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' 'THE' ‘Yuajority of the primary
schcols in Bangladesh  are
1 poorly constructed and badly
maintained, A studvy on primary
! education (1978) revealed  that
‘i 44.01 ver cent school buildings
are Kachcha 2894 per cent are
semi-pucca and 26.97 per cent
are pucca. T same study
found that mogre than %0 pcr
‘.ccnt of the schools did not
have adequate floor space for
the children. The preblem s,
however, solved by holding the
school in two sessions—morning
| session for classes | and 2 and
afternoon ' session for classes
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In this part of the paper the authors dis-
‘cuss the state of primary education in the coun-
tries of South Asis with reference school struc-
tuves, classroom facilities, distribution of read-

ing materials
nies, -

T

task - of providine building. that.

meet suitable standard is  my
mense but the government
support in this respect in' mint
mal and thite community carg.

not provide all the resources,-:

T

*~During ‘the first phase of Uni "~ Primary ~ school Huildings™ * 1

versal Primary Education pro-
eramme  (1980.85) the following
phvsical facilities were pravided
10 primary schools:
1) Construction
2280: 2y Repairs to schuol  buil
ding—8026; 3) Cunstruction of
latrine—3415: 4) Construction of
DFPEQOS office—5: 5) Sinking of
Tubewell—5542: 6 Supply of
| fumiture—126968; 7) Supply of
steel Almirah—6496. .
A Jarge number of primary
schanls in India; are housed in
| BOsatisfactory . structure, such
]S ODpeEn space, tents thatchod
huts and kachcha buildings. At
the time of the ‘Fourth Al
India Educationa]l Survey (19%%)
49.10  per cent of primary
schools in the countrvy were
housed in unsatisfactory =iruc.

ol bwlding

Sure. The condition was more 1°9¢al community.

rural areas. Over
42 ver cent of the primary
schools  in rural areas bejng
Tull In open spaces tents that
¢hed huts and kachcha buildings.
In urban areas 14.38 per cent
| were housed in unsatisiaciory
structures including 2.61  pey
cenl in open spaces.

‘ There had been, an acute

precarious in

shortage of classroom in ori
mary schools, 34413 per cem
schools had no furniture and

| onlv 40.50 per cent schools had
| definkine water facilities in 197w
At that time latrines and urin
*als were available in only 14.51
oer cent schools. ‘
¢ Nepal inadequate vhysical
i Facilitics _ majos
~ nroblem in the primarv schools
The lacal people have construct
buildings

in with local - building habits
and need not be expensive strus
ture. Thev ean easily be made
with local materials and  stitt
be neat and clean and kept v, n
Rood condition. The classrooms
are often decorated and flower
fardens are raised in the schod]
premises. To accomplish - this,
teachers pupils and local sooy
munity work tocether.
¢Inment prepares building 'plan
arranges different tvpes of buil
dinf materials and makes them
avmﬁable with simple guidances
on l1ow to carrv. on the job.
School fumniture gnd teaching
matenals are also provided by

Sri Lanka: In Sri Lanka gon
structiou of scaool buildings is
financed m allocations pro-
Wﬁie_ti In the estimates of - the
Ministrv of Education and. from

ds provided "in'tl'le.deCen[m
ized budget. Funds in ‘the:decen
fralis:d budgst ape wsed Oofl " an
clectorate basis according ta pri
orities determined by the mem
bers of Parliament and redional
Directors of Education. Builg.
lngs -for junior and senjor secon
darv schoals are also used 10
conduct classes in both primary
and secondary gmrades. In addi.
tion to° infrastructural facilities
provided by the Mini
Education and the decentralised
budget school development so-
cletles, - parent teacher associa-
tions and old boys/girls’ associ
ations have constructed class.
rooms blccks assemblv halls lib:
ary buildings and other similar
structures to benefit the schools
with which thev are associated
TEXT BCOKS TEACHING AIDS
In order to encourage enrok-
ment. the Government .policy in
Bangladesh is to provide free

text-books to all enrolled Pl

and teaehers training program-

-;ﬁanr schoo! chﬂdren from clas

s¢s I to V during the yvear 1985
86. The oOperation. started from
the vear 1980-81 and at that time
free text-books were  supplied

ﬂ} “the children of class 1 only.
!

ext-.vear, . that .is..in 198182
all children of classes I and II
were provided with free text
books and thus the - orogram-
Ine is extended to class V. Tea
ching aids. such as chalk, black

ards - charts maps. ctc. were
also supplied .to" the  schools
durine the ‘fifst phase of UPE
programme and it will "be con
tinued - up®to’ 1990 “the énd of
second phase of ‘the- programme
Readiniess learnnig. materials for
pre<lass 1 children and” teacher
edition of -text-books: will alsg
be supplied free of cost. '

In order to prevent .dropouts
and increase enrolment at the
primarv stage in India the: sche
Ine: 1o suoply free text-books to
students from socially' and eco-
nomically .disadvantaged section
of society was undertaken. In
1973 out of the 530,867 primary
schools, 2701 per cent nrovided
free text-books. Over - &1 per
cnt of the primarv schools in

areas and 2503 ‘per cent
in urban areas were covered
bv the scheme, Between 1973
/8 there was a sigmificant in-
€rease in the number of pn-
marv Schools” covered by -  the
scheme.’ The bpercentage of pri-
mary schools supplying free text
books in 1978 was 37.8 -

In Nepal primary school text

ks are supplied to the stu.
dents of charge and the ex
DENnses are borne hv the govern
ment. UNICKF assistanca is
also available for the free text
book distribution scheme.

Some educational’ materials
are distributed to the schools
hv the eovernment through the
Regional  Directorates. It in.
cludes science and sports materi
als; The vrimarv. schools receive
onlv a small portion of the
total  maferials. Some educa.
tlona? materials are made avail-
able to the primary  schools
through ihe integrated Rural
Development  project.
such proiects !
in varlqus parts of the country.

- of free i1extbooks to all pupils
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In Pakistan textbooks _are
produceqa by the provincial Text
bouks Hoards. In each province
there is a Textbook Buardl
which develop books up o grade’
XII. Students are required to
purchase their own texthooks
prepared by the Board, ‘ |

In S5ri Lanka a system is now
In operation for the provision

whe are in primary and lumor
secondary grades in both gov-
ernment ahd private  schools.
The supply of free textbooks
has contributed to increaseq re .
tention Of pupils within the svs
tem, The fact that the books |
pre supplhed to.  the children
withcut considering the financi ¢
ak capacity of parents prevented .
n social stratification of pupils |
within the school.

TRAINING OF TEACHERS

There are 5t government and
one private Primarvy  Training
Institutes (PTIsy in Bangladesh.
Thev offer one vear Certiticate
in-Education course to serving
untrained teachers as well as
to outsiders who wants {o be
come teachers. The present cur |
ricula include psychology, prin !
cipies of education and general
subidects that are ‘taught in
tnhe primarvy schools., The intake |
capacitv of all the PTIs: is §
around 10000 Fifty: per cent of ]
teacher pupils are serving {ea-
chers and the rest are
siders.. Of the outsiders %0
cent are female.

A massive programme for in-
scrvice training of prmary
school teachers has recently
been wundertaken. According to
which the Assistant Upazila
Education Officer (AUEOs) wili
20 to the schools of his cluster and
organize regular in-service train-
fng there The teachers will be
supplied with training leaflets
which -are being developed on
ifferent topics relevant to tea..
chers’ need and interest such ag
‘How to use black board effective
Iv 'How to use the school garden
for teaching purpose” etc. The
matcriais are carefullv written
desiened and pre-testad.

There are about 1000 element.
arv teacher trainine institutes
TTIs) in India. The annual
output from these institutes
is adequate to meet the demand
for primarv school teachers in .
most of the States. The train.'
in® course of these institutes |
Is eenerallv of two.vear durz.
fior except in a few Siates
where the duration is ane vear
The minimum aualification re-
auired tor entrv in a TTI g
matricuiation. '
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