Staffing of anary Schools

i ;gz The Govemment has ]ust announced plans for the | | '- :
. g ,,stabhshment of  over seven thousand< new primary SRR
schools in the.next three "years: This is- undoubtedly " |
welcome news, for Bangladesh is a country with one of the ’
highest rates of illiteracy in the world and it cannot hope . g

5

to combat illiteracy w1thﬂut a country-mdﬁ ‘network’ of |
chools designed to 1mpart mstructmn in the alphabet. But
e have’ learnt. with some ¢ ncern about this poss:ble "
ogress’ of literacy programmes ‘that it -has" also been -
cided to staff primary schools with wamen only, Having
"t ard- to conditions In our society, this policy—if the -
report is correct——as 11kely to prove counterpmducuve '
For one thing’ we do.not have . sufficient numbers of
trained females whn could be appomtad to dny.schools by .
_order. Mamed women could scarcely be persuaded to
' _ leave their homes behind and accept jobs in remote areas.
‘ . For wnmarried women the prab[cm would be almost - -
. instirmountable. Who would care to'send an tinmarried ’
. daughter .or sister-into a- village mile§"away from her
; home, unaccompamad by'a male relation. '? And suppos- - .
_ing that a male relation could be found to’ accompany her
it would be necessary to find a job for him too, and he may
'not be necessarily qualified to teach, ‘Where quahﬁed
women are avallabla locally, they may quite rightly be - .
-preferred over men in jobs calling for the handlmg of very
“young children. ‘But to insist, regardless-of facts, on the ;
“appointment. of women excluswcly to primary schools !
E - would be totally unrealistic and will threaten the program-.
-me, which such”a policy is designed to sustain.. .- -}
Those who are responsible for. formulatmg this pohcy |
(again -we  speak on the assumption-that the report we ;
| have received is: correct) may have intended to promote .
| the causé of feminism 'and: open fresh upportumnes of .
. employment to women. ~ - 3 ]
This. in itself may be a laudable aim, “but if- its,
1executma bids -fair, to slow.‘down the campaign. against
'illiteracy, -as it is bound to, in our judgemcnt it needs to.
t:be revised 'immediately. The ;removal of illiteracy- is

:cause which must outweigh in importance ; the- aim of

-creating emplﬂyment oppnrtumtles for’ women. Unreahs-
tlc ldeallsm cannnt dn us any guod LA SR
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