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‘UGC proposes double™

shift at public univs

Mohiuddin Alamgir

UNIVERSITY Grants Com:
mission has recommended
that public universities can
introduce double shift to
widen the scope of higher
education for more stu-
dents.

With the double shifts,
the UGC thinks, the authori-

(ties will be able to ensure
maximum use of the es-
tablishment as many of the
universities have no classes
or other academic activities
after 2:00pm.

It argues that limited in-
take capacity at the public
universities continues to be

 a hurdle for many aspiring

. higher education and many

are compelled to pursue

at high cost. '

Moreover, the quality of
education at colleges under
National University is not
up to the mark, which forc-
es some of the students to
move to foreign countries,
it says.

study at private universities,

‘Public “universities can
contemplate starting ~dou-
ple shifts to ensure ghal-
ity higher education for

students passing higher §eé:—

ondary education,’ says the

teachers can be ipcreased or
teachers will get more hon-
_orarfums for taking extra
classes, the report proposes.
UGC chairman Abdul
Mannpan has said that the

UGC Annual Report 2015, ‘commission proposed the

-

The report, which.was
handed over to president
Abdul Hamid on November

18, is likely to be placed in -

the next session of the par-
liament.

If the public universities
can introduce the double
shifty.at their institutions,
this will simply double the
current intake capacity, says
the report. /-

Detailing “the  proposal
further, it says,_that theery
classes of the first shift can
take place from 8:00am to

-1:00pm and practical class-

es from 2:00pm to 5:00pm
while theory classes of the
second shift can take place
from 2:00pm to 7:00pm
and practical classes from
8:00arm to 1:00pm.

For introduction of the
second shift, the number of

double shift to maximise the
utilisation of the establish-
ment of public universities.

- ‘Many departments of the
universities, including Dha-
ka University, Temain va-
cant after noon. We should
use them propely,” he said.

When . asked whether the~

residential halls and library
and othersfacilities will be
able to cope with the in-
creased pumber of students,
Manpan evaded direct an-
SWeL. o )
He said, ‘We have a huge
gap betweén supply and de-
mand as far as higher educa-
tion is concerned.’

. UGC places the proposal
when the number of stu-
dents passing HSC exam
has increased substantiaily.
Tn 2012, about 7.21 lakh stu-
dents passed the HSC and

gquivalent exam and this
year 1452 lakh students
passed the exam.

Although the number of
HSC passed students dou-
bled in the past five years,
number of students enroll-
ing at public universities
did not increase that much.

In 2011, a total of 66,172
students enrolled at 32 pub-
lic universities and in 2015
a total of 74,066 students
enrolled at the 34 public
universities, show UGC an-
nual reports of the years.

Meanwhile, the pum-
ber of- students enrolling
at colleges under National
University and private uni-
versities has increased sig-
pificantly in the same pe-
riod of time.

In 2011, around 5.72 lakh
students enrolled at colleges
under NU that increased to
8.21 lakh in 2015.

About 69,500 students
got enrolled at private -
versities in 2011 and 1.20
lakh in 2015, say the UGC
reports.
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