— Rl —

Role C

|

Library which playsa ght
. icant role im the nation: ad-
vancement by disserningting
‘knowledge can hardly be fover
pmphasized Library 15 1 deed
one of the greatest Crieqja by
which the jntellectual agcom-
plishment  of a nationi Iay
their standard of civijation
can be judgucl, ' )
“a great librarv contaifis the
diary of' human race.. JThese
‘wise words of G. Dawsdn su
‘up the utility and impErative
nécessity of library in the dUur
rsuit of owledge To lover
of art and literature agd seek
‘er of knowledge a greay library
is therefore a paradise gn carth
To him it is a gre#t store
house of knowledge tiat enlis
ghtens ?richcr enlivens and
fortifies ‘his mind wi§ _mﬂra!
strength, Constant repding of
¢ood- books not onlyfenriches
Lﬂle readers mind wijth know
edge but also acts gs'a guids
“nost on the road 10 pappincss
n other words gagpbd bookas

‘mide the vovager fto. a sale
jome past across the sea of
joy. '

¢ It means that librpry equipp
ed with good bookp iu indis-
pensable for edudating the
neople  enlightenijg their
ninds and broadpning their
atlook which a essential
ualities that malke a nation
Teat,

' History records jndefatiguble
ind persistent huyman efforts
to coellect huge mdss of books

to advance the <guse of jearn
ing and_  those }| endeavours
which led to establish

ment of monumdntal libraries
date back to g h¢ary past.

* Imlater days great libraries
weres ' establishgd in many
western countrigs that made
rapid stride towards develdp
ment through iptensive study
of science and tkchnology. The
jdreat care wit which thesge
‘libraries were { preserved pro

'vides -eloquent ftestimony 1o
their insati gble thirst for
kpowledgeWe yet to wiines
and - experienpe that literary

oultural and Jeducational u
beaval that characterized: thpt;
eccidental nations when they
pntered into Kistorv in the 15th
#ad 16th cenfuries In fact if
story has anv imeaning and
Y lessop tof impart it is to
P sought in the way the mori
und‘l*.urpp nations ieapt
1o life vibriting with encrge
$ic activities | with the advent

of what iskpown 3s

_ era
ﬂ!!: naissend or the ﬂ};eevi,val
0 Learnin This created

ngrea;:_d stir
!I[]!]{Ha (lf o 0 . ' .

ing-nation . re A develop
son of histo
disadvantage

But -fnr_t > Royal Society of
Smeuc@ setjup in England n

-dhe nid.Sepenteenth Century

with the a yowed object of tak
ing full a antage of the Revi

val of mg for stimula
ing the creptive genius of th;
whole natidn towards original
scientific rpsearch England’s
military cdoguests oan land
::apd 3eq could have pever
,Ziven her glory and pre.
stige whiclf she quickly attain
:‘g r'id?lthﬂu her great leap {or
o ﬂlé ﬂl?. art

iterature,

The Britig

Empire which co

SUIIL -

and convuision , . lameniable: backwordness in

1. ignofe -this* loge €ducation, it does nof go to

only &t its ow:r- OUr- credit “that

traction ol
blessed with literacy. I have ng
exact data of the per centage
of literate persons that attend
public libraries to expand their
domain of
however, be: sajd with certam
amount ot certainty that their
number is negligible. 1endency
to pass an examination is much
stronger thap
knowledge. Thi; is one side of
the picture. Another sids ot jt
1s that after a lapse of timye .
many 5 literate persin
has not crossed the primary
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‘Abdul Hai

vered many parts of the 1wo
mermp is heres became so vast
and expansive that-it was {

used to be said that the Sun

aever sets in the British Em
pire’. But those days are gons
and almost all’ her colonics
have shattered the shacklas of
slavery. Accordiug to a former
British Prime Minister Eng
land's glory now rests on her
achievements in the field ot
art literature and intellectual

oursuits _ |
It is imperative on the part

of an underdeveloped country
iust put on the ladder of deve

lopment to take lessons from
kuch epoch.making evenis (O
glorify herself by pursuing
knowledge and thereby attmun

ing intellectual greatness.
We have passed through
many a vicissitude of life and
5t behoves us to prove by our
deeds that history, which is
inexample bhas a great lesson
io impart. We should never be
oblivious of the fact that hard
labour, honest efforts, unity,
faith disciplined life and intel-
lectua] acumen

can alone make a nation great
mnd secure for ber a place of

dignity in the comity of na-
tions. It -is a happy augury
that by her bold espousal of
the just cause Of the oppress-
ed peoples the world over,
Bangladesh has already - occu-
pied a place of honour in the

world forum.

Centuries of colonial ruls

hag caused us lmmense harm.

Colonial rute accounts for our
backwardness in education and
_economics. We face tremend
ous difficultles in filling up the
gap. Bup whatever the difficul-
ties may be, we should put

bur best efforts to overcome
\these It would be an exercise in
futility to wax elogquent -over

-econom.e progress and cultural

and edoacational] advancement
in seminars and conferences
unless such  talks are

- supported by effective actions.

Steps are, no doubt, being
taken to reise output in ficlds
and factories. And for real eau.
cationa] advncement we geed
to have a sufficient number of
wellequipped libraries but un-
der management of those Wwno
are ardent patrons of learning,
art and Jiterature. Whatever
may be the eXcuses for our
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ed story was first told by a
Christian writer who lived Six}
centurieg later. It was there.j§
tore of very doubttul authority
Tha famous historian Gibbon
ulso expressed similar views
in hie book Tl R.s¢ and Fall
of the Roman Empire , |

These observations caused
flutter in Europe ang after
heated debate it was generally
concluded thkat the historian
was right Allama Shibli No-
mani tile great savant and e
author of Siratunnabi als¢ pro.
ved the buselessness of the alle.
gation that the Arabs destro.
yed the library at Alexandria
in his Risaili Shibli’.

There is however no dispute |
about tlie destruction of the
Baghdad Library by the
Moghul Hordes led by Halaku
¥han

Nuw about the present tempo

stage velapses into  illiteracy.
This tantamounty to wastage
of time and Money.

It we- want to make th
country educatiorially advance,
w>* should strain all our nerves
to take adequate and effective
measures to arrest the rot. Ihe
Government is, ng doubt, evin-
cing keen inverest in the ma-
ter, apd what is necded now’
is that people belonging to all
walky of iife should come for-
ward to extend their whole-
hearted co.operation to streng.
then their efforts,

One effective means is to set
up sufficient number of lbraries
even in the remotest cormers
of Bangladesh for the conve-
nience of those who are de-
prived of the opportunity of

reading d to povert and
umermfausl:;: > Y ?f sur progress in the fleld gi
e qe . earning there is much to
Agein, if library is to be desired despite the Govern.

made meaningful, the library
sclence should not inean only
the mechanism ot zrranging
books' on' shélves. The persons -
in charge of a library should
also shoulder thd responsibi-
lity of increasing the number
of readers and encouraging
them to work for eradicating
illiteracy * and attending the
librarv regularly. He should
heip him in the choice of -boeoks |
also, - : -

If some of our libraries look
crowded at times, it is not
because we have top many rea. -

ment s earnestnesg to rid the
country of the curse of illitera.
facy, If we are to narrow the
wide gap between the percent.;
age of literate angd illiterate
persons we should further inten
sify our efforts to acceleratei
the pace of educationa}l develop
ment and trv to set up'libiaries
even in tha remotest .corners
of the rural areas to provids
every literate person the oppor.
tunities for study. As Thacke.
rav puts it 1f books do spothe
cheer and console if books
do enlighten enliven and fortify
if thevy make- sorrow hearable
to us teach us harmless tears

ders, ‘but because we have too i we
' . - anghtey rut2l

few libraries even for the smali ”é'huhlﬁﬁm no;:lg m:ru.1 dge ‘ghe-;e

number of readers we have, inestimatle blessings to the

poorest of our friends imt we
wlj try with all cur might to|
dispense these precioug things l

aover all’. .

If a single individua] like
Andrew Carnegie can set up
2, 000 libraries in Lm.rica, two
thousand persons in Bangla
desh should be able fo pool
their resources tg set up af
least one library.

If 1 may b, allowed to re.
peat, the may in charge of 3
great library has to shoulder
n tremtndous responsibility,

. Apart from guiding the rea
ders in the choice and selec.
tion ot books, he has to in.
f!ame in them a burning pas.
sion and desire and irres’stiblc
urge for study. A lilvarian
sputlld. therefore Le 5 true pat-

" Ilot, an ardent jover of art and
htera}ure and 5 rcal patrun‘ of

learmng. lie has also to See
that :he Jeaders  rigke ‘;he

- "
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::h:.mc:l bes were the centres of

. €arning Each of those cen

r?::; _had a large collection ui'
reiagious books which were J
breserved with  utmost care :
Last part of the  19th Cen.
! ; turning point |
in the history of Library Muvrelf
Mmen L Tlflere was 5
¢ 10 rounding LEbrari
pre.partition sub—continf;f
_L_ll_:ararv Movement
inittated in Baroda wih

she

auickly followes in %hﬂ‘;?
Ram;;ur Jatpur Travanco

Cochin and Mysote. Accordin
to Sir Jadunath Sarker the

Khud,; Baksh Librarv of
contained the large:t nuII’Iallt::?'
of authsptic books of the his.
tory of Musliry rule in India.
iE s ords persistent



