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The relatmnship between edu—
¢ cation. and socio-e~ohomic -de-~
" velopment is now an _acknow-
¢ Jedged fact: the rate of lite-

racy -is positively related to
overall developmenti process of -
a country, It is, therefore, not

surprising that one of the stum-
bling blocks to any sustamned
} economic growth in Bangla«
. desh is the low rate of literacy

":iwhich was 23.8 per cent ror.

1pnpulat1nn 5 years and above .-

to the Population
in 194i.

according
.Census ca*'ried out .

To Imprnve the. sltuaunn Bang- :

ladesh Government have now
I been ‘making datennmed €7

i forts to ingrease the .rate of ..
. literacy through greater partle
v cipation of chﬂdren (3-30" yoary

primary educ..tiun

f )
ﬂ a{gi'eﬁﬁé tﬁ @ﬂl’ﬂﬁhélﬁ su»ﬂ'ﬂﬁ'ﬁ E

cesstul ¢ompletion of - prlmarr
cycle nf_ éducation, Grades i~

V, o
" :

However, some major pro-

" blems tend to. slow down ihe

expansion of primary education -

Ein Bangladesh. The problems

identified in an evaluation .

- Wasta

D lnw enrolment:;
and repe-

rEport are :
" (i) high drop-out .
tition rates;

(iv) unequal opportunity . for

the poor "and the female stu--.

dents: and- (v) Govemment’

,- inability to finanice a léng term-

free primary education -pro-
gramme (Hakansson 1086.4),

. Among the five prublemﬂ 1is-’ .
ted above, the educational was-

tages: le, drop-out and I‘EpEﬂ
neriuuﬂ one whmh thwarts an:r

Mahmnod Anﬂnul lslm

attempt to realise. the gual uI .

unwersal
“If makes " the system

-primary . education.
‘ﬁelther

cost effective nor efficient,.

Studies on e-ducatmnal;was-

'.'iprimary %ﬁlchh
canty and  ina e, give
unrellable ) and widely diifer-
ent rates of drop-out: T0 per

cent -quoted in Country Studies.

series on Mangladesh published -
by UNESCO - Regionaj . Office,
‘Bangkok (1984'31); 75 per cent
quoted in a joint study under-’
taken by the Ministry of Edu~

_‘-"""_-_‘ -

ge at primary

(iii) inndeyuate
. curriculum and. weak teaching: -

tion, appears to be- the . fnost .
s o " Foundation

Educational Planning -and De- -
-velopment (FREPD) .
In a summative evaluation of -

cation and UNESCO-UNDP Pri-_
mary Education Project BGD/

52/048 (1886:18); 27 per ccut o -

Grade I only as quoted in Mid-
Term - Evaluation Report of

-JDA assisted "UPE Project (1982:

17); 43 per cent in Grade ] only
8¢ found in a study carried out
by the Institute of Education-.

- al Research (JER) Dhaka Uni- -

versity - in ' 1974-75 (1880:62);

~and 5 per cent found in a study
:# on the situation of childrm in

Bangladesh carried cut by the
For Research on

¢1981:5).
the UPE’ (IDA) project carried .

‘out: in 1886, ‘Hakansson f{oun:
. 'lhe drup-out rates for Grade 1~

. “only at 13 per _cent 12 pér ‘t:t?ul:"r
- for .1882:83 and ‘ 1884

Rively- (1988:36), This shows a

respecs

lack of umfnrmity in data col-

~lection, :problems of detinition,
*;meanurement and sources, ‘and
-unreliability .of .data’’ ahalysis;

The study by FREPD further.
shows.gender and regiona dif-.
ferences in the rafe of drop.
out. The distribution -'s skaweri

towards female and urban areas ‘g

o /

 wfie 1.0.0EC 1986 ...

level-

ahuwmg a pnﬁltwe relatinnshxp
between grade status aud the
rate: of drﬂp-nut iFREPD |
1981:83), o
The maln causes of drop-uut
as stated in the FREFD report-
are: (a} economic (b) lack of"
Interest -of the student, (¢}
‘want of time and () difficul-
ties in sending children to
_school (FREPD, 1981:80). .
addition the following causes -
were particularly: found ves-
ponsible for drop-out oy fem-.
ale students: no separate ar-
rangement for boys and girls
failure in school examination
and high cost of reading "and

writing ‘materials - {(PREPD, |

| 1981:00) -

- | - i 1




