth Rulc, “f'he Bengal Com=
. Imittee”. rdeommended >the .
adtmhun the Meh';c Cys-
. tem in 1f -.I This - r~com-~ .
mendation | yas not accepled.
- by the thed Governor. Ge-
i neral; Hov ; er, the Gover-
- rior Gene: ‘- appointed a

with this afkstion. -
Col. R;e hid - Strachey. a
fellow - of 'tHe Rryal Souty
+¥ho was a- Emher of the -

. System. It is not

fully sensibla of the- heauty

and symmelry of the metric

- considera- -
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| -fortunately
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. *__1e:rn including nearly 2600

grs ¢ld jrrational and none -
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and measures, .though Eng.

. land hersels has abanduned

. ‘her own system

finally il

3975 in favour of the French s

System id Metrje Systen
So obvious-ate {he advan-

' : teges of the metric system

| . the nations of the

~ that nearly 30 per cent of
world
- bave adopted and the re-
'‘Yoaining have commitied- to -

. The -next point the céne . ‘2qopt this system.

The system simplifies the
‘work jn all the fields of ac-

. _Imory. The systein i umfnrm

:. '-ahd coherent, .

It also utilises a enr, rus;'nnt
-of prefixs to deia-

-~ tivities. by eliminating wn-"

- necegsary factors which- are.
" at present commitied to . ma-".

nate multiples and sub-mul-- .

- tiples of j¢ baze unjts such

' as “deca” equals multivlica-

it is the bast that has been -

adopted to ony exient.

yet
and if India (Britishy had.no .
conncction with any”  other

counfry much might be -ad-

" wvanead for the jntreduction

of that system in p-rei‘erence

io any other. India is deben- -

dent on England, her trade

-

tion by 10 “hects”. equals,.

multjplication by 100, "l:'lo" \

“eguald multinlicati/yn bv 1000,
“deei” equals. division by N,
“cente” equals division by

The metric  svetem is a

- echerent svstem i.e.-the nro- -
duct or suotient of snv {wo ..

ar more base unj: i= the

L 100 ond "milli” eguals divi- .
sion by 1000. '
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‘pesal. of ﬂ}';r- ‘Bengal ?%nm- . tries néinyr Enpligh System' " . euantity. -
. Injttee in hig] memorandum-. jg ten times ns great a< her., b !
|- .of Tst Octobsr, 1867. L ltr.*.nd»;:e T with 8 cE:u;tr;ea The - General U;EET?FEE o \
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. Enelish 5?,, of  weights - clearly that it is ~ with the tsA the Infernational System -

. 'W]H lﬂSt ngef tenr ? M |E||‘|if'.ng1|sh , n}"t&ﬂ" that her

{ reply js that}i do not believe weights and nteasures should
- that it will v 'last.”The con-' - be assimilated.- It is essen--
undvojdabla .. il tial that ;Indial should by .-

. of Units (SI units). At vre- .
. _sent thers are. Lonly - srén .

base uhits*for “messurement

and tivo supplementary -
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‘clusion ” see -;

_ that Yefora Bng the: Frencsti 1rk§dh=-s cli'welv as ﬂ:ﬂ.:bibl&
.weights and{measuresmu - wifh.the ruling powe R _
‘be-accepted } England Ou . _:India aftéer indecpendence All ﬂthfgnumts az;:o ﬂﬂ%:‘ge,
these . gr dE‘I /r cannot !ﬁ switched over, to the decimal - ed fm{}'l ﬂ_f“‘ lmseer 1 eyee -
} - avoid ‘the cof clusmn that(if X’ system of’ cojnage”in “Apri% rnijts. In-1he DET :

a r tem there .are. nearlv 57 dé- .
:ﬁ'srghts?;xfd nieaams A:;f > nom‘nate units of = measure
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- eny attempt e made tc;n- *
1. troduce imifopmity nIW4"hts
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‘f Th e B an gl i deSh Tlmes ot st
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Wt l¥osary | jrrational © factors |
j | 1like 8220, 3 and 12 as is the
| s v }‘W@e in-the imperjal - syo-

E ‘Ratienal factors, ~m— *.

I | 1 kilometer - & 160 metre’ |
| ' \ : 1 metre = 100 centi- | R

' : ' : metre

. - Irrahonal actors - . .Metre |

| and there 4570 - dﬁﬁmtﬂ 1'mite .= 8 turlongs’ |

p@.ﬂ:m in the relatqnnshm .- 1 furlong = . =" 220 yards’ |
Abn';lttm per cent of worid "t yard . - - = 9 feet

o population uses Or, 19.Colt=.'. g foet. -~ . .= 12 inches :

| ?vm’tm fo this system. The " Tn the’ ‘metric system, none

UK ;ntends to switch over. .' ‘has to tex his memory for

1 .t~ metric as soon as W‘Eiblp .. . remembering ‘irrational fac-
- The USA El"'d Canada hava.: : " tﬂl‘& C,D]li EES]QH of value to |
_ " committed fo a switchi-over, » ‘higher ¢r smaller« unifs in- |}
\ The change jn thig'system it =~ - g0, metric system becomes |
commerce, indvstry, sc IE“";‘-‘-T N just a ¢hild’s, play ed. 2559 |
and education appears ILAWI-".  jnobee’ic egusl to 2599 kilo-
table: because - the w“ﬂld 5 «metre which is obtained just -
; rapidly becoming 2 ¢ ““Eh' by i putting & decimal - poifit |
afl-.'nlt socjety and Bangladesh “ipfter -three places couniing |
. s.cannot afford to reirlna:n a]'ln - from létt and- this amounis
i‘ ':nlahnn Ranglam regatly - tﬂ dl?lﬂlnn b}'f lfm On]? It

has no other cheicai . Lut -« ‘would ; surely be -cumber- |
iadnpt metric system. 4 seme .to donvert 2599 vards

*  ‘The English!/Imperjal sve-: inte ‘miles which would re- |
tems was estublished in the quire division by 1760 ( 1 o
subcontinent by the English . mile ‘= 1750 yards)
e vodona e <. You are aware'that our.

I Fnglish system in favour of s Eﬂni’- ﬁeg ‘fe‘gftfg “"",i?;ﬁ

s the melric system, . Metrje - - etlr ; t"; t weights and

tmeasurb ld HOvr uS'E'd 11‘: MP-L T Eeﬂ:ﬁr::! !“,.nﬂ ml\.e pl‘lﬂe

?dlcme our rharmacetmal in- '. coleulation  very nasv. - To"
“dustriez are using this sys- ° i
tem In fact many  othef .. Mustrate, §f a cloliy vosts 20
irdustry sich as Savar Dairy | - taka a metre; a. c?:h{?fge )

; Farm §s *'el]inﬁ: milk in mats niu ‘:“:11- Eﬂ pa;:a “F ; Far; | |

" jmperi ystem, i - r '

¥ ric system je. in litre. M- . would costs 20 tuka: for one |-

f E"I.'FI'; w: t;mmrt any tft?r; ifich, nnc haf: E:?: div 1’%9 ‘::r;}':: ii
we hav specify utiit Io ~ 2 1. e. a fractjon 5|2 ;

! examga vfl:e?i:ien: “:‘—' Ii‘;;?; , Thuy the vdvantage is _obvi- - |

. Ep’eci 1 ] ’ ous 4 -
ton {je. imperial " ton 2210 - ' Finally : ,

. O it may be cnncluc;i-

} Tem or short ton te. US fon,  ed’ that the metric system | - L e L ’

| nﬂen the fo’i'awmg advan- .

tages:. . _ )

1) The: utem offers a sims. : } i
- pla mp‘ihnd to communi-

cate messuremernts. :

Metric Syst '1;1 has decimal © * 2 of seontecy hlg}ﬁ il | B

| etrie e . accuracy in all' mea- :

- characte*lshcs The muitiples’ & . suremenis. s
or . stb-multiples of 10 .are 7. B) It Iays down -2 basis for i

. ~ utilised to obtain "larger or deriving 211 .other -unijts’ ,;

§ smaller unjts, For exampl, “trom basefunits in-a ‘co-

N -

T

2000 -1bs or. metric ton ijo.-
f 7205 Ihs. Otharwise  ambi-
! guity .will prevajl similatly
ﬂ TImperial Gallon, US. Gallan

1mp~ga]1m1 = l2 US -~
gqllﬂn}

"‘i ; the base unit'of length.is ~ .herent \ay, hecessary !ﬁ
| ' ' - pmetre. The smaller uﬂ[t’-:‘- of R ~.‘;fﬂ_ Fojence 1echrnlug‘y ‘
\ S . lenglh frequently used are - gnd everyday life,

centjmetre .and millimetre %) 11; has precisely the same

and -the larger unit is kiio- . -sighifcance - . in  every
imetre. “The base unil. me='" - . ecountry.
| tre" id easily converted to° ﬁ} It relates ratlﬂnallf a'll '
{ centimetre. by dividing jt by measures. RE
100, similarlv: millimatre by G) It offers an’ uppnrtunii-v
ilnﬂﬂ and .. kilometre is ab- : + to standardize,

" It 19 therefore, jmperative

E tained by multiplying metre
" for s11 of us to propagate in |

by 1000. We need not remem-’

ber lot of different names -  .favour of . metric -
i Yikey inch. fooi. yurd; chain, ﬁ _. wkich’ will ultlmately flea.d |
furleng and m;le and .unne-"* - ‘to SI-units. R ;ﬁf
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