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RIMARY Educatmn in Bdng-
ladesh consisting of grade 110 §
lor the age group population of 6 to 10
veirs is a - natiopalizéd svstem of
educution. There arv- over- 37.000)

. couniry with a total of over 160,0(X}
teachers who are government eme-
plovees and paid trom public exche-
®quer as all-other public servants. The
nationalized prinuay  schools enroi

sents 1% of th toal primary bi.hﬂﬂl
age population, R
B.mgi.:deah inhented u wstem of
control of prunary vducation by the
local government and the teachers of
primary schools being cmployees of
the local gawvernment. The history of
the process of nationahization started
dong ago and culminated in the year

ment primary cducation system wus
nationalized by the government and
lht.. primiry 1eachers were declared
government senvamts,. This paper will
~outline the historical perspective of
" nationalization ‘of primary education
in Bangladesh.. ..
- Successive Acts.
On the eve of the partition of
1 Bntsh Indiain 1947, the management
{ and control of primary education in
rural arcas of Banatudesis was vested
in the District School Bourd, created
under the provision of the Bengal
(Rural) Primary Education Act. 1930,
and the Bengal (Rural)
Educution {Amendment Act). 1943,
In the urban arcas.the municipuditics
i were responsible for. the adminisira-
tion of primary.educution. Eust. Ben-
-pal which became a provincee of Pakis-
tan inhcrited this system of munage-
ment and control of primary educn-
tion by local bodies. A change in the
system was cffected for the first time
by the Bengal { Rural) Primary Educa-
tion (East Beneal Amendment) Act,
1951, which provided for the taking

{ cducation by the provincial govern.

from the hands of the District School
Boards and Local Bourds (in case of
Syvthet which was amalgimated with
East Bengal at the time of partition of
British India). This system of manage-
ment and control of primary educ-
tion in rural arcas partly. by District
i} Schodl Board and partly by Provincial
I Government was in vogue till 1957, In
1the year 1957, the East Pakistan
{Rural} . Primary - Education (Sup-
| plementary Provisions) Act, 1957-and
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nationalized primary schools in the

about 108 million pupils which repre-

1974 when by un Act of the ]J:ll‘il"l-'

-opined

Primary-

over of the administration of primary

ment in phases in a period of ten years-

in _the ‘year 1985, the Sythet Rural
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anar} Education lSupplenu.umry
Provisions) Act, 1958 were enacted 10

' provide for direct administration of

primary cducation in the rural areas
of Bangladcsh by Provincial Govern-
ment. These Aets-abolished the Disd
trict School Boards and Local Boards
and vested the power of the District
School Boards and Local Boards in
the District Magistrates and Deputy

Commissioner of Sylhet respoctively. .

This system coptinued tll 1974 in
which yeur the Government of Bang-
ladesh by an Act (Act No. No Viliof |
1974) took overall primary schools -
under public manugement - in. both
rural and urban arcas to administer
the affairs of huse schools.in such
oAt Jeem it

Manner as The
teachers of p... schools  were
made guvernmen. .

Sargent Repo.

The Report by the Cenp
orv: Board of Education 7p. - iy
kitown ‘as Sargent Repori ol 4
that o mistake was matde wi.
the administration of cducation parti-

- cularly in the lower stages was handed
over to focal bodics. In theorv. it was

good to enlist local interest in educa-
tiont and there was much to be suid for
delegating a certian amount of control
o IDCJI b{ldh.h provided that they

were competent to oxercise it In-

practice, however, irremediable harm
was done by hunding over responsibil-
ity for the education of rising genera-
tion 10 bodies whose members were in

the main pncducated or upinteresied.

in education or both. The situation
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- became still worse whien [ocal bodies

Jdid not possess the funds whuh they

wouhl required to discharge thr.,lr-

dutics properiv even if they were
mlhnb and uble’ to .do so. It was
signiticant that several of the popuhr
governntents which uttempted to in-
troduce cducational reflorms on a
large -sculc found. cfforts to a large
extent wvitiated by rthe apathy and
incompetence of local bodies.
. The Report of the Euast Bengal
Educational Swvstem- Reconstration
Committee 1952, This committec
opined that the clécted members of
the District Schoot Board because of
their party intcrest could not be im-

.partial in respect of the administration
“of primary education. particularly.in
“respect of appointment and transfer

of teachers and allocation of funds to
individua! “schools. ‘Besides. betcause
of their part time nature of work rhe
cluctcd mLﬂ‘IhLl‘h could not_give full
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attentmn to the adm:mstratmn of
.pnmarw educatmn

The Report of lhe Educational
Reforms Commission, East Pakistan,
1957. The -Commission strongly feht

+ that the entire control of primary

education should vest-fully into the
Government. It was argued that the
old system of gﬂw:rnment was re-
placed by one which was directly
rcspunmhle to people. The demand,
therefore, of the autonomy in this
sphere of activity is meaningless. The
' administration . on the principle of
divided responsibility that had been
Emdmg the activity of primary cduca-
tion in the country must therefore go.
In the name of autonomy most serious

/s H'I'E“I.ILII'IHCH had been COmmon in

most of the School Boards. For a
naiton in its infanty and with very
limited funds ut their disposal, these

" éxperiments were -ruinous. The con-

tral. therefore, of the primary educa-
~“on should revert to the government
w_efitirelv. the commission recom-
!HLHde s

‘The Commission on’ National
Education 1960 noted -that on the

devolution of power in 1921, educa-

tionn, was entrumed to the controf of
local Bodies. So long as the District
boards had ufhcmf Chairmun. admi-

nistration was reasonably good. On

their replucement by efected chair-
nian. there was a “setback in the
administrative machinery. The deli-
berations of the Local Boards were
more often influenced by personal
and party.considerations than by the,
merits. of the cuse being discuss®d.

The Commission further Stated that
owing 1o continucd “maladministra-
tion. the government of the various
‘provinces - in Pakistan  successively
took over contral from local bodies,
except in the former Punjab. Howev-
er. the teachers of the schools in that
rezion had beca priitioning governs-
pwent vear after year 1o take control m
its own hands. |

Banafudesh proclaimed mdcpend-
cnce on the 26th day of March 1971
and through o historic war of national
independence established the inde-
penderit. sovereign People™s Repubiic
of Bangladesh. Tt adopted democracy
and sociglism together with the princi-
ples derived from them to constitute

‘the (undamental principles, of state

‘policy. The state policy on education
are as follows:

. The state shall adops effective mea-
sures for the purpose of

2. Establishing a uniform., muss-
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oriented and universal system uf
education and extending free and
compulsory education to all children
to such stage as may be determined b\’
law;

b. Relaung education. to the needs
of society and producing properly
trained -and motivated citizens (o
serve those needs: .

¢. Removing illiteracy within such
ume as mayv be determined by law,

Conclusions

. On_the basis of the facts preseated
in the preceding paragraphs the foi-
fowing conciusions on the historical
perspective of the nationalization of
primary education in Bangladesh can
be drawn. | )

Firstly, the local bodies in.charge of:
the management and control of prim-
ary education received very adverse
criticisms as being inefiicient, corrupt
and financially incapable, and the
Government was vreed by successive
committees and commissions 1o lake'!
over the control of primary education.
in its own hands tn the interest of
efficient manugement and control.

Secondly. the adverse official views”
against the local bodies weighed very
heavily against them and successive

acts reduced the authoritics of the

local bodies and ultimately paved the

way for nationalization of primary

c¢ducation. -
Thirdly. the movement of the prim-

. ary schoo! teachers gave added im-

petus for taking over the control of
prithary’ education by the government

in its own hands and for declaring the ]
teachers as Government employees,

The teuchers forcsaw in the national-

ized system i better service conditions
and in fact 1t brought {orth for them a

better pay and status comparable to
other services.

- Lastly, the constitutional provision
far a ~uniform. mass-ortented and
universal systerm of education and

extending free and compulsory educa- -

tion to all children...” derived from
the fundamental State policy of demo-
cracy and socialism ‘also contributed.

to expcdtte. the process of ﬂﬂllﬂﬂdll!ﬂ- -
tion of primarv education 50 as o
introduce universal and compulsory
primary education in the country at an,
early date. It was perhaps believed'
that a nationalized system of primary/
education would betier be able  tg

“attain the objectives of State policv or

primary education as enunciated -ir
_the constitution of the, country.._a



