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Yhe lrteracy rate in the’ ceuntry today. is 26

| &p pef ‘cent according to the “‘statistics made - |

y \rfa ailable at a recent seminar. in_the city on ‘com-

- 1 pulaery primary. education and mass educatrarr to
‘achieve education for" all’. , That indicates a move |

(farward though not at the desired pace. The

comparable figure for 1981 and 1974, are 19.7and {

20,2 res;:rectwety, lnerdentallv the yardstick of 1}
lr teraw |n 1974 census was ability to ~ read and'_.'
write any’ language ‘while in 1981 a person was |
treated as literate if, he- could write ‘a. letter in. -
any Ianguage The: fal! in’ the' overall /hteracv rate
«despite substantial pragrees is accounted for. byr
the hrgher standard :!pplled e e,
| The r.rther statretrcs revealed at the aemrnar |
| weu Id, however, .cause concern. The abealute '
number of the |Ilrterates awelled by 192 mrlhon
durrng the 15 years. ending 1987 against an rncrease'-'i
at enty h8 mrllren in the categarv af Irterates
. The -riumber of |thteratea deubled between 1951 |
and 19ﬁ8ﬁﬁrrarng from ~30.6 mi llion’ to 613mrllrbn.
T his afga:rnu ‘s partly bataneed by the eteady rnerease
.in " enrolment’ at. the prrmarv level Already
number enralied as percentage af the age greup
*has reached 70 - and "that's the- target for the -

decade A pregramme fer reduerng the percentage
nf drapbuta is.also-in hand L .

R | 4 rs enreuragrrg tl*at tl‘e expr.ndrture en the
}prrrnary educatren sector - I-aa been . pragresswely

1enly Tk 340 million- out af the tetat develeprnent
autlay of. Taka 2895 mrllren durrng ‘the ;.errad
fram 1973 to 1980 repreeentrng nnly arc-und 12
per eent lt rose te Tk 2375 mrllren out “of: a.
total of Tk 5397 mrllron in. the second plan’ perrod
representrng ‘almost 45 per cent. The S share in i
the current plan amounts to- Tk - 5330 mrllren out
af 11 700 million whreh is around 46 per eent
o Haweuer the. task ahead 3 tremendous Aa
Lt ef new a third - of the chrldren of the’ ...-scheel 1
gorng -age are not enreltedr in any’ sehaal and
l ‘the number will rise with increase in- pdpulatren. ,
} if educational faerlrtrea are. not. mcreased mean- _'
-while, . the situation will - - worsen. It “has - been
l “éstimated that Bangtadesh wrll need 22,776 more’ |
L,r,prrmaryﬁsehoele end.,1 07, 443 ; miore ., teachers “by" il
; the turnﬂef*“tha**aenturv ta%:rnakeaﬁrrﬁﬂary educa- _f ;'
? tion- available 16”8l the Chtldl’enr:a Prof’ M Sham:
1 éaul Hugq, former Vice. Chaneelior af Dhaka Unr-
"’r verertv and Member; Unwersrty Granta \ Commr- |
ssran m a study parnted eut that -a - tatal ‘of
70 000 schee!s each wrth an enrolment of" 250
~and- 8 teachrng eamplement of 350 000 would be "
aeaded to handle 175 mitlion Iearners at- _-i_,the',
prrmary Ievet by the; year 2000 There are 57 224 -
prrmaw schools at present. The aanstruetron of
new sehaal buildings needs to be apeeded up
and dauble shrﬂs rntreduced wherever neceaearv
?! ' The suggestrens for organising short. voeatro- |
JIrral training . courses fer those who" weuld leave -
istrldres after the prrmarv level and rntroducrng
!unrfarrn ceurses abalrshrng ‘ibtadai’ eystern and

‘ rncorporatmg ‘diniat’- as a compu!sory subject for -
alI ‘marits serious censrderatron TR
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