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ONCE a sanctuary for selnts

q and smugglers,
lnﬁw the haunt ¢f seagulls and
_,schﬂolrhﬂ‘&mn. Sinice being de-
veloped as & nature reserve by
Snuth Glamorgan couiity coun-
“eil in 1982, this island in e

Bristol Channel has become an
?educaﬂaml resource centre _E'.'l_-?
;ing children practical €xperlen
ce in topics as diverse as ge0-
- graphy and physics.

Fland makes it ideal for in-
'depth ecological studies,” 5ays
Dr. David Wprrall Sla.thulm'
projzet  officer, “Pup:ls can
‘either partiéipate in our biclo-
gical ﬁe-search Programmes

1pugh as eartagging and moni-

toring the §00-gtrong rabhit po-
pulation of evaluating the digts
of blackhirds and thrushes -
or undertake thelr O'Wﬂ inves-
tigations ,

"Ornithiological projecs are

popular boeause the vast guli .

|m1muesm be obscrved at

‘closg quarters. ‘But it {s because

of fts unusuat. flora that Sia-
itholm  has been desighated a

site of cpeeial scientific  inte=

rest by the Nature Conservan-
¢y Council, It is one of the few

places in Britain where the rare

el . ule . -

educallon a
centre In Brltam

Slatholm .. is.

“The compactness of the is- .
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. wild le._k giill grows.'

Pupils reach Slatholm by boat

the same mode of tlanspory.
used 1500 years
island’s first. -known visitors,

‘ago by e
Celtic saints, But thesg ., wire
not the only dark age tourists,
In the 10th century tha Danes
arrived, giving the island 13
name — holm ijs derived frem

‘the Scandinavian for river [»-
land — 20 there jg considerabie
deope for historical research on

the island. .
It eatms - o fooinote in the
medical history books, too, i(s

10th century cholera hospiial
was used to isolate sick sailors.
‘from the mainland. . Its main

scientific claim to fame lies in
audio physics. It 1897, Marconl
first transmifted g wirelesg com
mynication agress . water

goast, =~ !
Technolbgy of a Idlﬂ_erent. kind

powers the island’s lighthouse, -

i popllar venue for primary

‘schoolchildren. It is now man-

ned by three keepers Mg it 18

due to bhe autnmated later this

Feal. - 7
* Resourep nentreg such as Sla
tholm :re used mainly for geo-
graphy, biology or geoclogy pro-
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“ that the witdlife is |
‘tec*ed, only §0 visitors’ ‘are allo-
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jects. But Worrall {s anxiaus t_u-.
make the island relevant. to
many other subjects, especlally
as the new GCSE examinatipd
courses demald ficld studies, .
"We are hoping to cater for
puplls studying art, Hterature

' and languages - b? Immchmg |

painting and poetry. warkshops

and intengive - langhage: cour-
ses for sixth formers leaming

-Frenich or Welsh These CQurses

would immerse the stuﬂmts in

the languages by meking = sure

tha: all actlvitles on ‘the¥island

were carried out t.hruug'h those

mcdern lanEu"’EE‘S 53?3 Wﬂr- -
tall. -

Schoolg are not the unly Be-
neficiaries of the Sla.thoim pro-
ject. It also createg - jobs for

Cunemployed young, people uh.

der the auspices of t,‘ne Man-
power” Services Comnﬂssion com ;
munity programme. ¥,
Almosy 200 youngsters. have
sp-nt the pist five yem reno-
vating the 18th- century farm.
house and. converting . it into
residential acmmmudatmn for

visiting - groups But. to, msure
rully Po-

wéd on the. island at any che

time,
1
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