~ ~Family 1ite has always been re-
. garded as one of the most im-
portant elements in Arab sociely.
Most modern Saudis, for exam-
‘ ple, expect to marry and ralse
their own families, Their lives
are likely to be vastly diferent

fromm those of their forefathers; .

the economic boom after the dis-
covery of oil on the shores of
the Arabian Gulf propelled Arab
society into the modern world.
.While traditional - values remain
an inherent ‘part of local culture,
the march of 20th century pro-
gress has had an inevitsble ef-
fect on family life in the Gulif,

SAUD! ARABIA

Unquestionably the fastest-gro-
wing system of modern educa-
- tion in Arabia has been that of
Saudi Arabia. In 1825, seven
years before the Kingdom'’s for-
mal establishment under its {oun-
der, King Abdul Aziz, there were
only four primary schools; oy
1975 there were 2,065, with an
enrolment of 391,405 pupils. To
this essential six-year base have
been added intermediate and se-
condary schools, rrparing Saudi
pupils — boys and girls—for ter-
tiary or university education,

Across the causeway in Bahe
rain, a socfal researcher notes
that one of the most remarkable
. agnges has Been.in the size of

* family. “Today the average
“2dni family numbers six’’, he

~ “while before families

iid have been much larger,

v maybe 12-14 members.
fyever, it is difficult to judge
.what was happening years ago
because nothing was registered

Ahen”,

*yThe researcher, who works for

the Bahraini M nistry of .Labour
and Social Affairs, has compiled
. one of the first books on family
life .in this small island state.
His fascinating study, which
took a vear to complete, docu-
ments changes in the family
gsince the economie boom, and his
findings can equally be applied
to the rest of the Guif,

Not only is the size of the fa-
mily today much smailer, but its
structure has also changed. "The
emphasis is now on the nuclear
family of just two generations
including mother, father, and
children and maybe aunts and
uncies, Before, we had the ex-
* tended family., The .sons would
work with the'r father and when
, they married they would remaln
in the family home",

BAHRAIN

__ Perhaps one of the greatest in-
~ fluences on family life has been
the introduction of formal educa-

. $ion in Bahrain, ‘The sons wers -

encouraged to larn a skill and
work scparately {rom their fa-
ther. The gecond generation gra-
 Qually became more independent
and began to break away from
the family. They had thelr own
salaries and homes’. The role of
_ the head of the family also chan-
« ged. Years ago it was commm
for the grandfather in the house-
hnld'-@o make major decis’ons on
rarriages and jcbs for junior fa-
mily members, “But when thg

et

sans beeame “more  independestt
and beiter educated, the grand-
father lost a lot of his autho-
rity”. '

Further down the Gulf in Dubai,
the boom in educational develop-
ment is typical of the GCC states.
When the United Arab Emirates

was formed in 1871, the emirale

had no more than ‘15 schools.

Today it has- about %0 govern-
ment and private schools, with
about 50,000 students on the roils.
Encouragement to education has
formed a vital part of the state
policy implemented in all seven
emirates by the federal Ministry
of Education, one of the first fede
ral institutions to be formed in
tha state, '

UAE

Iir the early years, the Mins-
try's efforts to induce parents
to send their children to school
included grants for schoolgoing
children and the provision of hos-
tel facilities near the few schools
located in the main urban cen-
t1es, “Today there are schools
in every locality, however dis-
tant from the main city, and the
only inducement is that the pa-
rents do not have to pay any-
thing. even transportation costs',
says the officer in charge of edu-
catlonal services planning in the
Dubai regional office of the Mij-
nistry of Education, '

Free education is a feature of
the 53 government schools in
Dubal. These include coeduca=
tional kindergartens for children
4-6 years, separate girls’ and
boys' primary schopls for ages
6-12, intermediate schools for
tges 12-15, and secondary schools
for ages 15-18, . '

¢~ In Qatar ,the only schools ree

mained "traditional Islam’c ones
until the 19%0s. Even today, re-
ligious teaching has a promineni
place in hte curriculum, right up
to university level, but now
other subjects are given ecual

importance and school and uni-.

versity eduaction has been con~
siderahly advanced. When the
first elementary schoo! was ope-
ned in 1852 §{ has six teachers
and 240 boys on its roils. The
number of students in Qatar to-
gg%éo including girls, is over

In fact the number of girls Is
usuaily equal to or, as is the case
at university, greater than that
of the boys, and a primary rea-
son for th's is that parents pre-
fer their daughters to study with-
in the country. A large num-
ber of Qatarl boys. on the sther
hand, study abroad. The univer-
sity also recommends students
who should be given scholarships
to study abroad.

QATAR

A measurs of the importance
attached to education is the fact
that th's ministry is the biggest
employer in Qatar, managing

more than 150 schools. The num- .

ber of schools increases every
year, and the target i{s to nave
S00 schopls by the end of the
13505, In the separats schoola for
hoys and girls there are no shopr=

_tages clther in staff strengths or

1'7_

- school lzav ng

education in Am[@ world

- -stch*fecfittes s -WoTnrivs: ‘lebo. irg, tusioms the

ratories, recreational facilities,
and playgrounds,

Though swelllng oil revenues
have enabled many ambitious
projects to go ahead in the Sul-
tanate of Omun, the Omanis have
not forgotten that a country's
ma n resource issits paople. Since
1970 schools have proliferated
throughout the Sultanate to cater
for the primary, preparatory, and
secondary educational needs of
the Omani people. Omani chiid-
ren ¢f today are being trained-—
academically, techn'cally, and
professionally—to be'able to steer
their country to0 a8 peak of deve-
lopment in the future,

The atmosphere of Sultan Qa-
boos University is permeated
by the Islamic spirit and the [s-
lamic way of life. The daily ob-
servance of prayer as a routing
of campus life ; the inclusion of
“Oman and Islamic Civilisation™
as a curriculum subject the at-
tachment of a religous counsele

lor to each residentlal ~unit~-all
sustain the guiding influence of
Islam. Men and women students
are segregated in much of the
academic and campus life, Ex-
tracurricular activities such as
tennis, sqrash, foothal. and swim-
ming provide ° recreation for
sports enthus!asts.

OMAN

The importance which Oman
attaches to its younger genera-
tion is perhans -best illustrated
by the declaration of 1983 as the
“Year of Youth” in Oman, s'nce
when several National Days
have bheen dedicated to youth,
Th= Youth Year, which was suc~
cessful beyond all expectations,
achieved itz aim of feorssing the
rol¢ of Omant youth and provid-
ing them with every opportunity
to play their nart in sérving their
country. Youth processions and
rallies. scouting -events,
competit'ons, snorts meefings and
boat races were freqguent occur+
rences throughout the year.

A feature common to the whole
of the Gulf, but particularly pro-
nounced at Kuwait University, is
the growing number of girls in

“tertiary education..

KUWAIT

Girls alieady, form 55 per cent
cf :he student body of Kuwaij
Unjve:s.ty, a fo3fyre whjch is
aj oftde a blessing and poiett
t.al sourc: of impalance, ‘Lo

day gir]s are ‘ending to score

befler and claim mooty of the
top PpeSiics at  secopdary
level, They go
on fo (mer ungver: ity ard ap-
Ply for posts as bcads of ~ den
parment, The Kuwajt Univer-
Sty Secretary-Gerbersy is not,
however, particularly distur-

bed by thjg situation, He po.
j0ts out that equal oPportw-
niieg for women, gnd the ideal
of an  educated mother &k
home, ar¢ veary much in k:ep
ing wih natjonal goals, More.
OVET, boys also have access to
o her fields not ¥ef arproached
by wom-n, suweh ae engncer-

cultural

. be playcd  with old

the police, -

It is & w.lLknown fact that
‘Al wok and no play meakes
Jack' (or Ahmed ‘a gujl boy’.
And on lhe fun side of 1ie,
while Spzce Invaderg and
cther w Sm games s;ch &8
hoPsco’ch and  hulahooping

are ppular . wih Gulf chjl’
iraciticnal rem-e stjit .

dren,
have their place in chldhood
play, -
GAMES .
Loshat msmgr irfoha most
ly played by gjrls, hag buen

CCinpared wiuh lhe v opEn.

‘Ring.aRng-atoles’, Mimar
ir-roha  refers to a grinding
whee}; the girls form a ring
« JTiTOSE ing th's and circle a
_foiuary gi.l in th: mddle who
Ir'epresgents the cenfre pivot, or
najl, of the wheel, The girl,

Ulcg to break out of e rng

While the olhirs clo-e in sing-
ing ‘M:s_mm I.-Roha T.galgal,
Shie-Bl e-Boote...' a referen.

Ce to the hoeokng-loose of the-

najl, |
. Loabat ad.dawwama, sid ic
ke purely a boy's game, jnvol
‘i’ﬁ:‘.—j SP1:ning a lop. In the cla-
| f‘a‘&lc me hod z pi.ce of siring
Is wamd eround the top star.
ting a¢ sherp end and reaching
abeut halfway up the body of

' ihe top, Then, holding tha

io0se end o ihe sTing the
boy {hrows the top & iply
Cno e ground iy s'art 1
@b;fldnﬁ' The top ¢2n alsp be
Pi‘ked 1P {o spin on palm

Liaba. afcalqa §5 5 version
of ‘Pa:a.Ceks’ played mosly
Ly Ei.ls, The players d.vice
Hleo two guoups and sit facing
“B¢h o ber, They cip ag they
SIE, angd Wihow  breaking
e hythm of the clipping
‘Ty .0 ouch uhejr oPpChent's
n-nd, Then thee ig loabat aj-
dih-'ﬂif, or ‘Whesls, Th]_g ca.n

wheels, but in (he pest be¥s
would use of! drum rims, op'
€vent discg made of palm Ie2.
ves, The winner ig the player
Who keeps tho wheel running
longest, ,

bicycle

‘Our children are our feture’.

s2¥s & Kading oil officig] durs

HUE & semghar c-ganjsed by
the CAE'y Mnisggy of For.

Elgn Aﬂ'&:l‘ﬁ_ 'Dﬁpéﬁg .ﬂht oil - |
orly way to en-

Wealih, the
Sure a bright fuure for the
Gulf pecple §s Yo arm  them
with educkbjon, For edica-
Tion iz our iNsyrante aganst
the risks of tomorrow, :

Up and down th: Gulf toda
the children of Arabia are bg:
1I0g groomed fo reget in g e
tive manhzr fo th, challenges
of a changing world And ag
the rame tma ey aras encour

10 préstive their heritage
and uphold the sociel and
meral vajues of Iclamic soejoty
in the mod:rn eéra,

- .
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