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rimary educationscene
Fducational planning is.considered to be
a strategic policy ‘issue in the development
planning of many a developing country like
Bangladesh. .The development .of enrolment
;in the educational system for achieving total par-
ticipation of School-age populaticn in education,  §
therefore, is very much interrelated with
soclo-economic progress. Availability of upto-
ldﬁte statistics and coéntinual review of - the
state of affairs in the domain *of education,
tespecially- primary education,-are thus " matters
of top priovity.” = . . o
-The Ministry of Finance in its latest issue
jof Bangladesh _Economic Survey has come up .’
'with some vitally impertant statistics pertain-.
ing ‘to the educational scenario. The number,
of students in all categories of educational ins-
titutions rose during ‘the year 1983-84. The

creased -in most  cases, Sexcept for primary.

number “of educational institutions, too, 1n- {

education where the number of schools declin- ° |
ed by 557 in & matter .of one year. The Survey
further *brings »" to- light the fact that the stu-

The chly improvement appears to be that the
enrolment in primary schools of the. countiry

lcduﬁti'y now stood at 52:1. = .
| last year ‘rose by “éne lakh 74 thousand. But

dent-teacher -ratio for primary ‘schools inthe ]

this is negligible compared {o " the size of the
t in-the country, which,  according to .a Survey
made in 1978, was of the order of one Crore 30 .
lakh. -~ - g | o
| Acccrding to another . study on the -state
of primary education-in Bangladesh, ‘'made. by .

A

primary” school-age population (5 to 9 years) l

. _ _ , ) i
now-defunct National Foundaon for Research . l

cn Human Resource Develepment (NFRHRD), -
back in 1980, there was just 0.74 primary school
per squdre mile in Bangladesh.  The same study

showed that ~there were 2.73 schools per 1600 - {

school-age population -in rural- areas, 103 in
Dhaka city and 2.60 in other-urban areas of the
country. T 1 B
" The findings of the NFRHRD study further
showed that about 80 per cent of the primary
. school students dropped out before- reaching the
. final year (class V); nearly 50 per cent students -
;did the same before reaching class II. The net’

hirned out to be just about six per cent.

The statistics undoubtedly indicate that . -

- %ﬁrimary_ education shouid-unquestionably receive
| the priority treatment it. deserved, if :universal..

literacy is to. be _Hachieve.:i in the country. soon
epcugh, This, ha
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* {holds an important answer to the problem of. in- -+
schocls “and reducing the number of droxiguté,
{improving the- standard of .'l;eaching, as ‘well -
as,, achieving . better management of  schools.

AWhat the’ gever(ﬁnent__cail- do is to engage ex- .
‘perts for finding ~out ways and .means - for L.

achieving the desired levei of popular partici-; ¥
paticn for improving the state of primary-edu/";

Youtput, of tetal enrolments in rural’ schools -

the sole,responsi-Tey




