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- - ately yeai's ago, BT Tafaz-
4 z:d 115353111 left Bangladesh to
-+ study economics at Duke Uni-
. yersity 1n -North Caroplina un-
,ter e vulbright Programme.
nr tinscain also bad oifered to
4 E:attend European aniversities,
' . byt he was fascinated By the:
| pruspect of suaying under fhe

¥ divection of Prof Jostph Spap

glac ©one ‘of (be picneers on
1he suidects of deinographics
ia.sl sl rment cconomy. AS

r Hossain found out, Dr Span
gur was 480 =pecml teacher, .
one Who cnfcd deeplv about

*his students. .
Y In 1961, he eamed h1s an

‘in Economic under Prof Span-
glar’s guidance . and © Te;
turned to teach ‘in the

‘Economics  Depar{ment of
Dhaka University where he--
“has l‘emamed for the last 25
wears. When he returped, de
smognaphy ~and develc:pment

eConomy was a pew subject
fn Dhaka. But, sffer teaching
the sukect to hundreds of stu-
Bents and continuing his re-
hearch, Dr Hossain thinks that
he has “contributed indirectly
%0 the ~ecopomic d&velnpment
+ and progress of {his couniry.”

t Dr Hossain also returned to
Bangladesh with a new under-
:ytanding of Americans.” As a
student, he wou'd often spend
!'us wtekends ‘and holidays by

; v:lsmn,g a farmiy in the town
of Durharn, near the university.
On a log in front of this fa.
mily’s house, he would sit, chat

with family mernhers  and
sometimes lizten to folk mu-
sic. “The impression imprin. -
ted on my miud through this
discussion apd- exchange of
views ied me to belicve that
_their joys and soirows; hopes
and aspirations are not at ali
different from ours”, he re-
- icalled in a ' recunt interview.
"Here I realised tnat humen
‘beings are Lasically  abke
« throughnut the wntl "

pl'obahly express simjlar feel.

- ings "about the expetience of
talking to the young Bangla:
ﬁPs}h scho[ar

! Since 1947, more than 150‘.100
‘scholars, professor and - etud-
ents - from tpne US and 127
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tional experiences s:miiar
l;.‘;' Hnssainpes thanks io - *he
- Fulbtight Progrdamme, an aca-
demic exchange programrce .
initiated in 1944 by a freshman
Senator from ihe State of Ar
kansas, J. William Fultight.

(  Toward the end of World

War II, Senotor Fulbright, @
Former Rhodes scholar, had the

Gdea of using the proceeds
irom the =ales Uf Sﬂrplllﬁ m111
" tary equipfont tv fimance aca-
demic exchange between the

Umted States and other coun-
Yries of the world—almost a It
teral fulfilment of Biblical in-

dunction to turn ‘‘swords into
Cong!'ess passed this bil

knowr as the TFulbright Act,

nd I'iesident Harry S.-Tra-

man - signed 1t into law on
Ausust J its6. In the words
_ bf-the -legislation as updated
in 1981, the Tulbright ro-
‘gramme is designed ¢ “in
crease mutual understanding
betweer: the people of the Unl.
ted Statés and the people of
other couniries”. The dialogue
hetween ™M Russuie and tiat
North {yrolinian family is the

“lembodiment of n.utual under-

Etandmg "

The F,tuhught pregramme
first came (o then East Pakis-
tan in 195:. unce that time,
more thah 273 Bangladeshis
have rectived - Fulbright Fel

Jowships for graduate study in
S univessities. Others have

aavelled to the US for post-

doctora; research or io. teach
‘as visiting professor in US uni-

versities.

While Bangladeshis have tl'a-
vel 0 the Uniled Stales, US
scholars bave come to conduct
regearch on subjects ranging
from ¢ welopinizt eConomics:
o the artworks which, adorns ..

rickshaws.  Ametican profes
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& mther educauunal

ladeshis participatc:
‘West Center and the HJmphre}'

" States and
- study and work together
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Bu||d|ng br|dges 35 years of Bangla-US

‘died. in the US as Humphre;;

‘L}Chdngﬂ

programmes 1n which Bang-
the East.

,Prugramme |
Located in Honolulu near the
University of Hawaii, the Ea:.t-

‘West . Centre was founded in.

1960 to bring students and Ye-
wearchers from the
couniries of the

Asia Pacific region to  live,
on

tommon social, economis, en:
vironmental _nnd cultural prob-
pms. In addition o their gra-
duate degree -programmes at
the University of Hawaii, the
istudenls work on research pro-

jects in one of fouf instilutes :

the Institute of Cultute and

CDIMuum&hﬂn, the  Laviron-

‘ment né Yolicy -Institute, the

Resouvce System, Institute and
the Population Ilustitute. The
Centré also sponsors the visits

of as many as 1,500 scholars,

krofessicnals and government
officiais each year for confer-
ences and wot kshnps. Forty.

-inig:e bangladeshi scholars have

isuccess, particularly in a deve.

United

fellows.

The Fulbright, Humphrey
and KEast-West Cenire pro-
grammes share similar goals.
But how can one -neasure thelr

loping nations such &s Bang.
ladesh ¢

The most ubr;inu.: angwer lies:
tn the professjona: dﬁulupmﬂn*
the Fulbright fellcw Tepeiv,
In 1980, Mr Abdu]l Muyeed.

Chowdhury a career civil ser-

vant, studied public adminis..
tration at the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville undet
Yhe Fulbright programme,

Mr Chowdhury thinks that the
Jectures, semipars and discus.
sions wita other students from
developing countries  have
made him 3 more efective ad-

. ministrator in bhis subsequent

positions & Divisional Com-
missioner of Chittagong and
Directot of the Bogra Rural
ﬂ)evelnpment Academy. But, hs
also learned outside the class.
room. “One of my impressions
'‘was of how active Amerjcans

o Alcng with- the Marshall Plan, the
. Fulbright Programme is one of the really
generous and imaginative things that
have been done since World War H. .

—Arnold Toynbee, 1971

' studier? at the East-West C:n-

“fre under degree programmes,
and antvetpus others have at
tended  1ta mnierﬂ'icea uﬂd
‘Workshnps

"\ In 1478, the Hubert Humph-

‘tréy -North-South Fellowskip
lprogramme
imjd-career professiopals and
government officials from de-
wveloping countries to the Unit-
rd States for a year of prac.
kical training. The fellows
* study for one year in & Uni-
versity graduate programmnes.

Bors have also taught in var- fryeir. individualised program.

our departmenis at Dhaka Unl-

lesto more ‘sbout the host
country and cultuwre and nad

.Imes 4o not confer ‘a degrea

. unroversity like , the . Bangladeshi Il’lﬂﬂﬂ.’f give the -fellows'io Gppor-
The T4MI e visited ‘would past’eh auts in the US ~ they” i:u.mty to study new ways .of

‘kolving problems, Imowledge

they can apply after they re
l'he_f

standing f-ﬂ their fellow Ame-» glsg participate in two annual

{en convey their new unde™ gy 4o the positions.

1Cans. uilkef

Bmldmgunﬂtewecﬂss of

Jeonferences on development is-
sues with their US  counter.

the Fulbright programme  ths [parts. Eighteen Bangladesh

’US Congress has created two

‘Govérnment ofﬁelals have stu-

nﬂm cmmtries have haﬂ édt.-

]
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When Banglad&ahxs return to’

their country aitet {heir pro-
- ‘giamnies in the United States.

‘they speak with a greater un-

cesstanding of the what mares.

'ne United States anc. the fme.

dican pmp 1 m
S'ay '6 tite 'utteq States

real'n'.ed that ai’ ™y preconetty -

tions about that couniry cons.

Wtituted no more thah a drop

bf water in tie ocean,” re.
marked Abul Muyeed Chowd-

lhury.
"Mr and Mrs Harun-ur—Ra-

[shld, whc were both Assistant -
Professors of Architecture at

- the Bangladesh University of

Engineering and Technology
when they

ko study at the East-Weést Cen.

. dre, learned about families in

-the US through a very perso-
- inal 2xpe

rience, When they af-
tended. classes, they left thezr

"kmall cniid io the care a fa-

. hospitality,

mily. “I will never forget the

friendship,

During my.

received their grants:

hElp |

~'Mrs Rashid recalled: |
#d to sit, eat and gossip With

. Bangladeshi scholars they
fin the United Stales. . The East-

. ourages

and cordiality of that family’
hwe

the family for duys together in
their-house. What a nice, quiet,
but lively and happy famﬂy it

~was. How deep was the hond

of love among the pare*lts and
children "

“Previously, I thuught that the
ffamily bounds of Americans
were very loose and devoid of

{sincere Ieeung" she' continu. -

ed, “but in Hawaii, T found my
fideas to be wrong”, -
Edueational exchange prﬂ-
grammes have also given Ame.
ricans a. deeper knowledge
about Bangladesh thiough the
meet

West Cente in particular, ey-
their

students to _feach ~
sheir colleagues ahout

OWIi countries. The Rashids or- - ~ant when setileitierit of

, ®aiiced cejebrations of Inde-
~pendence Day &nd Victory Day

at the centre. And Mr Rashid

Tecalled that -the colourfu! an..
-nual fair, it seumed gs if “‘each

nd every nation of our region

- bad come Lo Hawaii with their
own history, culture, iradition - .

| and fifestyle’”,

AmerTicans dlsc gain' & d'eep-
<r understanding obout - Ban-
glidnsn thesagh (ue impreg-

bions conveyed by American

e —— - .

scholars yfier they returp from

“eof this

educatlonal exchange

*drg;ant sis. P-of Cariton Jack-
at
for {four
montLs in 249 .saigd that ° the
very ntensity of life in Bang-
e wonder of it all,
- and
visitor, usually for
. Bome W defined reasonm, want

son, who taugnt history
Dhaka L. vermty

tadesh,
awes  and.
-makes L~

nﬁtmlsheSl

tu refern”’

"' Though: he said that he had .
..’thﬂ fraquent cangellation of
Duaka University,
Dr Jacks'n was imptessed by.
eorts to forn:
o eentinue thepr
studies despitc the distuptions.
“One Jf ihe most charming as,
pects of Dhaka Unjversity was
to. seen stuaent furmed inmo
the

. grounds of the Teacher-Student
Centre, puwsuing .iheir topics.
Most Am~ricsis know'of Ban-
gladesh for (v pmerty But,

“it is that
magnifies

o difficult ‘irne adjusting
© 0lasses at

the studepts’
pmall gioups

| [S1Zacie study Eloups on

for Dr Jackson,

very povertv thatl
and illuminates iaeir humanity,
N9 wmaiter how poor PBangla.
deshis are. they wili usually of-

fer a visi. par: of what they ,

' I"la?'ﬂ" .

A contr.wuton to internaticn- |

al undors: ..mdm;, {¢ the break-
ng down af {raditivnaj stereo-~
types is difficult to _meagyre
But the F brigh Prograram e,
the East-Wesi Centre and tha
Humphrey - ¢1ogramme have
brought A we:cans and Bang,
Jadesn.s closcr together, Not

- surprﬁmﬂy, these programmes -
broad sypport in -

.hava Fecejved
tie Umted States -apd other

countries ¢f the world. Accir-

: dmg oy Sennot Iau!bnght this
qderives j1om the need for reg.
son and dipitmaey in intorna. - |

hnnal relatl 0 I (22 suciear

age. I thivk this kind of pro-
gramme is €x remely impoit-

ls the alternative. 1o nuclear
" War, And 1 think it
is the 2Tl ve, 'I'he effept
in a4
Kno 1%e)gegh'a

ahd the I'S'ﬂ'""h" OEV

- wother country 2
fﬂr Empdthy

nd no capaci
3 AR

began bringing .

disptites™ ™

Progiainite js to supply
wountries pegpia whe are

of the cujturs

of ihe |
‘ple and therefyre, are in ap;;'

isition to inake
- Judgments

are on the job, from the sales-'
man in a store to the mana-
ger of a big establishment ot

. an adminisiraror in a putlic

Kdepartinent.. Everyene accom-
plishes as much as he cav ia
a given peviod.” |

Acmrmng to the §1-year-old
Semator Irulbright increasing
professional skill is not the
wost Important measute of the
educationa; excharige plo-

. granmes. Un the 40th gani-

versary of the programme he
initiated, Senator  Fulbright
measurss ke programme’s
SUCCess rot only by the ‘elu-
tjatznna! beréfits of the indi- -
viduals. but, by -its contribution
to inte:natwna! understanding.

- "the Fulbright programme, he

says, builds “'the habit of cv-
operation When people. work
together, they build confidencs
.0 each otbher  disabuse ihem-

selves of the preiudicrs which
cause fear,

appr *hen'vu 1,. .ui--
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