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Universal Priimnary Edt_lceticn
accounting for 22,87,97¢ students

. throughout the country is report-
edly receiving a boost under spe-
cial measures aimed at it. Ac-

‘cording to an announcement by

the .Director of Public Instruc-
tion, text books and uniform will

"be dlstribuj;ed free of cost {o fifty

per cent of the students including

~the girls whose share of the uni-

form will be two sets of the same.

For obvious reasons of more en-. -

couragement for the long-neglect-
ed femasale education in the coun-

try any preferentiel——seenﬂng dis-

tribution of gifts should make no
difference to the overall feeling of

satisfaction among the recipients. |
’ announced  benefits -

The
wculd involve students of more
than thirty six thousand govern-

~ ment primary schools. The distri-

- o e

hution process has also been sim;
. plified by being based on the lists .

~ prepared locally by Headmasters,
‘. and Headmistresses of the schools

concerned witl:: recommendations

- of the school mansgement com-
‘mittees. Though made handy in

this way, the distribution needs
to be conducted with competence

and adequate practical arrange.

ments to avold disaffection,

_should there be any and to en- |

eure overall fairness
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It need hardly be said that

universal primary education has
been one of the focal points in

" our national reconstruction at the |

grass-roots. The major sector of

beneflciaries of such extended

educatmnellf ties is the rural

years* ‘'with the hnprcvement in
status  and management of the

- primary schools, a new animation

among the rural population has
grown and the number of boys
and girls going to school has per-
ceptibly - increased. As. disclosed,

been made. The reported cut-back
on the same understandably, ne-

cessitated by reason of resource-

limitation should not. affect the
targeted result to be .achieved by

the available funds. 'The seme'
 gshould also.hold as far as the

- Second Five Year.Plan Program-: '

me is concerned. The scope for
economy exists, certainly, in

most of the sectors -of develop-
ment. And the essentials of a pro-
gramme like primary education
- on the prcpcsed scale could be
‘taken care of by filling the finan-
cial gaps with hard and intensive '
wcrk at the vital levels.
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" universal primary education -is .
‘included in the Second Five Year
‘Plan and the budget  allocation
-for the current financial year has -




