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fAsked why, be said;
you undersimd what - uncers

Mostafa Kamal

‘. A mty- dwe]ler smd an Mm‘t-
. rday. he-+was . faging: . Defve-

wreekln g anxiety in his nund

a5 he -was:awaiting the resiits ;
of the admission test of - his

daughter in & “city _schaol,

m:ss:un. :

: But the schmls whlch ’ﬂ»l'd
camidered 'standard’ and sii.
- tahle for admission of chil-
dreh by guardians are a few |
' in_the metroxslﬁ

have a° school-going  child,™

asked cng guasrdian to - -add.
" “Yow cannot uﬂdersmnﬂ the
-ﬂPPrﬂach to ' make -the * City ..
- ketip paca of with such a mp1d
_expansion,

pmhlem if you don't ha‘b’E

. nne

'One - would natllrally | BSK,
what has gone wrong with the

population grown heyond tha

gize it can hold, shelter, edu. -
" cata -ond socialise

- Perhaps

nobody wouwd deny- that this
_Sitmtmn i
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; Hdunt i

tainties. will -befall me if-my
daughter does not firid a place -
'in the Bchool,” If thg girl o -
not pass the examination —her..
far,he.r would have to look for
"s0me other schoo]l for her: ad-_

“DO m :

. “nment. -and °

Ve A T ihg "‘f‘s“én‘t‘:o‘ia centred’ ’“inl

‘_jetropolltan Dhaka

& Iew areas, Thus hvo Iactorn

- ¢case of . chuldren whu

to be educated;” .

- If ¢his is the: Elt{latlm the
secund quest;nn would be, had
the  planners of. Dhaka' ity
fuﬂed to foresce that a’ rapidly

expanding city’ also needed to
Pprepape - itself to provide even -
the ‘minjmuym civie r‘ghts and’
Educat.nn is

- said, is the bll‘th nght uf 8. yet. ancther ploblem for gUBL-

»d;ana who haye to
.their -wards to .and frum dls-

.adminisn'a "

amenities,

citizen, -

.. The prnblem of admlt{ingf
chlldl‘ell to schools in- Dhaka ..
eity s by no .means- & .New "
one, It hegan to be felt from -
-thé - -early- seventits - when

- Dhaka turned - into_the ‘capita]

“of our young mation. Its sizé s

gruwing 14 accel@ated pace -
ever sine -and by now, even
cunservatwe estimates suggest,
the city ‘has a polmlat;nns ;of
four -million,

. Due tﬂ lack uf a systg:natic,

the problem
education, ﬂsﬁec:allr for ch:ltL

-state of the cily, Has Dhaka's” ‘yén has now becomeiso gcute, >

‘Tha new city ‘areas ihat ‘hage
“developed over the years -do.
‘niot have space to have publi¢
eﬁucahﬂnal institutions, .-
AT ﬁurvﬁy “conducted earher
by the Times showed that
out of about 350 . government

primary_‘schools and over {50

secondary schools (both gover-

4) are consldered

have . edequate physical and |

“academic facllities, and - the:r_
icand:da:tes do beiter at ihg:
“Secondary School - Certificata
“examinations, (.

‘But these" schmls are local:ed

: incertain -pockets in the citw -

’I'ha preferred schools are - in

'parts of Kotwalj and. Sutrapus .
‘-rthmwareas <and.pockets Iike
- Motijhidel, - S:ddheshward, - New-

N:arket Azimplr, Tejgaon and -

Muhammadpur -t Chl dren lw. .
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us erowd“for z

]ﬂl...}g” Lin

nﬁn-government] :
“in tha:! m.efl‘Opolis only - ‘abont :
‘Stﬂrndﬂrdl -
by guardians These ~schools

.. contribwte ¢o the prohlem of

children’s education in tha.

metropolis, These are (a) good
“or. “standard’™ Schools are very_

few in nymber compared o

m,edemn.ndand(b)thehetter:

known and prefﬂrred schools

aTe . unevenly distributed, Tug
second problem. again creﬂtes

tant - schools,
An ~ educational
tor told the Times that the

planners of Dhaka city appears
ed to 'have given. lesser im- ]

portance 10 make provision for
- schools and colleges when new
residentia] areas were develop=
ed, The problem was more ag~
cutﬂ in* areas that have groWN
<ap in an ymplanned way,
al::ing the advantage of this’
p between the demnand for
educath:n and “the .availability !
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Iamnties hundreds of kinder~

garteni have sprung up fn .

‘Dhaka city, Acconding to m*
estimate the number aisuch

kindergartens, run on a pros
fit basis, is over 4W now, The

kindergarten differ widely i
‘their methods as well as stans

dards of  instructions, Some
even consider admission of.
wards to kindergartens, which
change higher tution fees

_status Symbol, :
government and private mane

. aged, &lso differ in standards

of instruction { Thus, there ex-
-i5ts no ‘uniform school educa-
tien in the metropolis, |

For the -past one decade the *

educatmn authorifies are by~

‘passing their responsibilities in -

-this regard just by fixing dates
" of admission test in the schocls '

of the city.st the. Beginning -
of  each .agademic years. It

appéars that a full fledged sur- -
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" Schools, both -
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vey of the ‘schools and the -

;in ‘the meltmpohs needs to be:
undertaken on an urgent basis .

for finding a durable Eulutlnn

} to the schooling ptmblem ‘othet
wise. " it -would cunt!nué '
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g ianwmg dem:.-md‘ifur educahﬁﬁ“‘;




