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W PRIMARY EDUCATION-UL 1966
' Government is reportedly going to opea -

six hundred and ninsteen primary schools and .

to repair seven hundred and fiftytwo all over
« the couatry in its second phase of the univer-

sal Primary Education Project. |

This reads like a good news, apparently
teiling us of some improvem?ht'and,addmop -
to the existing strength of primaries. Butif

. this is hearteniog information there are frus-
trating pictures to offset that. - The pitiable
- condition of primary education is .reflected
- io the frequency of " reports appearing in .
the national dailies, Goiag through the dailies
of last three or four days we’'ll see how our
primary schools are faced with festeriag

~ problems. Twentythree primary schools . at
Raipur are on the verge of closiag dowa, five
hundred primary schools.at Jaipurhat are in a
deplorable coadition, Classes held uader.the
open sky for fear of the roof coming down,
‘scarcity of chairs, tables anod benches and
teachiog aids, both qualitative and quanti.
tative deficiency in respect of toachers—these
. are but a few oxamples of what have appeared.

in thé Pres‘s very recently,

. itself to the

- The limited moans we have and whatevar '
~ olse we can procure from outside should aot
- be put to wrong iavestmeat. In fact we need |

The number of kindergartens is increasing
in the couatry, particularly in the cities. They .

. -are .growing appareatly because the coaven.. .
-tional schools including the governmeat-run

~ ones have so far failed to respond to the -

- oeeds of the society. But the performancs of -

KGs are sometimes even worse. Some kinder- o
gartens are -mot onmly opening libraries,
tailoring shops and miai-presses - to fit in . .
with their/Hourishing business, they are
also going tothe extent of opening video .
cassetto and other shops just adjacent to the |
schools owned by them. - - S
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How the opening of some six hundred
aod nineteen primary schools and repairing |
of seven hundred and fiftytwo is ~goiog to ,
meet  demands of the - gigaatic task the |
goveroment has taken up when comumitting }
cause of uamiversal literacy.

to open thousands of primary schools each
year and to provide the existiog ones ‘with,
more aod more facilities. As long as this ig}
not doae, big investments in cadet colleges, -
rq_sidetitial schools and model schools can got *
‘be jostified if the promise that government's ‘
assistance should reach the uudebp’rivi[ag'od-:

- first is -accepted.
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