PRIMARY schml
| Bangladesh generally start
schooling at the age of 634 ac-

cording to the govgrmment rule

of admission. Students of pri-
mary jevel are supposed to re-

e o [

without

- children into fo

the world

schooj for 5 vears
retention ] They leave
school at the age of '10-{- to 13.

This sce is very lpw for find-
ing regular employment in any
SEI‘.‘:I:UI" orT urgamsa o0 govern-
ment or private. small por
tion of this numk of school -
leavers are employed in some
private shops ang stalls, out
the rqgst remain asl burdens on
their families Thig is the situa

main | in

- tion of primarv sdhoo) lecavers
“and dropouts in Bangladesh.

RECtﬂﬂ?. Government has
undertaken the esponsibility
of bringing all the nrlmarv age
2% schools
through a project |[of Universal
Primary Education (UPE. y In

view bf this it woyld become a -
. Rrowing

interest jof the plan-
ners and policy njakers to re

lJate ; primarv c@rriculum of
Bangladesh to wolk experience
so that this cohort of children
who Are not in af ‘position to

go to‘the higher leywel can build
a base at least to|step into an,
empleovment :posijion. It s
essential to prepaxre children
with {skills and |attitudes for
of work to earn a
livelihood. Accordfngly the new
primary curnmla envisage to, -

children in

‘which it is

YHE BENCLABESH OBSEEVEE

oﬁghts On Prlma'ry‘

Educatlon
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Question arises how

gystem,
should a formal school in a

village replicate.on a large
scale a process of work experi-

ence that ‘seems to 2o on effort--

lesslv in the. informal sector of
a rural area.
schoo! fails to no beyond the
lowest common denominator: of
existing rural skills it -stands

to lose credence with the par--
ents, Be it as it may, there we,

shall see one good way in

- possible to¢  find
emplovments for the primary

school leavers, This should oe

an alienment of primary edu-
cation with the Wurkmg life

"of the comimunity.

In Bangladesh 1t is possible
to insert . some.form of pre-
vocational
or primary education cvcle and
thus expase children to a mini-
miim skill orientation,
such a subsistance self-ediploy-
ment strategy it is necessary (o

stress the re-integration of tho

nrirnarv schoo]l vyouth into an

. ordinary village life so that the

aeed for such

skills can be
adapted to "

village' needs and

thus children can work along’
.side the people of the vnllage
reason ‘emphasis sho-

For
uld be given on correct manual
attitude. manuaj} work and re
conciliation with village life.
For the purnose of attainment

. of this subsistance self-employ-

ment it.is required to examine
the jmportance of

€xpose all prims pupils to  tro) for primary school leavers®
worki experience. [The justifica it has been noticeavle there
tion |for this is. | accustoming = fore that the more ambitious a
i+ Sludents to manujl work, But skill programme is for the
it isgnot easy to] implement yvouth the more likely it is that.
thruuzh the prejent formal it will somehow require the in-

. -
-'-"-l" - x

‘Indeed, if the.

skiils into a basic ©

For

social con-

volvement of the community.

Learning skills for self-em”
plovment remain a matter of
community oncern for children
of rural primary schools and
for that reason it {s necessary
for the school to maintain =
Jink with ‘the community.
Moreover, foi' the surviving and
expanding of school _
and procuring. new  resources
community dimension is un-

~avoidable Schools are required

themselves to seif-
training and alsc

to -orient
employment

‘they are to rely on community

resources, For .an over-popula-
ted country like Bangladesh
now it is very difficuli to mve
in-schooi training to the child-
ren even at theitop two classes
of primary cvcle without direct
link with ¥ the community.
Hence, a priority on.a jinkage
aspect of vrimary education is
obviously justifiable. The
schools therefore either have
to pain their self. emplovment
experience - through a linkage
programme in the community
the community members them
selves may bring the relevant

* skilis into the class rooms at

a low cost.

" The main iustification for
aligning primary education with
the working life of the commu-
nity is that at this age prima
school leavers find it difficult
to get a paid.joo., The commu-
nily itself can shoulder the
employment burden. The
employment problem of primary
schoo) leavers can thus be re-
moved by beinz localised or in
other words, that . community
involvement in the school will
destroy the barm. rs- between

activities

leavers ov providing

un~

oment.

" «choot work and village work.

If the school is developed
thoroughly in the local commu-
nity, the respounsibility of wor-
king, lives of the young people
wm ae developed in the village
and it is hoped that eventuaily
there will be no such thing as’
the unskilled plimary schocl |
leavers.

This stratesy of devolution
of emplovment responsibilify
to the comnmunity has alreacdy |
been introduced in a wide
varicty of settings,

many countries of the world
successfully i.e. €uba. Tanzania
China.
experiment
and restarch in similar fields

Two recent studies of this type i

namelyv (iy Comoining education

and productive work experience

in Bangladesh and (i) A study
on open air education by Insti-
tute of Education, University
of Dhaka, are gnﬂd mstances
of such a strategy.

combina- |
tien of studv and work etc. it

Bangladesh has also
undereone some

h N
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Plaiiners of our country have |

to re-think on educational struc

ture and outcomes of primary

education. The main thrust
of reforms should be with
work preparation, employment
and asniratiun of the schml
trainin
in village occupations through
& scheme of alienment of pri-
mary school with the workKing
life of the ‘cominunity.

As regards planuing, desng
ning, administration and impie
mentation of such a scheme npo
approach is suggested at the
Howegver,. for =2
pilot test a Dlannmg strategy

may be.developed in due course.




