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a " “Education Minister Barris-
; ter Zamir Uddin Sircar Sunda

alleged in the Jaliya San%"sa
 that non-government school

4 and college teachers were being

used by certain guarters to

achieve their political ends.
. . Post and Telecommunica-
.. tion Minister Tariqul Islam
- said during the latest talk with
. the leaders of the teachers on

'Friday the government oflered
‘a 5 per cent hike in its contri-
bution to the salary of the non-
government teachers this ycar
and another five per cent durin
the next year's budget. Hc sal
leaders ol the teachers faiied to
turn up to a meeting with the
Prime Minister arranged at
their teachers regqucest on
Friday last. . |

The two ministers were
making separate statements in
the Jatiya Sansad when IBNP
member Abdul Ali Mridha drew
the attention of the Dcputy
Sﬂcaker Humayun Khan Pannj,
! who was presiding over the sit-

ting, to the teachers’ sit-in
demonstration., - :
The Education Minisler said
presence of Awami League Chicl
g and Leadcr of the Opposition
; Sheikh Hasina and. Jatiya
Party and Workers Party lcad-
" ers at the sit-in demonstration
f proved that teachers’ movement
y was politically motivated.

- Barrister Sircar reiterated
‘his appeal to the teachers 1o
call off their strike and deveole
‘themselves in the task of
spreading education. ‘

that those who were misleading

the teachers would uliimalcly :
be exposcd to the nation. lle |

resent
an- {

said . that the
government after thce
. nouncement of the new pay
1 scale had increased its contn-

] bution to the salarics of the .

non-government teachers from
50 cent 10 70 per eont,

- en they put forward fresh
demands, the Edacation Minis-
ter said, the government had
met their all demands barring
two. Those two demands were:
Payment of full salary of the
non-government teachers from

The Bangladesh Tinies

The Education Minisier said |
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. the government cxchequer and ™

raising the age-limit for re-
tirement of tcachers to 70
ﬁegars. He said that the tcachers
ad not received in. last 20
years what they were now get-
ting.
The Education Minister
pointed out that the Prime Min-
ister had provided Tk. 25 crorc

for the benevolent fund so that

tcachers so that teachers did
not returm homic empty handed
after their retircment. Each o
thz, retifing teachers would be
receiving gratuity cquivalent to
one month's basic pay for every
ear of his -service [rom the
enevolent fund, he said. =~
Barrister Sircar - said the
overnment had also provided
the non-government tcachers
with a monthly medical al-
lowance équivalent to that.cn-
joyed. b¥; teachers of govern-
ment schools and colleges. Be-
sides, he said, the present gov-
ernment had given time scale
facilitics to non:government
teachers. '
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_cent in Lhe next year's budget.
Al leaders of the teachers
' demanded a mecting with the

Prime Minister in this respect. |

But Mr. Quamruzzaman, an

Awami Lcaguc Presidium

Member and a lecader of the

s teachers had said they needed a

’ meeting. among themsclves
[irsi, ’

_ Thu Telecommunication
. Minisler sadd that the Prime -

1 Minisicr had agreed to mecet the

lcaders of the teachers and time
was fixed at 8.30 p.m. but later™

~ they had fafled to turm up.
Mr_Islam said 1ihal it ap-

pcarua that ccrtain quarters -

prevailed upon them. ™

He said that deposed auto-
cral Ershad had heen the Presi-
dent of the Non-government

Teachers' Association and Er-
" shad had announced that he .

. would give Tk. one erore 1o the

[ ]

3ut not even a Taka was given
by him, the Tclr:cnmmuhgiicm
tion Minis{cr said.

But, he said, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia had given
Tk. 25 crorc to the bencvolent
fund. : '

-Referring to the address
given by Lcader of the Opposi-
tion Sheikh Hasina and Jativa

- { _Party lcader Kazi Zafar Ahmed

on-govt teachers

by another 10

per aent, agreed Lo make a b per
; eent raise during the current
r year's hudget and another 5 per

‘Barrister Sircar said during
nepotiations with the. ‘leaders

- of the teachers, the government

had told them their demands
would be met in phascs. |

He regrclle that despite -
enhanced bencfits given to.

.- themn, a section of teachers took -

students hostage during thelr
last SSC ‘examination. How-
ever, he said, a group of sensible
teachers had performed their
duties during Iﬁc SSC examina-
tions. - :
A confident Education Min-
ister said Hke successful hold-

ing of the last SSC cxamina-

tions, -the HSC ¢xaminations -
would be held in time and re- -

 sults announced as scheduled.

¥ TARIQUL . :

Mr Tarqul Islam who too
parl in thc ncgoliations with
the teachers said that during a
mecting with the leaders of the
striking teachers and the gov-
cernment in responsc to the de-
mand for raising the govern--
menit  contribulion to the
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at-the sit-in demonstratiofi\of *
the  teachers. Mr [slam s
- Mr Quamruzzaman is a mey-
ber of the Awami League Presid-
ium and Kazi Farug Ahmed [ a
icader of the tcachers' action

benevolent fund of the teachers. -

[faison commitice) is the
brother of Kazi Zafar Ahmed.
S0 there is no reaseon Lo be sur-
prised il Sheikh lHasina or Kazi
Zafar Ahmed or Moudud
Ahmed addresses  the sit-in
demonsiralion of teachers.”
The Telecommunications
Minister urged the leachers not
to be misled by politically mo- 1
tivated " quarters and carry out .

their rcsponsibility to their g
beloved students. -
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