tiopial program in Arabic and
Eoglish has been developed by
a local computer firm to teach
Qaudi students a wide range of
subjects  from mathematics,
geography,  Eaglish, Arabio
granimar, religion, Arabic bis-
tory} physics to Arabic callis
graphy, appreciation of music
- and farts and improvement of
memory.
Fight of these educational
programs have already beon in-
troduced during the last two we-
eks while 16 motre will bs on the
matket by April.

“The introduction of these
- programs, claimed fo be the fiest
of fts kind in the Middls East,
marks a snccessful breake
through in the efforts to Arabize
the homs computer and praduce
Arabic application software.

| Hamid Al-Sharekh, presi-
dent of At-Alamiah, told Arab
News that thesa programms

have besen developed under a8 -

joint veatars with Micrasoft of
" ‘the Uglted States, a leading

dezign and softwars house, which

bas designed  specifications for
a' standard -bome computer.
What enhances the usefainess of

1 billngual software educa-

sald Al-Sharekh,

roioﬂ Japan. Pees and royalties
will be equally shared, |

In a paralled development,
o A
Electronics enter to a
venture with Yamaha and Hi-
tachi to produce MSX/Sakhr

based home computers and Rom
cartridges for application -soft-
ware. - .
Hardware configuration as .
well az the built in software feq-
tures according $0 Al Alamiahs
requicement. . -

Typical of these questions
in the program a tnp fo
Makkah were;: What was the
ags of the Prophet when his
mother diad? (5, 10 or 12 years)
What was Muhammad doing
before he became the Prophet?
At what age did Muhammad

- become the Prophet?

If the viewer ‘angwers these
and many other questions
corrsctly, the plane lands at

the airport.
This signals the start of the

The program also dispiays

the calendar of any moath either

Islamic or Gregorian when the;
month and the year are entered
and can calcalate ap to a period
of 9,500 years, backward
forward. |

Color graphics, text editiog
and word processing capabilities
are algo possible on. the
which has & 32 K memory ex-
pandeble to 64 K.,

Al-Sharekh #aid that to
overcome the problem of noo-
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the Microsoft system is its com-
patibility which allows it to be

wsed on a large variety of com-

puters, ho added.

i Qiviog the background to

the new venture Al-Sharekh said
his firm started operations two
yeats ago with the objective
fo Arabize a well-branded bome
computer and produce bilingual

soft-ware programs. Arabization

was-jointly conducted first with
Atati, thes with Texas Instru-
‘ments and was abandoned later
| becaase of financial troubles of
those companies.

Atati suffered great loises
from its video game opera-
i tion and Texas lastrumonts
from itz home computer which
| forced TR to withdraw from this
market."
| Thess developments, Ale
Sharekh zaid, forced his com-
'{ pany to change its strategy In-
stead of the hardware manufac-.
tarers, it began coatacting the
.} software houses for dovelopment

of the programs.

; The effort finally resulted in
I an agreement with Microsoft
which in 1983 had sold its MSX
(Microsoft Exchaoge)} sysiem o
more than 15 Japaness electro-
nic manufacturers who accepiced
the syetam as it offered. for the
first tine, standatdization of the
goftware system, compatibility
and cost-affectiveness.
| He said at least ton manu-
faptaurers already have their

s ¥ A .in the. .

B Y0 L (A
Software, a division of Al-Ala-
migh Elsctronics, contactsd
:::;u;;ﬁ to Arabize their sys-

an agreemeat i e

ned %'.] Feb. 26, 1984, ey e
¢ agréement stipulates

that  Al-Alamiah ng?:aru
and Microsoft Japan (ASCII)
will develop jointly the Ara-

_bic version of MSX according
to technical specifications set
up by AHRAlamiabh Software,”
i::asbq:;;k?.&ssa}ig' adding that the

i version will
named MSX/Sakhe. be
- The agroement also includes

[l Y1 e

~ viewer has to answer,

g
P i

The software has been deve-
loped by & Alamiab in Kuwait.
and packaged in Japao. ’

The programs cater to prim-
ary, iotermediate and secondary
schools and cover such subjects
as Arabic grammer, Arabic mor
phology, electricity world geo-

graphy, human body Arabic calli-

graphy, Acabic art, Islamic reli-
gion etc. An Arabio disk operat-

ing system ao Arabic printer s

and various peripherals have
also been Arabized. .
Giving a demoostration of

the system Al-Sharekh took this
correspondent on a journey . to
Makkah via video.

He ingeried tha cassetta into
ths computer which was plugged
ioto the TV set,

As the system is switched
o0, an alrcraft appears on the
TV screen (to which Al-Sharekh
is pointing on the left of the TV
scroen in the picture) faliowed
by aquiz pogram which the

- yuestiony

.............
- Bk ] o

pilgrimage from Makkah (where
- the rituals begioning with tawaf,
saje eto. are shown) and takes
one through the rituals at Mioa,
Arafat, Muzdalifah and back to
Mina en routs to the final tawaf
at Makkah. |

However, if any of the
s answered in-

correctly, the plane «gra-

dually disappears from the screes.

In the event the viower has

access t0 the program by prossing

the appropriate buitons.

This audiovisual prosenta.
tion by the c¢omputer designed
to inftiate the intending pilgrim
into the ramifications of the
Haj ceremony .

Apart f{rom these video
games, other capabilities of the
Yamabha AX-100 computer de-
veloped by Al-Alamiah inclute
a calendar version program that

allows {nstant conversion between

the Gregorian and Isjamic calen-
dars.
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availability of commonly used/
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documented Arabic dictionary, }

his firm is producing specific
Arabic software products.,

To this end ho said Al-Ala |

miah will carry out applied res-
arch in Arab couutries, Japan
and the United States in the
Geld of computational linguis.
tics synthesizad

Arabic  script ~video dfnplly
specifically to cater ta thel Arabi
Janguage requirements. |

. Tocarry out these opera:
tions, he said, his firm has sct
up a subsidiary- in Tokyo, Al
Alamiah Japan Ltd, (AJL) hea-
ded by M. Hosene, so expert io
homs eloctronics. Experts from
Britain and Arab couotries have
atso been pooled, ho added. '

e

speech, dats

comprestion, enhancement of




