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The nation on Monday paid
: homage to the golden sons of the
- soil who laid down their lives to
establish Bangla as the mother

© tongue in 1952.

Tens of thousands of people
thronged the Central Shaheed
Minar to pay their tributes to the
best sons of the soil-Salam, Rafiq,
Shafig, Jabbar and Barkat. *

- This year’s Shaheed Dibash
(Martyrs’ Day) was marked by its
. recognition as the - International

Staff Correspondent
floral wreaths at the Shaheed
Minar at 12:32 am.

For the first time, representa-
tives of the diplomatic missigns in
Dhaka paid homage to the Lan-
guage Martyrs in the early hours
of February

Veterans uf the

language .

{ o Homage Pald to 1anguage martyrs

' Immortal Ekushey -
~ observed

University Prof AK Azad Chowd-
hury also placed wreaths in the
early hours of Ekushey,

Different pnliﬂcal,,.pames and
their front organisations inCluding
student wings, Sdcm-cuitural or-
ganisations, teachers,” journalists
and various ,professional groups

movement led by President of . paid; tributes to the Iﬂﬂﬂ}'ﬁ - |

State ‘Language Achu‘h Council
Gaziul Huq offered their tributes
to their comrades who sactificed
lives for the cause of Bangla lan-

Mother Language Day by the ﬁuage Vlce Chancellor of Dhaka

UNESCO.

gan with the placing of wreaths by
President Justice Shahabuddi
. Ahmed at the altar of Shaheed
" Minar at one minute past 12 mid-
night (Sunday night).

1; ; Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
0

llowed the President and paid

4 her respect to the language mar-
r tyfs. Then came Speaker of Par-
liamerit ,aHuma_vun Rasheed

_The: programme of the day bn:/

I-lllhq..J

Ot the occasion of Febrifary 21,

the Ekushey- Book  Fair and. the
. Dhaka -University --area, , uniike .
previous years, wore “afestive >
look after the day had been de-
clared an international one. City
. dwellers and current as well as
former students of DU gathered at
\the vast areas surrounding -the

Shaheed Minar.

" The Ekusey Book Fair at the
- Bangla Academy hardly had any
space to walk . with enthusiastic

visitors jamming the area.

The ruling Awam League’s

city unit placed wreaths at around
i,,,_8 30 in_the morning: Water Re-_
. sources Minister Abdur Razzak,

i Food Minister Amir+ Hossain*
- Amu; Commerce Minister Abdul

of

s “Tdlil .and State Minister for Shi
pmg Mofazzal Hossain Chow
hury led the Probhat Ferry.
Leaders of opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party including
- party Secrétary general Abdul
~ Mannan Bhuiyan MP, Sadeq Hos-
t $ain Khoka MP Barrister Moudud
Aliméd ‘and Abdul Matin Chowd-

hury placed wreaths on behalf of

thé BNP city unit. .
Judges of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh led by Chief Justice
Latifur Rahman paid homage by '
placing wreaths at the altar at 10
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