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A news story - sun by this paper Tuesday
last sbhout dropouts. in prlmanr schools -

lﬂ: the cnuntry rmght make tha cunuerned quarters
| uneasy The picture ‘it _ paints . is basad on official

dncuments The cummitment fur universal priniary

‘EdUCﬂtlﬂﬂ has been there. for qu:ta some tIITIB and
it _has ‘been ~getting high prmnty in -the develup-
. ment plans. But ‘resource constraints, shortage of

., trainéd teachers,’ madaquate physical facifities and

. above all lack . uf ‘proper attttuda ‘have made thﬂ '
' task too - difficult.” - . L
[ The . Education Cummlssmn headed by Dr.

Ku drat-e- -Khuda recemmended . {1974) to .make
. Leducaitmn frnm grada I"to V, then available free.

as cnn*tpulaury by 1980 and education up to grade

VIl free. and campulsnw by 1983, We are today

“nowhere near ‘the recurnmended target fur 1980

-that to 53y u. . 1983 *

There has - of cnurse been pmgress meanwhile,

; Tha admlmstrattun of pnmarf educatmn has bean

I
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'-__strengthened ‘with the éstablishment ‘of a direc- |
. -'torate for primary 'education ‘and appumtma_nt of
- - Assistant Upazila Ec!ucatinn..officers.'.Tha physical
- _"facilities . improved with ,establishment of new_
"'schnals expansion of class rooms, arrangements -

of  water supply and leet and distribution of text -

‘books and " uniform among the atudents. The
'trammg of teachers- had also had nttantmn

The cuntmuatmn of the hlgh rate of dmpaut

"hnwaver, indicate. sumal attltuda . This has more
- to do in the axpansmn -of educatmn and remaval
T of |Il|t~ar.am,nr than merg physncai fﬂ[:llltles Besides .
"the utility of hawng older children - ‘around to
- shelp -alders ‘in the poorer - farmmg farmlles in-

'.dasparate economic situation alsn saps “all- mterest

for educatmg children.. It is d:fflcult to make any

.-1_

suclal changes. )

- .- .The latest . 'Ministrv‘ of Education “document.
mvaal not- more -than a third of the students

_enmlled in. grada | of primary schools comﬁlete

. the fnre year course. - Tha Wrold Bank - statistics
.'Iast ‘year said only 23 per cent of the primary

.students ::uu ld reach tha fnfth grade It said one-
I-*‘.thud of -the'~ "“students” of thﬂ fust grada were -
~ easily discouraged by th& avemmwded class rooms -
.and inadequate tear.hmg -An earlier joint study
* " conducted by Unicef and Unesco showed that the

drﬂpuut rate was almost 80 por cent till 1980,
" The annual drupnut rate, accnrdmg to official

. --snurces was 22 per,cent in 1985; it came down
_ tnr 18 .in 1986 and to 13.18 in 1987. A survey -
" .conducted “in- Nn\rember huwevar ‘showed the
. dropout rate ﬂt 47 and ldEntlflEd poverty, illite-

racy, - ' superstition, .sickness, . lack of: physical

- facilities "and other social cundttmns among causes
. of high rate of - dropout. - : -
L Though it has, been claimed that the retention '
'_uf students in primary education has risen. to 36 °
'm 1988 . frum 20 in. 1980, it will be admitted that -
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the gnal uf universal pnmarv educatmn cannot he

. . achieved without tar:khng the high rate of dro-

pout. The probiem of ‘dropout needs in-depth study

‘and the plan of the- MIHISUY for addltmnal funds
 merits: serious consideration. There' should mean-
*wh lé ba ‘serious efforts- to enlist” ‘all - children of
pnmarf age ‘group in schools, -for which there is

both - consensus “and commitment. ./
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. dent-in illitarata famﬂ:es w;thuut brmgmg abuut |




