-TT._IKE a. suldler prepanng fur

reglmemed life. - He's up af. 6.30
| every ‘moriiing. Gymnastics practice
_ hegms at 7:15. From 9 until 3 there’s

;‘8 a.m. Three mghts a: ueek he
I attends . an _ €xtra “* 80-minute
1 academic - session,’ “Thes comes
{ homework and T.V. Exhausted, by .
| mldmght ‘Kensuke: collapses into -
1S a.. dﬂmandmg schedule- -
- eqpﬂmaltv when' you're only 13 years |
. Jold. Yet Kensuke plunges into his -
{ days with- a' chipper,- can-do spirit, --
-He . knows. the grinding classroom’
{ work and the after-dinner sessions
Jat sthe supplemeutary schoal. ot

I juk't-l- iare part of .the PI'ICE fur ,
’ ‘!-. . ‘i T '.1-.-r'
E ‘-?;--J’- :F‘ _ S

‘ Educatlon In

¥ bal“tlm Kensuke Suzuki leads a -

1 intensive class work, theén four more ° | .f
hnurs ﬂf athlehm Dmner follows at =’ _.
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r* ‘oot . This article shﬁws how students’ inJapan work hard for. NS
L -"’i lnng hours to prepare themselvas for takmgexamma- M A
I hons for adm:ssion tﬂ reputed umvers;ﬁes. ,‘_,-*fig ,._J ,, . -ru";a{?
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. suocess. in Japan s. n:ducauﬂnal sys- ;.,
ttem. “Some times- I'm-tired-and I f_ ipannt&d back - dunng exams.
“don't feel like going toJuku or gyin .
‘practicé,” he. concedes.. “But if I"“
"don’t_go. Tl fall ‘behind”. -
NEAR MANIA: Althnugh h:s
pecrs in most other countriés:would .+
* find Kensuke’s "schedule appallmg
“his is a typical da}- for; Japnese
junior-high-school " -* “stadents. -
Tokyo's Ministry of Educatmn sets‘
-nationwide _standards’ for achzev
ment, measuring what ‘pupils actual-
ly knﬂw rather than their & putuda g
‘High' marks dssure admission-ic a o,
tnp-ranked university and -a. gmd
-career; ponr grades, and test scores -
and -

. attend juku. Kensuke started going

- when he was just 11, “My grades

* Weren't:so hot,” he -confides . Fhs
 ~mother Junko Stuzuki, concedes the
+“-special help is a good idea.”

e depends entirely on hi grande point

: _g _ gxtra tutoring his Whole future is at
mst about '$ 100 a mnnth ooncen- -
“trate on’ one-sibject per- Session,
. inchiding Iapanﬂse: Math and En-
i glish. Unlike the: lockstép pdce of
the regular classrootii; threre’s time

. j0b-with little prmse The result is"
2. pbecar mania_. on. jthe - part -of- ’*-f
Japanese ktds fnr memnn:ung facts g

studant has trouble mth a mncept

- angmeer and construction-comp any

ﬁgurf:s and fnrmmhs whlch can

.. 10 get an edge, more than half 'uf- |
£ Japa.n S urban ‘junior-high students

" average, so if -he doesn't get the
- no goud when it comes to-getting a
" she .says. The classes, Whlf:h,

-, suke has;even’ ‘exchanged 'Puppy- }

at juku for detailed expiananuns ifa,
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"It more fun to. study there, says o

= _ +. Kensuke.” | understand the mate- -
- rial better.”

. Kensuke has atready dec:de:d he |
wams to attend Waseda Umverslty*
a . prestigious private school;

- «Tokyo, from ‘which his father, a cml

- executive;, graduated.' He hopes to
_win - admission t0 the [ugh schuul
affiliated with ‘Waseda, which

should make gettmg into the. uni- ?

- versity. abit easier. Afier that, he

wants to become a mmpany presi- ¢
“dent. “If I can get into Waseda- I~.
think I'll be able to get 2 ;nb witha
good company™ he says. For all the
nigors of his schedule, Kensuke re-

=, mains a happy, even cherful, child. -
+“What high s¢hool tie. gets . Iﬂm-_-

He gcnmneiy emn}'s gymnasucs-—
althuugh sports prowess will do lnm '

into university. He’s an avid fan of -;
"‘Daran Duran and Madonna. K:m

love notes with 2 gir! in’ his -class.

* They haven’t gone out on a date yet, *
though. After allithey see each
. other all the time at sclmol (Caur— ;
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