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BEIJING Oct. 19 -—Drappmg aut; lmpratant ERNE S
-uf schml has become. a serious prob- “A teacher eams- anly about " 100
ts Tem- in’ China when an, increasing- Yuan a ‘month, ‘but. T can get more
1 number. of*" educated pcapla ate than. lﬁ[} yuan a day selling tama-_ |
\ needed to build & modernised caun-.' toes”, “on¢ student said. o

1 try, aacurdmg to this week's “Beumg . Many paranta E;SpE'l'.'la]l}’ unadu-
Review”, réports Xinhua. . cated , ones in the cantrymda, aniy
An mvasngatma showed that about - consider. their: lmmadxata interests.
| 685 or 3.14 per cent of the students in- They -allow. thElI' suns "or daughters'to
| 33 middle schools in the Hadang drapraut to earn-money, Li sad. i
{ distriet " of Tlﬂﬂ}lﬂ drappad out.in ° ‘Some people, avaa say that manaﬁ
- 1983. The dropoit rate: in Baumg, should £ bé warshlpped mstead of |
| Chma s political and cultural -center; knowledge. - ““What is knawledga
{ is among the lowest.in the counfry .worth 7” Thay ask. Li-thought; this/
| —sbout 1.2 per cent in- 1948 and 0 9 was the result of China’s long-time ]

per cent in 19837 -, S TR dlscnrmnauan agalnvst knawladga and'
The drdpout rata in urban. areas *15 - tatallactuals ;o T
much lower than in the Cﬂll[lll'}'SldC Since kaawladga hasn't ga1aad thai

.. Dropouts -are chiefly studénts in respect’it ‘deserves, -students are un-’
;f .theu sécond and third years of junior.” clear -in-their goals and attitude to-
i - middle>schools.. Some of .them take. - wards théir stidiés.’And their parents
temporary jabs. Some fallaw'thalr' have: riot réalised-that it is’ ‘important |
| parents into business-or sideline pru* for .them to ufge thalr chlldran to
|- duction. Some even maka traubla in - study. hard", Li said.

1. society and go astray. - . - ‘ Alaa, because the 51tuat1an a[ mtal-
"~ Since China passad its com ulaary" lectuala temains .somewhat difficult, {
education law last year and all middle® those without knowiedgé do not feel:
schools lmprmrad their. educational ashamed of- themselves or: 1mbuad r

methods, the drapaut rate has de- with a desire to study. | E
| clined, but the problem-is atﬂl sariaus- Both schools and ‘parents contri-
1" in. some, rutal m1ddla schaals ﬂf- bute-to-the drop out rate, Li-and T:an%
|  -The reasons why Students dropout notéd. Some parents beat their chil-
are ‘thany—sided and aamphcatad draa for bad marks instead of matruct--

; sald ‘1t Tailun, Director of the Sha-- mg tham, leading students ta run
‘ . baizhuang middle school in Beijing, away from school and home. < 7
' and Tian Guoyu, Headmaster of the - +Only ‘when society’s athtuda to !
{- Beijing No. 20 middle schools. .~ 'r knowledge changes, ‘and peapla of |
| - Because of ‘China’s « Single-track, kaawladga and talent are-respected d 1
education syatam,;mast schools .are. t not only- in -words’ but in deeds;, will
inclified to concentrate on- atudants ~students «ivant ‘40’ obtain knnwladga ‘
who. will go on to further education } and-" pay. . more attantmn to " their
instead of developing 5tudants special ! aduaanan" they said:, . H-d -
skills, said Tian,. addmg “since ‘the S8 s enn o i o i i
final .goal of students_is. to enter | ‘
aallaga or umvemty, ‘there 1S ;sharp
L+ competition for the limited number of - }
J‘ ‘college and university places, putting.
students under - great- psychological | - 1
. pressufe, which adversely- influences
, their studies. Those who lose: canﬁ-
' dence in themsclves fall far bahmd“
Chinese schogls and’ classés are i * 1

“divided into_ke¥y .ones and u::anr::lmar),r
.+ ones.-The best students enter the key
y schools and the ordinary sahaals are }
. left with the rest. Students in nrdmary
.schools or backward classes - feel?
jooked down upon by their families 1
‘and, sociéty. They lose -their self-
esteem and their desire for improve- .
ment, and may give themselves up as'
“hopeless and fool -around instead of:’
" doing their. lessons.. Thay start to cut
. classes and’ eventuaily drop out.” - |
1" Both' Li and- Tian apreed that |
. another lmprataat factor leading stu-
dents to drop out is the idea, that |
. studying is useless and an!y money is |
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