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7 For young smentlsts

At. this terminal stage of the Intemat.lcmal
Year of the Child we have been expecting -that i
%mmetlnng réally tangible and durable will result |
from the series of enlightened "and inteme dis-
| écaurses we -have had in-recent months on child I
4prom0tion. The decision-to establish a . ‘national.
centre fcu- young scientlsts has thus heen appm..
J pnate.
b For a ceuple of years no-.w youngsters “have
been coming forward on their own to demonstrate

| {V&-tlﬂ"’l in varisus science, exhibitions and competi.
Etions Their scorecard reads mnpressivve enough

I with a lowcost, cyclostyle machine, irrigation de- |
4 viees, mgenious pedal . cycles; food . preservatives }
i

¥ and synthetic' boards among other things to their .
" credit. . These manifest their strong common seénse
Yand striking. knowledge of elementary sclence. -
5‘ Arn organised framework was necessary to sus-
“tain such -a treod and help it bloom The already
\emstent science museum and. the pmposed centre
|for young scien tists—depending on how these are
yun—can help. fulfil the objective of giving a ﬁﬂip
fto the mlennﬁc pursmt. of the young.- - "+

Z _For all such things to mally happen - the way
;these are intended, the centre 'we have ivi . mind,
{has tc be a nucléus capable of providing the need-
Eed support behind the scientific exploits of . our
fycung children. Substanee has to be added to the
{ institutional framework 8o that. its impact can ha‘
@'real - ¥ _

> 7 At the formatnre stage of am instttution the
f'need for careful planning fon.its sustenance can
- hardly be: exaggerated The centre is contemplated
| to be the huib of free scientific inquiry and activities
among the pronusing youngsters coming from:- ail
strata of the sociéty. They will ~ gain . immensely
gfrom being guided; evaluated and encouraged from
| time to time-so that the centré has to haye a link-
{with some members of the sclence  faculties "of |
-universities or other professional scientists. * But
§this guidance should ot at all be the imposing‘=
ftype throttling the child’s -imagination. . Instedd, }
| itc-ughttohecmﬁned tosett.ing off the processes of ;
. thinking and. innovativeness in him such as coricen- }
trate on an appropriate technology for' the country. )
| Heurshémustgetalltheto{ﬂsandmateﬂals -
towcrkwlth andforthjstheymjrbegenerally -
led to- value. the indigenous things; but, where\pro-i
9 mrement by import would be necessafy we should
Yo all-out for. it. When' a process has-been invented

it must be acknowledged and seen to be put to use}

at the earliest. The centre’s ‘gpitome of sucneris
f5dll be in -ensuring that. all blocks to- the child's

.ereative thinking ! and its cﬂnsequent outmme ‘have |
beenremuved.-' : — il
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‘a kealthy.trend of inquiry, mprwlsatlon and inno- {'
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