'11

059 .

’rimary education) |
/" The role of education in develdpmeant,
has long been recognised. All- studies so. far
‘undertaken . establish- education increases the
productivity of workers The average seeml
rate of relurn -on ~ primary edueatlon is
however  much higher than on:: seeondary |
and higher education. Educauon is “again’
a basic need. . ‘The Universal Declaration
ef Human Rights -adopted by -the United -
Nations ~ about- four decades - ago -~ says
“Everyone has - -the. Tight " to educatlen.
_Educatmn shall- be free “at - least in the ..
elementary and fundamental ‘stages.”. . -& -

.~ The. .gevernments of - ~most of -the . |
Inations have since acknowledged their
responsibility to provide basic . education
to-their citizens as’soon as passible, -The -
expenditure” on_education. is also increasing -
steadily and Bangladesh is rio "exception.
Indeed the total budgetary. -allocation- for
education in the. country for: 1988-89. is.
rthe highest so far—Taka 1161 crores. But

resources for- education are net limited . to
public-- ~ revenue. ~Private - organisations .
embelish. it, The. encumstance also warran-
ted that local -initiative and- self-help should -

be encouraged for expansion - and improve- .| L .
ment of ‘education which conlmue to: suffer ) | P
fon-account: of- constraints . of funds. We i hE.
_should also- not feel complaceat over enly - s

lincrease “in - allocation for the sector :in-

‘absolute terms-but try “to- incréase percens - |
tagéwise allocation~ both. in' :relation to .. .
total “expénditure. and also GNP.. We are | | -

still. much ‘below. the des:red level by those 1 o

«standards T : | ‘ ' | :a

-‘While mauguratmg the "Prathomlk
Shikkhak Bhaban’_" at - Mirpur last - week.
President - - Hussain. - Muhammad Ershad .
-emphasased the basic objectives:; of - educa-' .
tion policy and fundamental issues related
thereto. . “We want to build. an educated
nation” he said and sought cooperatmn of .
the  teachers to ‘double the - literacy rate.
within two to three years. The government
attaches” priority ‘to primary ‘education. .
1The literacy .rate depends . on - the  effectic
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veness of primary “education” and not..on - e
the. number of doctors and .engineers, - | £
. The .appraisal of ‘the role :. of the: | Tk
teachers is-.also. , rightly reﬂec'ed in- the SRR &)
observations - of ;the  President... He called. - } oy 3 A
the teachers the >conscious ‘section’ ofathe--=e Do gk
seelet “dediGated 1o thecagse of ed’ucatmg = D ¥ E
;theirfuture generations despite constramts “‘ .
and . urged. for - united efforts. -to remove‘-"",,- :"
!the curse of “illiteracy from the soclely and-i-‘*-"'- Y2
build- a happy- _country. - o | o e
F The assurance ‘of - centmued gevemmena T L

'eﬂ'orts to lmpreve the “infiastructural del-:
{lities for raising : the - level of . literacy was. . -
also . there "and -that-is encouraging. -At the - |
initial stages of ‘the  expansion ‘programmes :
expenditure - for: construction of -physical - - -
facilities constitute the. pnnc:pal outlay of ! o ¢
edueallon budget. - | I
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