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The draft national educational policy is almost at 1
final stage. After its submission to the ministry of .
~ education by the framing committee, it has been subjected
to a review by yet another committee charged with
implementation and budgeting. The second committee
. has also discharged its responsibility. Now the education |
| policy, according to a report carried in a Bangla daily, is !
’ | awaiting the final approval. For the committees to have
' accomplished such a job within less than two years’ time 1s
a feat by itself. Although the contents are yet to-be |.
: ) available for detailed and minute exammatlon the ‘main !
i-t - features as introduced by the report are quite impressive. f
No doubt the proposed national education policy has | f
sought to bring about a radical change in our education .
. system. It looks- extremely bold and highly ambitious too. o
Whether it will be able to help fesolve the endless crises in
- the educational arena and improve the quality of ‘educa-
tion is howevera dtfferent matfer. e’Fnst let us take the |
| proposed breaks in the’ three tler system ef education. In
g the changed formatthe Primafy tier will ultimately be an '
' affair of eight academiic years, instead of the present five
years. The secondary tier will be of four years from class '
IX to XII. There will be no public examination-after class
X. To facilitate the process it has proposed that the
existing high schools introduce two more classes, X1 and
XI1, and the colleges add classes IX and X. The students
will face the first public examination after completion of
J class XII and the results will be settied on the basis ef
% grading. The universities, that is at the tertiary level will *
E. ~-have four years’ co- ordinated degree course with provi-
' sion -for honours and one year’s master course. Colieges |
- with proper facilities will offer similar education- along .-
£ | with the normal courses. Other colleges will have three
years’ degree course.
Clearly, the radically changed format has merit: No
doubt about that. But there are troubling questions that
- need to be answered first. Although there is a provision
for adding a year with each academic session of primary .
education beginning from the year 2003 so that by 2010
- the eight-year primary education is 1neorporated graually,
we doubt the home work most essential for its success will
be complete by that time. Even though there is. no
; mention that three more classes will be added to the -
primary schools as they now exist, there is every likeli-
hood of such incorporation. Can we bl.llld up the r
- infrastructure by that tlme'? . |
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qualified teachers with the primary wing. We cannot |
- expect the present primary school staff to take up the i ;
responsibility of teaching students from class VI upto class ;
VIII. Equally daunting will be the problem of converting :
the high schools into the proposed institutions capable of |
handling students of classes XI and XII. If this upward
integration poses a problem from the teaching point of
- view, the downward integration for colleges may not. But ..
then the. colleges will be required ot employ more
- teachers. Even then there: will remain one more preblem I | T
to solve—the problem of accommodation. There is a
proposal for an additional expenditure of Tk. 30 00'0
crore. We are not competent enough to say whether the
proposed money is enough or not for the purpose. But we’
- understand that the  whole programme will call for
¢ €extensive co-ordination and ground work. There are other :
intricate matters that will need to be attended. For" |
E ' example the scholarship examination for class V and the | \
3 t district-wise public examination for class VIII will pit |
different schools against each other but will certificates of
sort be awarded at that level?, In a system like this each . | ) )
scl:leel-ll or educational mstltutlij‘n needs to be self-sufficient | | -
and the teachers)integrity hasfto be beyond question. Can
WI LIE the 3 agsweris a ‘Ne‘*?ve ma}f fmd a;

regramme ﬁzzllng out. _"; 5
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! Even more cha]lengmg will be the inclusion of are °




