RECENT.LY elementary ieacher
- education curriculum has un-
der gone revision in many States
A8 Der recommencdtion of the
-Natignal Council for Teacher
" Education (NCTE). 1t recoinmen
doed that the two-yvrar course
micht be converted - inloc a fcur

Semester course with 72 credit
hour courses and the siructure

_of curriculum  should consist
"of three maior areas. namuly
. 141 vedagogical thforv (b work
e with the ‘communily and
|‘ {(c}  content-cum-ni:thodotooy
- and practice . teaching includine
related oractical work.

- At the state level short term
.tralming  courses and summer
Courses are organise] ftor ele
i mentary  school  teachers. In
'view of the large number of
- clementarv school teachers how
[wer thz efiert made in this
.respect 1s qutie inadeguaie,

! . In Nepal the Institute »f Edu
cation conducts ¢ne ard two
vear teachers] trainine wrogram
mes. Those completiig the one
 vear programme become trainéd
vrimare school teachers and
{tiose completing the . two-vear
-course “becomeé lower secondarv
‘school teachers. The Institute
"¢l Education alse conducts 'B-—
F Jevel’ primarv’ teachers training
for teachers who have nnt ¢om

- vleted hieh gschool education.
| The: Institute also offers second
L arv school course and orimary
“teachers  training course  for
the teachers of remote mounta
"in districts. * |
A radio teachers training: pro
sramme is run by the Ministry

- of. Education and Culture _for
underqualified jand  antrained
“primarey  school teachers. Self

materials and radios
the enrolled.

learning
. are supplied to

i teachers. Contact sessions are
‘arranged in the campuses - of
- the Institutes of Education
El;gre' fina] examinations are
eld. ¢ '

There are 9 training institu-

+ tes in Pakistan which cffer one
vear training. course for pri-

. marv - school teachers. Recently
i these 'institutes  have beenl re-
- greanised and renovated to
make them uptodate’ in regpect

"of curriculum, . teaching  staff,
. equipment etc.. so that they
miacht make the training more

* effectivelvy., An allernative cur-
; riculum has been désigned for
i the trainine of wvrimarv school
| teachers. A good Jeal of inapuro
" priate materials from the AXist
! ing curriculum has been elimin
ated and replaced by what 15

" more selected’ to . ‘nrofessional
needs to student teachers, There
ijs also. vrovision for bringing
*the old students to the  tea-
chers training institvtes alter

" the lanse ot & vceriain iuterval

so that. thev mgv discuss oro
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‘In this concluding

instalment of s paper’

read at a recently held international seminar

the authors swimarise the problems

have worked against the

of South Asia.

their own teacher trainers. |

In' Sri Lanka. at present there.
trainine coleoes whiere.

-are 10
courses for primarv schceol tea-
chers are conducted. The annu-
al total graduates of these ins
titutions is avproximately . 1000,
The 'course nrovided at a tea
chears’ collecee is of two-vear
duration, The curriculum com-
prises of a omfessicnal course
consistine cof orinciples of .edy
cation and educational psvcho-

- logv and a genera! education’

consisting  of mother tengue,
relimion and health ohvsical edu
cation Enelish aesthetic educa-
tion apgricultire second langu—
agfe home stience mathematics,
sclence and social science

A prosramme of ip-service
training for primarv school ies
whers .was implementea: wher
the integrated curriculum was
introduced. This wvrosramme in
volved the training of nearly
10,000 teachers per vear as

well as  orieniation- of school
Directors.  Curcuit REducation
Officers ‘and the statf of the

reginq@l education
SYNTHESIS OF PROBLEMS

South Asiut countries appear
to face comglex and inter-related

problems in attaining universal ’

primary education. The problems
listed below may be considered
&s vital and more or less com
mon 1o most South Asian coumr-
iries. While narrating the prob-
lems, strategies used in the coun
iries to resolve them will 3also

‘he highlighted.

SHORTAGE OF FUND : &hort-
age of adequate finance appears
10 be rost crucial problem in
almost all countries in implement
Ing UPE. This is due to meagre
allocation of furtd for the educs-
tion sector in comparison 1w
other development sectors, Qver-
all position of national resour-
ces may also bhe accounted for
this. In order to scive the prob-
lem greaier budgetary allbcation
of fund, often through the pro-
curement of aids and loans
from the International Agencies,
is beingz made in a few couniries
Percentage of GNP, when liber-
ally spent for education, ensures
attainment of UPE even in the
developing countries. The name
of Sri Lanka could be cited as
the best example in this regard.

POOR SUPERVISION :  The

blems of common interest with, need for efficient plenning. b

iniversa! primary education in the

departments, -

{hat
realisation of the goa! of
countries

plementation, supervision, moni
toring and evalualion of UPE
programme {orm a major prob-
lem in most countiies. Lack of
expertise and commitment in the
. UPE personnel inciuding the tea
chers. in addition to usual fund
constraint may be accounted for
this. With:a view to overcoming
this problem, greater attention
is being given to train and r&
train .UPE personnel in &
decentralized  manner. ' Eforts
are also being made to increase
- provision, both for - ¢xiensive
pre-service afd - in.service train
ing of the primary . teachers.
Emphasis is given to formulate
right types of strategies through
applied research for the imples
mentation of UPE. .

-CURRICULUM : The primary
curriculum, sometinies develop-
ed Iin an unsystematic way, is
not quite relevani’ to the needs
of the children and local com-
munity in a few countries. The
text books are not also attractive

to .the children in some cases. -

Such inadequate curricular ma-
terials are bound to stand on

- the way of implementing UPE

With a view to minimizing the

~problem nationa! curiculum be-

velopment centres and text book
boards are established - in the
countries to reviaw " and ravise
the curriculum it a continuous
manner based on minimiim learn
ing needs of the childien.

ENROLMENT : The problem
of low enrclment and excessive
drop-outs in the schools often
associated with oveérall 'socio.
ecopomic status of a country,
1s a 'major cause of concern to
most of the countries. This is
especially’ true in the case of
eirls and socio-economically dis.
advantaged groups. Mass illite-

racy stands on the way of mo-

‘tivating the . rural ple to send
their childrens to schdols. Poor
parents fail to bear educational
expenses of their children, which
is  increasing day by day. Poor
facilities available in the schools
and lack of qualified teachers
may also be accounted far this
problem,” Meastres being taken
by the couniries to solve the
problems of low enrr ment and
high dropouts inclueithe fol.
lowing: ' - .
Expansion of educational fa-
cilities in remote and disadvan-
taged arcas: Establishment
non-formal feeder schools; Deve.

“levant skill development at the

-
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tter: Prevision is ‘made for
une sorts of need-based and
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per grades of the prima

-hool curriculum; Sincere e%
'rls are made to continue .ex-
rrimenting for solving - the
‘oblems of UPE within the
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curricula
and recruitment of nrore gquali-
fied teachers, especially women:
Provision 'of stipends, free text.
books, school uniform and mid-
day meals in some cases; Special
- enrolment campaigns including

lopment of relevant

the usz of mass media;. Li-
teracy drive for the adults; -
Greater invalvement of the local .
people in plapning and manag-
ing .UPE programme, Provision
of multiple entry in the prima

schools along with condensed -
non-formal educational icourse
for out-of.school children; Flexi
bility’ in fixing school hours::
making primary education both
universal and compulsory ete. |

In: the backdrop of acute ﬁ-l
nancial constraints, poor physi-!
cal facilities are perhaps the
major problem faced by most
countries of the region. Large
number of primary schools in.
these countries have extremely
poor structures with little or no-
furniture and basic teaching aids
Facilities for pure ‘drinking
water and toilets hardly exist in
many ‘of the schools.

The following are some of the
measures taken by the concern.
ed countries in order to mini-
mise the problem : Use of reli.
gious places (mosques, temples,
chutrches etc.) and }::ummunity
centres as pri schools: grea-
ter allocation n;%whnd e
lruction of low cost schoo) build .
g, provision of furniture, tea-
ching aids; and toilet facilities.
sinking of tubewells in the
school premises ete.: motivating
the local community to contri.
bute more for praviding basic -
facilities in the schools,

CONCLUSION : In the light of
what has been narrated so far
regarding the present status of
UPE in some of the Sofith Asian
Countries, it may be concluded
by saying that universal primary
education is and will remain for
quite some time a difficult pro-
position for the countries of tkis
region suffering from excessive
«population growth vis-a.vis acute
resource  constraints, -unless:
The share of GDP for education
is increased (it is around 2 per
cent in many cases) Lo say at
least 5 per cent with allocation
of 30 per cent or more of that
earmarked for pfimary -educa-
tion; Extensive non-formal pri.
jnary -educatjion programumes are
developed or activatad for cover-
ing children of groups, handi-
capped from social, economical
cultural, . religious. and political
points of view. Linkages will
have to be established between:
this non-formal primary educa.
tion with the formal primary
education through provision of
multipie enirv points irnto 2
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framework of national situation
and resources in place of bor.
roewing models of affluent
trics in this regard: And
national commitment
Irue sense of the term) -is made
to view UPE and mass education
not 1n isolation but from overall *
national economic planning.
(Shnrtene;l} .
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