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'~ DUCSU Elections And

mﬁ}ks a return to a 'traditiorft-that had been the cultural
eart of this residential university ever since its birth in -
' 1921, before it was suspended consequent upon circumist-
. ances created by political change in the country. Its revival
j after 7 years therefore is an important piece of history that
{ must be kept continuing, predictably, to restor the spirit -
. and atmosphere of peace and cooperations that: the
f campus so badly needs. The polls conducted - and con-
1 cluded relativety peacefully is another piece of good news.
A many as one hundred eighty-six candidates have
f «contested for 20 seats, which. need not be considered
- pluralism carried too far. We have seen national elections -
. having been fought by almost as ‘many parties or candi-
' ~dates in the past. As far as Dhaka University and Hall
 elections, reopened. after-a seven-year moratorium is

| Polis for the Dhiaka University Central Students
!::Ijnion and the Residential Hall Unions, held yesterday,
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- ‘concerned, ‘the - parties, ' candidates ‘and the . peaceful -
j, holding of the polls ‘are moré important to an observer
1" than who has won and who lost and't_o whom. It is the

democratic process starting at the grass Toots—i.e. in and
.- around’ the traditional nucleus of it ‘which is Dhaka -
, ~ Though this sounds like students plunging headlong :
;’-_-into politics, . a . phenomenon nowadays blamed for the

academic decline;, the fact (a paradox) jis this had long

o

- been the base of academic discipline provided by a pattern

 of student politics that helped promote both politics and: -
. education. Its absence .of (i.e. of elections) instead has -
¥ been inarked by a declension is student discipline, campus
peace and academic standards. It is for this reason that.

- "Dhaka University, once envied as the Oxford of the

East, was the first_institution with residential traditions ..
. Steadily taking shape in its first Tesidential. hall— S.M.
- Hall. It had an image in which its students took spocial |

-

-pride. And it owed it to the corporate lifc growing around

hen

g ‘the parliamentary u%djt_im set through the periodic Hall
- Union elections' and the cabinet formed of the elected .
members lolding their respective portfolios, The micro-
* cosm of parliamentary noims thus provided by this Hall
laterdeveloped into the university union with:the other’
* halls following suit. R S

.. That was the line along which the academic life and
actavity of this iniversity developed much to the benefit of -
. Students and society. Scores ‘of student leaders so trained
i, 1n patliamentary politics and possessed of good academic
. Tecords manned the country’s administration and played
3 leading roles in.ifs politics. That.is how, society tended to
[~ grow with-its socialtarid-academic values kept intact. This '
" “need "hot have*b& tisrupted in 4 way” thaf nearly”
- ‘everybody came' to regret. Dhaka University was at the |
‘_ centre of.this onward socio-académic and socio-cultural
! progress. Student union activities run on purely democra-

tic lines made ‘such a .congenial campus atmosphere ,
possible. - -+ .. . T LT
There are two positive gains to be made by §0ciet_v :
rom the restoration of these old value on- this old .
academic campus: one, ‘student leaders occupying them-
selves creatively with ‘performing their roles in thejr




