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I am happy fo lerrmn that the

"1 Commuonwealth Secretariat kins

‘| chnsen Bangladcsh to host the
| Coremonwealth regional semi-
| nar on universat primary edu-
{f catton in Asia and the Pacitic
| end it is my particular pleasure

to welcome you t11 1o our couns

| try. T am ghatified to note ihat
pliiough the majerity of tha

délegntes come from fellow:.

Aslin - nations,  there are also
- representatives from other parts

of the Commonwealth who will,
I ¢em mire, add the wisdom of

i their ovm experience fo your
" deliheratiors. L
During the period of ifs -ex-
{stence the Commonwealih Secvs
‘retariat has held numevous con-
ferepces at minieterial and of-
ficia! Tevels which have dnne

problems end put forward sos
lutions smongst thase confers

rm murh to analyse commof: .

ences the Cnmmonweatth edu.

: cation conferences have been

of particular value.- .
‘But by - their very nature

they have tended to deal willk

¢ plobal issnes and it is gratifys
_ing therefore to see the emar-
" gence of reglonul conferences

' such ‘as this one which can ret: -8

specifie -

+ to grips  with more

, moiters of reginnal concern.
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! It is particularly sopropriate

fthat, this _, eeminar,

in Dacea ‘The géverrment of

' Fangladech. {s currently giving
t its attention to :he preparaticy - -

(of it cocend Five-Year Plan
$060.85 and #s perspective plan

' ecucation geector of these plant

Iwe have come {o the conclt.
}--a!nn {that primary educatien
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} our former rl:ns werv breed,

Fven the wesithy .nstions
have had their confidence une
dermined and ere painfully Te-
appraising their policles in the
natural re.

dght of ﬂlm_inishl
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and dull tasks of p*
tevom the hands of
Emn to nutomated maechinery.
? tiolng

| and educationa) policles
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{ - ¥ me that a matsive re-eppresal
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Text of Zia’s speech at C'wealth

whose

therhe is universal primary edus
crtion. thould he toking place |

Lsas0 2000 In cnsidering  the

srust recelve the ulmost pric. - ference'in the anti
- o S both
now realised that the

168hs, which pluced parth
expansionn of
_ eduea-
tion. have mustly proved costly
expenditure and
fective Lnb’lm:;n of
l’!-jl‘m.ent;!-ﬁrﬁma? aple. N= . el fﬁﬁ") y ‘Have
et Feme e iace. n-clems of editstian navk DEERER Enity. wrt;
Shibpan s e, 2 Ema et and e St R
~ dmany_of the' tomfortable theo- m |
rles and’essumptieris en Which o 5 0l rorwara to these prob: cational order. * >

Tt is not anly the poorer Cout.

human beé-

The effécts of this new tech.
cal revehition on people's
bu E?“,m:f’ b‘: protound .the chorge that yesterday’s.r

N o s "' g R 3 Tla
3 edn will be »Voluijonaries - becime today's

r.ral acceplance,. What wa oet!
X ! out -tc tegin tadar i unlikely
[tn'he fulfilled wuntit the unext

primary -education
lity, it has also become eévident Ard the sooner we ttart thy
that foréign ald is not an effec. geoner our young peupla and
tive substitute for self-help it gur country wijtt hecefit, i
can facilitate the jmplementas  In ccxclusion I would like fo
 tion of  indigénous develop~ sefer to some motters that con
‘ment but it cannot provide cern wus in Bangladest b3
long-term eolutions, - - which I fee} sure have. wide? .
. 7This aeed.then to mobilize implicetions First there is tae 4
our own resources is the basis content of the primary school ~
for our present political endea. curriculam In maty (orDIrea
#;t;r:..mmedugegw sm~ the carriculum it Jittle more
plays.a_vital role in npolitical . o pigus hepe fmpossible o
change henpe our present col* yplementintion either because |
“cen with shaping a mﬁ?ﬁ tha teachers or facilities do not °
ture !.he_challe_nm of : exist or bLecavse it is so com- |
Rl R ~ prehehsive that there are in- !
. In this réspect we in Bangla- s fiicjent scheol hours to vover
. jee primary education g8 §t.- - 3 - 4
B en_mi?lof:c‘tor -inncjtgxetdm .. - BASIC SKILLS
lorfent of democraCy o ; Beariug it mitd that primary
village leve. mdmwﬁ educﬁtiétf %{ll be toarminal for.
reliam ol B the mejority of ncople for yeurs
. ! to come {the ~urricchhm must
interesting to note that provide two cescntisls, Firss jt
nd * fnust fnculcate those batic skilla |
--{he atilily to reed to Writa;'-%
to calculate to meature—oR
whick all subsequent persocal
and nntiona) development Jdep:
endd secondly the schrei must :

s Bavoed i .

titution-building =~ projects -
fhe synore nnindane Bhut more

important field  of \ primary aotively encourage grod socizl
‘ . attitudes .morzl valuzs, il yod .

dike—vhich ere the cement of
a suble sucgety.,” . ;
Wy seconi point srisen from ;
primafy education Durmg % ::r:?:iu( "gmrt t u; e
riod 107083 it proposes to SHEROL LR LI N oo pro-
D et his allogation to . 20 - ATY stage We must o'so pro-
,increaset nl ars vide orportunitiec fo> yuung
: met: snxd women to acquijre pro-
.duetjve ¢Xitle Soine of this train
ing will cccu? in an ‘nstitutjotie
al sctting but this is a coctly
meilod  which cannot  meet
prore than a small prupostion
of the ceuntry’s needp, .
So it scems 10 me thet - we
have fo get away from the fer-
mal course and eaamys.aiion
oviented svstem nd to devise
other cheaper and mors popu- -
Iar nescs ¢ f vocational educs- 1
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-In ¢ther words, the primary
-school maust not te seen jh i%0- -

CJation nut mest be rejnforced
by ¢ ncnfermai system whith
provides penple with a means
to increass their own productio |
vily a3 well as that of society ]
et large. -

My third cor.si*eration is how
we ¢an get the local community ¢
more  ¢lesely involved in the
organiration covient and con-
tro) of the :ducation syst~m
* It is & trioedy that jn macy

vill: ges the or msfy schoot re.
maing aleo?  ane remoein 7o
the da-ly life «f the inhahjtanta
insterd of being a tourcs  of )
‘bétyiex p Pride 2nd a cenire of rowiny-d
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, content, W
therefore look forward eager-
- 1y to e oitcome of this con*

t will give us guidance
| iaﬁﬂ;_ ' mﬁm'in our forth-

‘coming efforts to expand. and
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" Over. the past few years, ot
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Ims BDut a8 we oll knew, the
real &fficulty arises when we
 sttempt to epply theso reme-
 &ied -For ultimately we - are
dealirg with human beir gs ond
a remote,wutherity cerant i@

Finally, May 1-wish yomt il
a harpy a2d-enjoyatls etay in
Bangladesh. T hopn yrv  will
mike use of every uPperiunity
::d see fmmhmg of cut contep
_ \ side w v0 $

pose solutics <8 ° "mﬂ;g} 2150 v svveur merce ﬁ?ls ﬂi -

pupvlace | "’_"{:'_. tutions 7. T feel cenfident that the
well & tentioned, ihs se SOILTEC i resutts of this semmar #gl be
- TOAY N . . OF great benefit to ol) of us 1§
. ‘Por & reform (a revolutioh is naw my great  plewsure %
it you like) te he success'ul & Qeclure this Seminar open™™
must have the setjve MIPPOT pom=m—mr—rem
.end- ¢o-orersticn of the dulk
t{ the topulation Haw we get
- ghout this tesk of ‘edncation 13
educatior.al changes is a (opic
.which 1kis seminar may. Ser-
haps corsider. Fducatioral sy
tms - are potoriousy slow to |
hange, £nd even #duéationists
sre not entirely exempt Srom |

| ginning with our acaderoic end |
- efidcntiohal theoreticiats and

» Altering dowh through. Qe
| whole of society, _. _

fumugh. for our gvatdisthesa|
it good énough for cur sons and

_ % patently uﬂtrue;i
ut Ict us net daJrde ourselves
that the present syster can be
radicelly chenged overnight al-
m:grtm;‘g;ﬂm to be the &t
4 un man '
Even in theé wealthjest coune | ~
F trjex ecuraticnal innovatiop has:
yiaken deécades to achieve geaeo

generntien. But that. {s ng ex..
cuse for ot  making & #tart
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