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Campus Peace
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'lF- The Bangladesh Observer in rts _
| ‘editorial. dated 4.10.1989 has" put
. | forward' a valuable suggestion for .
| 'keeping ‘peace in the Campuses in
| ‘general and the University of Dhaka |
'in particular. The editorial ‘was writ-
ten in the context of recovery of arms .
on 20.9.1989 by police and B.D.R. in
their raid in six residential halls of
l- Dhaka University.-Since the editorial 1
on the subject on 4.10.1989 more |
arms have been recovered from the !
| campuses of Dhaka and .Rajshahi !
University. .On the"night fnllumng
| Thursday, Sth October, 1989 and on
;.' *Fnday night from a mllcgc at Ch:tta- -
| gong.” . ;
' One cannot bc sure if the. posses-
| sion of -arms by some students is b
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connected with leadershlp in the
Campus as the’ Student leaders# -
themselves are dcnnunmng such pos- |
session of arms. The cause .of such
1 possession of arms.and its source is to :
- | be searched outside ‘the Campuses.
| ‘The students arrested in connection
» ' | with the recovery of arms,.are re-
| 1-ported to be followers of sorme poh- -
tical partiés. In order to' maintain
pean: and the academic atmosphere
in the ‘Universities the political par-
“ties should come forward to dissolve.
| -therr 'student fronts, and not to en- -
| ‘courage studentpolitics.. President ¢
‘Ershad has taken a commiéndable ,
| step in dissolving the student frnnt of 4
{ -his political party.
|. -But thé matter does not end thefe.
| 'For the University as you have said is -
{ “more than a simple law. and order |
| problem.” The Umversity Authont}'
is under obligation to mamtam disci- -
{ pline in the Campus and to: énsurs”
safe ‘pursuit of studies by- the .stu--
dents. The Umvcrslry authority has
got ‘adequate powers to- deal with
: | .cases of indicipline amongst the stu- |
; | dents. In this juncture the guardians
and the innocent students should *-
+ stand by the University authority for
L its firm handhng of the situation in
- the greater interest of. the students.
The leadr:rs of various student
factmns may deliver the desired: re-
;medy by agreeing to sit down and
, 1alk together, but the task is almost
Impusslbtc without affectionate aid -
i and assistance uf Umvcmty au-
thunty , :
i The fact remains that the stLdents -,
‘are also political animals, as we alf
are. The students are also conscious l
= 'uf the national issues, and more
responsive to any call for solution of f
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{ the national issues. It may not bear:

1 any fruit to tell the students’ nnt to

| indulge in politics inside the Campus

_. Thc nauun also expects the students

' to{laket J\adershl p.of the cduritry |
some.traifing in lesd- |

ershipis called for and it is prqu:d

“by the- different unions of the stu-

dents. But to campletc the picture '

the desired training in parliamentary

-practice may also be provided by

establishing a -students parliament

| comptising the representatives.of the }

| -students of thé seven Universities of ;

the country. This question and the (

related matters may be examined by-t

a Commission to be headed by a;

Judge of the Appellate. Division of «

the Supreme Court, The members of |

the Commission may be taken from 3: '

'the seven Universities, Educanﬂn
Ministry "and Supreme Cﬂllﬂ Bar
Association. © :
. Md. Moksudor Rahman '
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