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"IHE provisian of basic educa
tion for the children, who
had no access to primary educa
tiona! opportunities, has been
a maior concern of most of the
developing countries of the world.
This is also true for the South
Asian countries, most of which
suffer from the scourge of ex-
cessive . population growth and
acute resource constraint,
This concern for providing
broader educaiional opportuni-
-1ies -to all children of school-
| 4Z¢ grour mav be noticed in
the attcmpts of these countries
to recomnize their edutational
svstem and to seek new waysy

of universdl vrimary education

as earlv as possible. E:gDressiun
of their commitment is also
enshrined in the constitufion

~t and rational » development plans
of manv of these countries, where
higher priority is given for pro-
J vidine . relevant universa] educa-
1 tlon' to ajl concerned irrespec-

g tive of their ‘class, creed and
1 economlc status. .
- he ' present Laper aims to

* compile and synthesize country

experiences from available docu
' Woents of early efghiies, repard.
. Ang universalization of primary
education, of some South Asian
countries, which are now orga-
nizing themselves for oreater
collaboration in a) development
sectors under the aegis of South
Asian Regiona] Céoperations.

All countries of the region ad-
opbted national policy for finjversa
lization of primary
‘Though a slight
observed '

r A e 'lllﬂ.l-_-,l

The present government poli

of Ba:;zladesh is to universalig
britmarv educatior; bv 1990 and
with this end Intview, a Mmassiye
UBE Progsramme has aiready

heen implemented during 198].
8. The second phase of
"UPE Prcgramine has also been
taken up from Ist July 1983,
which * will be | completed in
June 1990 at a cost of Tk. $340.00
million (US 8178 million), The
main obiectives .of the project
Are:

(a) To increase primary scheol
enrolment from  present 607%
to' about 70%  of the &1o year
age-eroup, :

(by To ensure a great maijority
of thcse who enrol in 1985 com-
plete the 5 vear primary cvcle:
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() To Improve _internal eM:
of primary zchool system
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The authors in 2 paper  presented ai i
recent international seminar on Regional Co-
Cperation in Education, Science and Culture
held in Dhaka, discuss  the. experience of a
number of South Asian countries in the uni-
versalization of primary education. o

will grant leave and
Inarv action against

ment, They

supervision znd -
take discint

‘ quality of jn-
struction. '

India ad{:;nted the -na'timi.arl. the teachers. The Primary Edu.
policy tu ‘universalize Primay. ‘cation Committes with the Upa-
education from class I tg VIIT zila - Education Officer as its

Member-Seceetary wil) assist the
Parishad in running the admini.
stration.

At _the district-level there is
the District Primarv Education
Officer who will act as the- re-
preseniative of  the
of Education. At the centre the
Directarate of Primary  Eduea.
tion executes the policy prepai-
e by the Ministry of Education,
At the highest level -the Mini-
strv of Education formulates
volicy matters regarding  pri-
mary education including deve.
lcpment Issues such as training
of tcachers, preparation of cyr
riculum, textbooks ete,

The structure of primary odin
cation in Indig, 2 federation of
22 States and nine ‘union ter.
ritories varies from one State
to another., The primary stage
consisis of five years of school-

In most parts of :the
country and to achieve this goal
the government carmarked 359
per cent of (otal outlay of Rs,
25.240 million allcited for edtica-
tion in the ‘Sixth. Five Year Plan -
of the country. -

Up to 1980 the du

. mary education in Nepi] wae
from class one to three and
since then it has been extended

tfrom class three to five. The
Government of Nepal is desirous
of introducing universal  pyi-
marv education’ by 1995, .

he government of Pakistan
Intends to iatroduce universal
vrimary education duning the
Sixth Five Year Plan extending

‘from 1983-88. All the boys of the
relevant age. group "will be ad-
mitted into class [ in the middle
vears of the plan and all the
girls bv the terminal vears (87.
88). A minimim of five vears of
schooline will be made compul-
sorv to begin with and the dura
tion will eradually be increased
to ten vears,
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ration of pri-

d  both at the
central and State levels. Both
the central and - Seatelunion
ternt?n' Govt. have their DwWn
machinary for adminisiration,
The Department of Education at
the central level in the Ministry
of Education and Culiure res.
ponsible for all matters conneqe
ed with' education including
overall planning and guidance,

is in a better posi-
tion in  introducing universal
primaryv education, The woriein
of compulsory education started
there in 1907 and in the mean-
time the countrv accepted com-
pulsory education for ali boys
and girls between ‘the ares of
5 and 14 vears. The duration of
primarv education is six years®
for the children of 5 1o 1] veyrs
age-group and the percentage of
ernrolment  is expected it be
914 by 1990.

Primarv School Svstem:  Pri.
marv education in  Bangladesi;
comprises five vears of school-
ing “from class I to V for the
children of 610 Years of age,
Administration has recently heoen
decentralised, according to whicn
the Upazila Parishad {lccal self
vovernment .of the subuistrict
is to look after Jprimary’
education at the lowest fevel
The vparishad wi recruit teach-
ers in. accordance with the re-
crultment ryles prepared by the
Government and make z2ppoint-

ment of Educatign, headed by a
Secretary to the State govern-
ment is responsible for formula-
tion and implementation Guf  all
educational volicy. Each State
has a Directorate of Public In-
structicn hedaded bv g3 Directbp
cailed the Director of Edueas
tion|Public Instruction. In some
of the Staies there is separate
Pirectorate .for looking  afier
primary educaticn., At the dis.
trict level. the responsibility for
educational administration be-
lones to the District Educatiop

flicer(District Inspecior of
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’rimary Educat;

Ministry .ad

e comprising classes [ _to - V1=Provincial Divisional

- sil levels, 'I:here is

At the State level, the Depart.
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tevel officers.
In Nepa! the Ministry of Eau.
cation and Culture is the centiral

© rexecutive body in respect of edua

Fatian. The countrv is divided
o five  development region
and in each r ¢egion.

there is a Regional Education
Directorate. At the District leve]
there is the District ¥Education

ce. This office iy responsible
for implementing the
programme; supervising
schools & distribution of texe
books, approving
of new schools and
educational quality and standard.
There is no s€parate administra
tion for primary education.

In Pakistan primary ¢ducation

comoprises classes |

the centre' is carried
out by the Ministrv of Educa.

tion and the

on |

educational °

establishment .
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the '

maintaining |
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executive authority

1s vested with the Secretary of ;
Education. The Central Govern .

educational
collaboration
-Education

ment imnplements
policies in 'close
with the provincial
Départment. S .
Educatior is a provincial sud-
iect in Pakistan and the Depart-
ment of Education in the pro-
vince controls, supervise ~ and
implements the policies of Cer-
tral Government with the help
of Directors of Fducation at the

well as
District and Teh-
also no sepa.
for primary

Lanka :
of the Education Ministry
is the Minister for Education.
The Secretarvy of Education is
responsibile for the eflective
implementation of ‘educational
policvy and the authority to so-
pervise all activities and func-
tions of ‘the Ministry as wecll as
the department and agencies
under its control. The functions
include the pravisien aof build.
ings.  furniture, equipment,
schoal books and mid-daymeal
for the school children,

The remional: department ¢
the district leve] responsible for
the actual implementation of
educational Drogramme,
ged b i
Each
several circuits and
consists of 30 1o 4g
cach circuit there is
and E

tach circuit

schools. In
circuit
whose

the executive -
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